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A woman in a burqa passes a mine-resistant 
vehicle parked outside the governor’s house 
in Farah province, A^hanistan, in February. 

Sharif HASSAN/The Washington Post 


Taliban wage fierce battle for territory 
in remote western Afghan province 


How a US soldier’s death in Afghanistan ended up in a German court 4 years later 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
AND Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The 
trial of a young Afghan refugee accused of 
killing a US. soldier in Afghanistan began 
quietly in Munich last month in a case that 
will set a precedent in Germany for judg¬ 
ing a foreign combatant for alleged crimes 


in another country. 

Although prosecutors say it’s the first 
time Germany has tried anyone for an 
alleged role in the death of a US. soldier 
abroad, the case against Abdol Moghadas 
S., 20, has received little attention. 

The trial, expected to conclude in March, 
comes nearly four years after Pfc. Chris¬ 
tian Jacob “Jake” Chandler was gunned 
down and killed while on a combat patrol 


in Afghanistan in the spring of 2014. 

Chandler was 20 years old. 

Abdol — whose full name has not been 
released in accordance with German law 
— also was 20 when he was arrested in Ba¬ 
varia about a year ago. 

Abdol has been charged under German 
law with “collaborated murder” and “at¬ 
tempted murder,” among other crimes. 
The charges stem from a legal change that 


came after the 9/11 attacks, which allows 
German authorities to prosecute a foreign 
combatant. The unprecedented case has 
lifted the hopes of a dead soldier’s mother 
eager for justice while shattering the hopes 
of a refugee seeking a fresh start. 

The case is also unusual for its ambigu¬ 
ity. Prosecutors last year told Stars and 
SEE TRIAL ON PAGE 5 
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VETERANS 


#|MfJ foul# FOliOQ Americans visiting Vietnam struck by lack 
wdO IIIIU IdrV I dlw 9 of evidence of US presence during war era 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

DANANG, Vietnam — Little 
evidence remains of the thou¬ 
sands of American troops who 
served in and around this central 
Vietnamese city five decades ago, 
but for 15 U.S. veterans, the sight 
of the Marine Corps’ Eagle, Globe 
and Anchor emblem on an old 
structure Monday proved worth 
the trip. 

Although faded, the famous em¬ 
blem built into a stone structure 
on a hill overlooking Danang at a 
former Marine reconnaissance 
base immediately caught the at¬ 
tention of Joe Silva, a Vietnam 
War veteran who served as for¬ 
ward observer in 1968. 

“It’s the first thing I saw when 
we were driving up here,” said 
Silva, recalling the time he spent 
at Camp Reasoner before he was 
sent to fight farther north. “It was 
a cool little thing — hke, ‘Just look, 
the Marine Corps emblem.’” 

The emblem and a nearby sign 
marking the entrance to Camp 
Reasoner, where the 1st and 3rd 
Force Reconnaissance battahons 
were stationed, are among the few 
remaining relics of the American 
mihtary presence in the country, 
said Jim Hackett, a Vietnam War 
veteran who is helping to lead 
the group of Marines traveling 
with The Greatest Generations 
Foundation. 

The nonprofit sponsors free 
trips for veterans back to the 
battlefields where they once 
fought. The majority of American 
structures and insignia through¬ 
out the country was eradicated 
by the Communist party after 
North Vietnam’s victory over the 
South in 1975. It is unclear why 
remnants of Camp Reasoner re¬ 


main at what’s now an active rock 
quarry. 

“It’s weird,” said Bob Bayer, 
who served in Vietnam in 1967 
and 1968 as a Marine combat 
correspondent assigned to the 1st 
Marine Division. “I really wonder 
why they left it.” 

The area, near the old Freedom 
Hill — a site that boasted a mas¬ 
sive post ex- 
, change, movie 

theater, beer 
garden and 
frequent USO 
shows — is 
nearly un¬ 
recognizable, 
Bayer said. 

Camp Rea¬ 
soner was 
named for the 
first Medal 
of Honor 
recipient of 
the Vietnam 
War, Marine 
1st Lt. Frank 
Reasoner, 
who was 
posthumous- 
Joe Silva ly awarded 
Vietnam War the nation’s 
veteran highest honor 
for battlefield 
heroism for 
his actions as a platoon leader 
in 3rd Recon Battalion in July 
1965. 


It’s the 
first thing I 
saw when 
we were 
driving up 
here. It 
was a cool 
little thing 
— like, 

“Just look, 
the Marine 
Corps 
emblem.”# , 


Reasoner was leading an 18-man 
patrol about 11 miles southeast of 
Danang when it was ambushed by 
50 to 100 Viet Cong forces, accord¬ 
ing to his award citation. Reasoner 
“repeatedly exposed himself to 
the devastating attack... skillfully 
providing covering fire, killing at 
least two Viet Cong and effectively 
silencing an automatic weapons 
position in a valiant attempt” to 



Corey DicKSTEiN/Stars and Stripes 


U.S. veterans of the Vietnam War visiting Vietnam as part of a program put on by nonprofit The Greatest 
Generations Foundation pose for a photo at a sign marking the location of the Marines’ former Camp 
Reasoner, near Danang, on Monday. 


evacuate his wounded radio man, 
according to the citation. 

While the Camp Reasoner sign 
remains in place, faded by de¬ 
cades of exposure, other former 
American-held landmarks show 
no signs they were ever occupied 
by U.S. troops. 

On Hill 55, where Marines 
once held a headquarters base 
and an artillery battery, the only 


sign of the war is a massive mon¬ 
ument dedicated to North Viet¬ 
namese soldiers. 

Today, the United States and 
Vietnamese militaries appear to 
be working toward closer ties. 
The U.S. Navy hospital ship USNS 
Mercy is expected to visit Viet¬ 
nam as part of the annual Pacific 
Partnership exercise. The Asia- 
Pacific’s largest humanitarian 


assistance and disaster relief pre¬ 
paredness exercise begins Friday 
and will run through June. 

The ship’s visit is expected to 
come sometime this spring, when 
the USS Carl Vinson aircraft car¬ 
rier is set to stop in Danang — the 
first American carrier to port in 
Vietnam since the war ended. 

dickstein.corey'@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Report: Rising sea levels threaten bases, missions 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The Pentagon needs to begin war-gaming 
responses to environmental catastrophes 
and work to make its military installations 
more resilient as rising sea levels threaten 
them, a new report warns. 

The Defense Department should factor 
climate change into its long-term basing 
strategy, a panel of retired generals and 
admirals wrote in a report for the Wash¬ 
ington-based The Center for Climate and 
Security. 

“Given that around 10 percent of U.S. 
military installations and training grounds 
are located along low-lying and exposed 
coastlines, the long-term effects in terms 
of flooding will be significant,” said the 


report, titled “Sea Level Rise and the U.S. 
Military’s Mission.” 

More than 200 military installations that 
took part in a recent vulnerability assess¬ 
ment have been affected by storm surge, 
and by the end of the 21st century, coast¬ 
lines where the U.S. military operates will 
likely be very different, the report stated. 

Rising sea levels in the Pacific and in 
Asia, along with increasingly severe tropi¬ 
cal storms, “could pose enormous prob¬ 
lems” for many coastal bases, the report 
said. 

Among those installations is a ballistic 
missile site in the Marshall Islands billed 
by the report as “a pillar of U.S. Strate¬ 
gic Command” and a “bulwark” against 
China. 

“This strategic asset is under consider¬ 


able risk,” the report stated. 

The center conducted case studies on nu¬ 
merous bases, stretching from the Florida 
Keys to Maine on the east coast and Cali¬ 
fornia to Washington on the Pacific coast. 

In the decades to come, flooding and 
storm surges could leave army airfields, 
naval shipyards and Marine training 
grounds exposed. 

For example, a Navy nuclear subma¬ 
rine base at Kings Bay, Ga., is likely to 
face a spike in tidal flooding in the com¬ 
ing decades, making operations there 
vulnerable. 

“This portends potential catastrophic 
impacts to the readiness and responsive¬ 
ness of our strategic nuclear submarine 
force,” the report said. 

While global warming and rising sea lev¬ 


els are intensely politicized in the US., the 
Pentagon has long warned of risks posed 
by changes in climate. 

Those include threats to U.S. infra¬ 
structure and social upheaval in parts 
of the world where land degradation and 
water shortages could result in clashes for 
resources. 

The report urges the Defense Depart¬ 
ment to put more emphasis on contingency 
and long-term infrastructure planning. 

In particular, the Pentagon should model 
the future effects of climate change at crit¬ 
ical bases that host unique functions, such 
as those that repair and refuel nuclear- 
powered naval assets, the report stated. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter; ©vandiver.john 


Navy commanders’ 
hearings postponed 
to give defense time 



Christian RoBERTSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A Marine Corps CH-53 Super Stallion flies off the coast of Okinawa in July. The Japanese government is 
reportedly considering the deployment of surface-to-ship missiles on Okinawa’s main island in response 
to Chinese aggression in the area. 

Japan mulls anti-ship missiles on Okinawa 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
Japan may deploy surface-to-ship 
missiles to Okinawa’s main island 
in response to Chinese maritime 
aggression, according to local 
media reports. 

Japan is already moving for¬ 
ward with plans for anti-ship 
missiles on Miyako and Ishigaki 
islands, which are part of Okina¬ 
wa prefecture, as well as Amami 
Island in Kagoshima Prefecture. 

There have been calls in Tokyo 
to install the missiles in response 
to China’s navy transiting the 180- 
mile strait between Okinawa and 
Miyako in the East China Sea. 

Chinese warships first en¬ 
tered the strait in November 
2008. Since then, there has been 
a steady stream of repeat visits. 
The incidents haven’t infringed 
Japanese sovereignty but have 
led to military sorties and diplo¬ 


matic protests. 

In January, for example, Japa¬ 
nese officials complained to Chi¬ 
na’s ambassador after a Chinese 
nuclear submarine and frigate 
were spotted near Miyako and 
the Senkaku Islands. 

On Tuesday, Defense Minis¬ 
ter Itsunori Onodera denied the 
reports published by the Asahi 
newspaper and Kyodo news ser¬ 
vice about placing missiles on 
Okinawa. 

“Nothing has been decided 
on the specific direction of the 
deployment,” Onodera said, ac¬ 
cording to a Defense Ministry 
spokesman. 

The anti-ship missiles slated for 
Miyako have a range of about 125 
miles. The same type would be 
stationed on Okinawa if the plan 
is ultimately approved, Asahi 
reported. 

This would allow for complete 
coverage of the seas between 
Miyoko and Okinawa, Kyodo 
reported. 


The Japanese government has 
budgeted for the Miyako deploy¬ 
ment; however, the first missiles 
won’t arrive until March 2020, a 
spokesman from Japan’s Minis¬ 
try of Defense said. 

No details or timeline have 
been provided for the Ishigaki 
and Amami deployments, the 
spokesman added. 

All of the islands are near the 
Senkakus, which China calls Di- 
aoyu and also claims. The area 
surrounding the islands has been 
the scene of numerous confron¬ 
tations and disputes in recent 
years. 

Missile deployments to Okina¬ 
wa’s main island could anger lo¬ 
cals. The prefecture hosts more 
than half of the approximately 
50,000 U.S. troops stationed in 
Japan. A small but passionate 
protest movement has been fight¬ 
ing for decades to reduce the mil¬ 
itary presence on the island. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Hearings 
to determine whether the com¬ 
manders of two Navy destroyers 
that collided with commercial 
vessels in the Pacific last year 
should face criminal charges that 
include negligent homicide have 
been postponed after defense at¬ 
torneys asked for more time, ac¬ 
cording to a Navy spokesman. 

Cmdr. Bryce Benson, who 
commanded the USS Fitzger¬ 
ald, and Cmdr. Alfredo Sanchez, 
former skipper of the USS John 
S. McCain, were slated for Ar¬ 
ticle 32 hearings at the Navy 
Yard in Washington March 6-8, 
along with three other Fitzgerald 
sailors. 

Seven sailors died June 17 after 
the Fitzgerald crashed into a civil¬ 
ian merchant ship about 60 miles 
southwest of Yokosuka Naval 
Base, Japan. Just two months 
later, 10 sailors were killed when 
the McCain collided with an oil 
tanker near Singapore. 

Navy investigations found 
that the collisions were “avoid¬ 
able” and caused by failures in 
planning, training, procedures 
and operations. Part of that, the 
Navy found, was caused by the 
intense operational pace the fleet 
has been maintaining in recent 
years. 

The devastating collisions so 
close to each other left the Navy’s 
Pacific Fleet reeling and led to 
firings, forced retirements and 
nonjudicial punishments con¬ 
ducted by Adm. Frank Caldwell, 
who was tapped in October to 
oversee disciplinary actions for 
the accidents. 

The Navy relieved the com¬ 
manders of both ships last year, 
along with the head of 7th Fleet 
and leaders of Task Force 70 and 
Destroyer Squadron 15, which 
oversee the fleet’s destroyers and 
cruisers. The service also said it 


conducted a comprehensive re¬ 
view of incidents to ensure sys¬ 
temic problems are fixed. 

Pacific Fleet Commander 
Adm. Scott Swift announced his 
retirement in September, and 
Vice Adm. Thomas Rowden, the 
former Surface Warfare head, re¬ 
tired in January ahead of sched¬ 
ule after the recommendation of 
disciplinary actions against him. 

In late January proceedings, 
Caldwell found the executive of¬ 
ficer, command master chief and 
another officer on the Fitzgerald 
guilty of dereliction in the perfor¬ 
mance of duties and issued letters 
of punitive reprimand. 

An enlisted sailor from the 
McCain was found guilty of der¬ 
eliction of duties. He received a 
punitive letter of reprimand and 
forfeiture of half his pay for two 
months and a reduction in rate 
to the next pay grade — both de¬ 
layed for six months. 

In mid-February, Cmdr. Jes¬ 
sie Sanchez, executive officer on 
the McCain, was found guilty of 
dereliction of duty for the Aug. 
21 crash. He received a punitive 
letter of reprimand. Caldwell 
dismissed charges against an of¬ 
ficer and an enlisted crewmem¬ 
ber from the Fitzgerald, in what 
the Navy said would be the last 
planned nonjudicial punishment 
proceedings for the collisions. 

The Article 32 hearings for 
former commanders Benson and 
Sanchez will determine the most 
serious charges of negligent ho¬ 
micide, along with hazarding a 
ship and dereliction of duty. Lt. 
Cmdr. Daniel Day, a Navy spokes¬ 
man, did not specify the length of 
the continuance. He said a new 
hearing date would be announced 
later. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Tyler Hlavac 
contributed to this report. 
cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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Courtesy of Antonio Ferrara 


A rare snowstorm wreaks havoc during the commute Tuesday on an 
overpass above the Tangenziale toll road in Naples, Italy. 



Cesare Abbate, ANSA/AP 

Boys throw snowballs near the Maschio Angioino castle in Naples. 


Germany shivers as frigid 
blast drives down mercury 


Bill introduced in 
Senate addresses 
US Navy readiness 


Rare Naples 
snowstorm 
closes bases 
and schools 

By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — The worst 
snowstorm to hit this Mediterra¬ 
nean city in 60 years led to on-base 
school closings and most Navy 
personnel staying home Tuesday. 

Only essential personnel went 
to work at Naval Support Activity 
Naples on Tuesday, though NATO 
Allied Joint Force Command re¬ 
mained fully operational. 

Icy Siberian winds blew into 
Italy last week, kicking up snow 
flurries in Naples and Rome on 
Monday for the first time since 
2012. Then a heavy snowstorm 
early Tuesday made many of Ita¬ 
ly’s winding roads treacherous to 
drive. 

The snow did not cause prob¬ 
lems for any 
ships in port. 
Navy officials 
said Tuesday. 

Base offi¬ 
cials planned 
to start the 
workday two 
hours late to 
allow ice on 
the roads to 
melt, but they 
gave most 
personnel the 
day off when 
snowfall 
turned out 
heavier than 
expected, 
said Lt. Pete 
Pagano, Naples base command 
spokesman. The Navy exchanges 
closed, though the main commis¬ 
sary and a minimart on base re¬ 
mained open. 

Some residents said on social 
media they appreciated getting a 
snow day off but wished officials 
had informed them sooner. Many 
people didn’t find out until they 
were driving to work in the storm 
and traffic, said Kehaulani Vol- 
hein, who’s married to a civilian 
Navy firefighter. 

“My only complaint is, once 
again, lack of timely and consis¬ 
tent communication,” Volhein 
said. “The day off was a good call 
but, in my opinion, made far too 
late.” 

Snow wreaked havoc with Nea¬ 
politan motorists ill-equipped and 
unaccustomed to driving in it, ac¬ 
cording to local news reports. By 
afternoon, the snow was melting, 
but weather forecasts warned that 
the runoff could freeze later and 
create icy roads. 

Snow sometimes covers higher 
areas such as Mount Vesuvius, but 
rarely ever the city, said Dino In- 
sernia, a real estate agent who has 
lived here almost 30 years. “It’s 
very strange,” he said. 

Lome Galliano, 38, a tour guide 
and Naples native, said she has 
never seen so much snow here. 
Naples’ last big snowstorm was in 
1956, she said. 

“It’s already the second day of 
snow in town, so it’s amazing,” 
Galliano said. 

wy land.scott(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: ©WylandStripes 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Germany has suf¬ 
fered one of its coldest nights, with 
the mercury dropping below 14 
degrees Fahrenheit in large parts 
of the country. 

The German meteorological 
office said Tuesday it recorded a 
temperature of minus 22 Fahren¬ 
heit overnight atop the country’s 
highest peak, the Zugspitze. 

Much of Europe is currently 
experiencing low temperatures 
due to a blast of icy air from the 
northeast. Heavy snow in parts of 
Britain is causing disruptions to 
road, rail and air travel and has 
forced hundreds of schools across 
the country to close. 

Snow and ice warnings were in 
place Tuesday in eastern Britain. 
Met Office forecasters said some 
rural communities could be com¬ 
pletely cut off, with power out¬ 
ages and weakened mobile phone 
signals. 

A Danish newspaper reported 
that an army personnel carrier 
with caterpillar tracks has been 


sent out on the roads of Denmark’s 
Baltic Sea island of Bornholm, 
north of Germany, for the first 
time in five years. 

Dutch authorities have banned 
boats from some of Amsterdam’s 
iconic canals to help them freeze 
over so residents can lace up their 
skates and glide over the frozen 
waterways. 

Blizzards battered Romania 
and left scores of roads blocked by 
snowdrifts. At least three deaths 
have been reported. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Two key 
Senators have introduced a mea¬ 
sure that they say will restore 
Navy surface force readiness 
in the wake of a series of deadly 
crashes last year. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, and a senior 
member of that committee. Sen. 
Roger Wicker, R-Miss., said they 
introduced the Surface Warfare 
Enhancement Act of 2018 to ad¬ 
dress root causes of the Navy’s 
declining readiness. 

“As we have seen too often in 
recent months, the significant 
shortcomings in our Navy’s readi¬ 
ness can have disastrous results,” 
McCain, who has been battling 
brain cancer from his home in 
Arizona since December, said in 
a statement. “The status quo is 
unacceptable. Congress must pro¬ 
vide the funding and oversight re¬ 
quired to keep our military safe in 
peace and effective in combat.” 

The legislation is based on the 
Navy’s own recommendations 
from their most recent strategic 
readiness review and another 
comprehensive review. 

The effort will require the 
Navy to conduct a review of its 
organization and chains of com¬ 
mand, put a senior Senate-con¬ 
firmed Navy civilian in charge of 
ship maintenance, give the Navy 
more time and flexibility to spend 
maintenance funds and require 
the service to deliver realistic 
projections of sailors’ workloads 
and ship maintenance. 

The plan would also require 
Navy record-keeping on watch 
standing and training completed 
by surface warfare officers; set 
minimum at-sea and simulator- 
based training requirements to 
qualify for critical positions on 
the ships; and equalize staffing 
between ships overseas and at 
home. 

The legislation follows a deadly 
year of Naval crashes at sea. In 
2017, the Navy lost 20 sailors in 
mqjor incidents in the Pacific. Of 
those deaths, 17 were killed in 
crashes last summer involving 
the USS Fitzgerald and the USS 


John S. McCain. On June 17, the 
Fitzgerald crashed into a civil¬ 
ian merchant ship about 60 miles 
southwest of Yokosuka, Japan, 
killing seven sailors. On Aug. 21, 
the McCain collided with an oil 
tanker near Singapore, leaving 10 
sailors dead. 

Soon after those incidents, the 
Navy launched several investiga¬ 
tions, including a comprehensive 
review probing contributing fac¬ 
tors at tactical and operational 
levels and a strategic readiness re¬ 
view examining systemic issues. 

The Navy released its findings 
late last year, issuing a series of 
recommendations that included 
improving seamanship training, 
navigational skills and equipment 
aboard ships as well as reducing 
fatigue and stress among sailors 
and officers. The investigations 
showed the crashes were due in 
large part to human error and 
failures of leadership. Several 
Navy leaders connected to the 
crashes have since been relieved 
of duty, and some of them are fac¬ 
ing criminal charges. 

Following an operational fleet 
pause, the Navy also increased its 
required ship certifications; im¬ 
plemented new safety measures 
for sailors; revised reporting 
criteria for navigation, steering, 
propulsion and damage control 
issues to address equipment prob¬ 
lems faster; mandated reporting 
of near-mishaps; and boosted ship 
communication. 

It also established an oversight 
board led by Adm. Bill Moran, 
vice chief of naval operations, 
to track progress of other new 
actions. 

In December, a temporary 
funding bill directed nearly $674 
million for repairs to the Fitzger¬ 
ald and the McCain. 

“In the wake of the tragic acci¬ 
dents involving the USS Fitzgerald 
and USS McCain, our command¬ 
ers and sailors have been calling 
for meaningful reform,” Wicker 
said. “Overextended and under¬ 
manned ships, overworked crews, 
fewer officers with naval mastery 
and confusing chains of command 
have contributed to a decline in 
our naval power.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Trial: Asylum-seeker charged with being accomplice to murder, attempted murder 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Stripes that they weren’t sure 
whom they were accusing Abdol 
of killing. 

There is no mention of a sol¬ 
dier’s name in the 60-page in¬ 
dictment. Abdol’s defense lawyer 
heard Chandler’s name only when 
it was mentioned — although not 
in a charge — on the opening day 
of the trial. 

Abdol isn’t being sent back to 
Afghanistan for trial for many 
reasons. His rejected asylum ap¬ 
plication still is under appeal,, 
and Germany won’t extradite de¬ 
fendants when the death penalty 
is a potential punishment. 

Others familiar with the 
case cite political motivations 

— it gives Germany a chance to 
show it’s doing something about 
radicalism. 

German law allows an accused 
to be tried even if the victim’s 
identity is uncertain. What needs 
to be certain is that there is a vic¬ 
tim. Prosecutors say in this case 
there is, based on Abdol’s confes¬ 
sion during his asylum hearing 
that he was present at an attack in 
which a U.S. soldier was killed. 

The only other soldier killed in 
combat where Abdol was known 
to be in 2014 was Spc. Kerry M.G. 
Danyluk, who was wounded in Af¬ 
ghanistan and died several days 
later in Germany at the military 
hospital in Landstuhl. 

The Army’s account of the fight 
where Chandler died more close¬ 
ly matches the description in the 
indictment. 

‘They were wrongs 

More than three years after 
she lost “Jake,” Rhonda Beazley 
never expected to hear that a 
suspect could go on trial for her 
son’s death. That it’s happening 
in a foreign country is even more 
surprising, she said. 

“I have never been so shocked 
or speechless in my life,” said 
Beazley, who learned of the 
charges soon after a story ap¬ 
peared in Stars and Stripes last 
year. “You just kind of go back 
into that numb spot that you live 
in after that knock on the door 
comes.” 

Beazley will never forget what 
she describes as the knock “that 
every military family dreads and 
desperately prays that they will 
never experience.” 

It was April 28,2014, and Beaz¬ 
ley was running about 15 minutes 
late at her job as a nurse caring 
for babies with congenital heart 
defects. 

Her daughter, Katie — Chan¬ 
dler’s younger sister, who was 11 

— had just arrived home from her 
grandmother’s house. She called 
Beazley and told her “there were 
people in uniform back at the 
house,” Beazley said. Her daugh¬ 
ter said, “They’re in dress blues.” 

At her doorstep were an Army 
chaplain and a sergeant. 

“I tried to convince the officers 
that they were mistaken,” Beaz¬ 
ley said. “I screamed at them that 
they were wrong, that my son 
couldn’t possibly be dead, that 
there was no way that this could 
happen.” 

Beazley had communicated 
with her son nearly every day, 
mostly via Skype and Facebook. 



Courtesy of Rhonda Beazley 


Pfc. Christian Jacob Chandler 
was killed on a combat patrol 
in Afghanistan in Aprii 2014. 

An Afghan refugee seeking 
asylum in Germany is on trial 
for participating in attacks as a 
member of the Taliban, including 
one that might have kiiled 
Chandler. 

Her last text to him was earlier 
that day, “the stupidest question,” 
she said in retrospect, about new 
volleyball shoes that Katie need¬ 
ed. Beazley never heard back. 

“I just sat on the stairs of our 
front door, holding my daughter, 
both of us crying,” she said. 

Chandler was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 87th Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 10th Mountain Division at 
Fort Drum, N.Y. 

Beazley was told her son was 
killed that day when his patrol 
was attacked in Logar province. 

While Beazley reeled from the 
news. Chandler’s fellow soldiers 
back in Afghanistan were dealing 
with his death. After Chandler’s 
platoon arrived back at base, the 
first sergeant pulled in the rest of 
Chandler’s unit to tell them that 
Chandler had died. 

John Swanson, one of the pla¬ 
toon members, was Chandler’s 
captain. 

For Swanson and the other sol¬ 
diers, Chandler’s death was a big 
loss. Swanson, now assigned to 
Fort Riley, said he was uncom¬ 
fortable talking about the attack. 
The platoon “was cut deep that 
day,” he told Stars and Stripes. 
There is “a hole that is only filled 
with memories and what-ifs,” 
Swanson said. The loss of their 
comrade “was the single hardest 
and worst day of our lives.” 

The soldiers won’t talk about 


German law allows an 
accused to be tried 
even if the victim’s 
identity is uncertain. 
What needs to be 
certain is that there is 
a victim. Prosecutors 
say in this case there 
is, based on Abdol’s 
confession during his 
asylum hearing that 
he was present at an 
attack in which a U.S. 
soldier was killed. 


Chandler’s death with Beazley, 
she said, “so I don’t ask.” 

“Half of them still can’t make 
direct eye contact with me,” she 
said. “They will hug me and hold 
on and shake and tremble. They 
can’t talk about it.” 

A Taliban deserter 

In the early morning of Feb. 17, 
2017, in the small Bavarian town 
of Schnaitsee, German special 
police forces arrested Abdol, who 
told authorities he had fled Af¬ 
ghanistan in fear after deserting 
the Taliban. 

Five months later, German fed¬ 
eral prosecutors announced crim¬ 
inal charges against Abdol for his 
alleged role in two attacks on U.S. 
soldiers and Afghan government 
troops as a Taliban member. 

Abdol lived in a three-story ref¬ 
ugee home in the town’s center, 
reported the Sueddeutsche Zei- 
tung, a national daily. He played 
volleyball at a local sports club 
and won trophies for kickboxing 
in the nearby town of Traunreut, 
the newspaper reported. 

Wolfgang Bachleitner, a mem¬ 
ber of a refugee support group 
in Schnaitsee, said Abdol showed 
“great engagement” by using his 
translation skills to help other 
refugees, the paper reported. 
Bachleitner declined to speak to 
Stars and Stripes. 

Thomas Schmidinger, the 
mayor of Schnaitsee, told Stars 
and Stripes that he had not met 
Abdol. Schmidinger said he heard 
that Abdol did not try to hide his 
past. “He must have talked open¬ 
ly about the fact that he fled from 
the Taliban,” he said. 

The charges 

Abdol is charged with being 
an accomplice to murder and at¬ 
tempted murder in a 2014 attack 
on a U.S. convoy near the border 
of eastern Logar and Wardak 
provinces. The prosecutors al¬ 
lege that Abdol joined a local Tal¬ 
iban group in 2013 in the Baraki 
Barak district of Logar province. 
They say he was issued a Kalash¬ 
nikov automatic rifle, a Russian 
Tokarev pistol and several hand 
grenades. 

The indictment alleges he used 
those weapons in attacks on for¬ 
eign military convoys in 2013 and 
2014. During an ambush in early 
2014, Abdol is alleged to have been 
among more than 20 Taliban who 
attacked a U.S. convoy with auto¬ 
matic rifles and rocket-propelled 
grenades, killing one soldier and 
wounding two others. 

The attack occurred on a con¬ 
necting route from the town of 
Baraki Barak to Wardak prov¬ 
ince, according to the indictment. 
The Army said that Chandler was 
killed by small-arms fire in Bara¬ 
ki Barak district in April 2014. 

The only other US. soldier 
to die in combat in Logar prov¬ 
ince in 2014 was Danyluk. He 
died April 15, 2014, at Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center from 
wounds sustained in an attack 
three days earlier in Pul-e-Alam, 
Logar province — far from the 
connecting route mentioned in 
the indictment. 

However, Danyluk’s name was 
mentioned in court as a possible 
victim when the trial opened. 


said Abdol’s defense lawyer, Marc 
Juedt. 

An ambush 

The Army did its own investi¬ 
gation into Chandler’s death, but 
the report was not made public. 

Beazley read the report and 
turned her only copy of the in¬ 
vestigation over to an FBI agent, 
who told her there was a suspect 
in custody in Germany and “they 
were bringing charges against 
him,” possibly for the death of her 
son, she said. 

While the German indictment 
describes an attack in which one 
U.S. soldier was killed and two 
were wounded, Beazley knows 
of only one soldier injured in the 
attack with her son, citing the 
Army’s report. 

“They were on a reconnais¬ 
sance mission,” Beazley said of 
Chandler and another soldier in 
his unit. “They left their truck 
and were walking over a small 
ridge toward a village when they 
were ambushed.” 

Both soldiers were shot. Chan¬ 
dler took a bullet to the left side of 
his chest, Beazley said. “It ended 
up knocking him out,” she said. 
The other soldier was able to call 
for help, she said. Medics worked 
on Chandler back at base but 
couldn’t save him. “There was too 
much blood loss, too much dam¬ 
age,” she said. 

Crackdown on 
Islamic extremists 

Abdol revealed details of the 
attack against the U.S. convoy in 
an asylum application last year, 
according to the indictment. 

Soon after joining the Taliban 
at 16, he began to work for Af¬ 
ghan intelligence against the Tal¬ 
iban, according to the indictment. 
He says he fled Afghanistan after 
the Taliban became suspicious of 
him. 

Juedt told Stars and Stripes 
that his client feels no ill will to¬ 
ward Americans. 

“He did not become a Taliban 
because of hate toward Ameri¬ 
cans but for certain life circum¬ 
stances,” he said, which will likely 
be revealed during the trial. 

Federal prosecutors believe 
Abdol is an Islamic extrem¬ 
ist. They dismiss his claim that 
he didn’t aim his weapon at the 
Americans during the attacks 
in which he is alleged to have 
participated. 

The case is part of a crackdown 
across Germany on suspected 
Islamic radicals as the country 
looks to prevent terrorist attacks 
that have killed scores in Europe 
in recent years. 

In 2014, the federal prosecu¬ 
tor’s office investigated 117 indi¬ 
viduals suspected of participating 
in acts of terrorism both within 
Germany and abroad, a spokes¬ 
man told Stars and Stripes. Of 
those, 60 percent had ties to radi¬ 
cal Islam, said the spokesman, 
who declined to give his name, 
which is customary for the office. 
Figures for how many of those 
individuals were later tried were 
not available. 

Last year, the federal pros¬ 
ecutor conducted 1,200 inves¬ 
tigations, with 85 percent of 


defendants suspected of having a 
radical Islamic background. 

Legal challenges 

Jan Bockemuehl, chairman 
of Bavaria’s defense lawyer as¬ 
sociation, defended a client in 
Germany’s first trial under the 
International Criminal Code a 
few years ago in Stuttgart. 

He believes that many of the 
cases against foreigners accused 
of Islamic extremism should be 
tried in their home countries or 
before an international court. 

“It is extremely difficult to find 
incriminating or exonerating evi¬ 
dence if we deal with a crime that 
took place in a country far away,” 
he said. Not only is there the lan¬ 
guage barrier when questioning 
the accused and witnesses, it’s 
difficult to research crimes in the 
country in which they happened, 
Bockemuehl said. 

“In cases like these, we as de¬ 
fense lawyers have to do some¬ 
thing that is almost absurd. We 
have to rely on the evidence the 
prosecution will present,” he said. 

German prosecutors recently 
announced that Abdol will be 
tried as a juvenile, meaning he 
faces a maximum punishment of 
10 years in prison. It also means 
the trial won’t be open to the 
public. 

So far, Beazley is trying to keep 
her emotions in check. 

“I would love justice,” she said, 
but “I let go of the anger quite a 
while ago. I realized that it was 
fruitless, that all it was going to 
do was just tear me apart.” 

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Taliban wage fierce fight in remote Afghan region 



Sharif HASSAN/The Washington Post 

Col. Abdul Jalal Jalal looks at positions heid by Taliban forces in Afghanistan’s Farah province in February. 


Government control in Afghanistan 

The latest Taliban battleground is the 
western province of Farah. ^ 
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THE WASHINGTON POST 


By Sharif Hassan 

The Washington Post 

BELANDI, AFGHANISTAN 
— A convoy of armored vehicles 
moved toward this mud-walled 
village in Farah province, gun¬ 
ners firing nonstop. 

From a nearby command post, 
an Afghan army colonel trained 
his binoculars and called out 
enemy positions. Outside, soldiers 
and police officers milled impa¬ 
tiently in ankle-deep dust, waiting 
for orders to move in. 

Tahban fighters had captured a 
village pohce post several weeks 
before. Now, about 250 Afghan 
soldiers and police were here to 
take it back. 

“A hundred meters further,” 
Col. Abdul Jalal Jalal yelled after 
a 122 mm howitzer shell hit a mud 
compound and a cloud of smoke 
rose. Beside him, Gen. Fazel 
Ahmad Sherzad, the provincial 
pohce chief, was on his cellphone, 
listing coordinates for a possible 
U.S. airstrike. 

Amid the deafening sounds 
of crossfire, a bomb planted in a 
cracked mud wall exploded. Two 
police officers fell back, shghtly 
wounded, and were soon on their 
way to a hospital in Farah City, the 
provincial capital 8 miles south. 

For everyone else, the battle 
that mid-February morning was 
just beginning. 

As the Taliban continue an ag¬ 
gressive campaign to control 
territory across Afghanistan — 
skipping their traditional winter 
fighting break while thousands of 
new U.S. forces arrive to train and 
strengthen the Afghan security 
forces — one of their more sur¬ 
prising and successful targets has 
been Farah province, a remote 
western region that shares a bor¬ 
der with Iran. 

The insurgents hold pieces of 
strategic border provinces, such 
as Kunduz and Helmand, but have 
failed to take permanent control 
of their capitals despite repeated 
attempts. Now, they are turning to 
more far-flung, less well-defended 
provinces, including Farah and 
Badakhshan. An isolated farm¬ 
ing region, Farah has fewer than 
1 million inhabitants and is rarely 
visited by journalists. 

An intense assault 

The Taliban have been active 
in Farah for several years, but 
the current intense assault began 
two months ago. In January, they 
blocked highways to Farah City, 
seized large portions of neigh¬ 
boring Posht-e-Rod district and 
overran several security outposts, 
killing at least 43 policemen and 
wounding more than 50. Embold¬ 
ened, they crossed the dried Farah 
Rud River, a natural barrier to 
the city, and attacked a suburban 
outpost. 

The deputy provincial police 
chief, leading a reinforcement 
unit to defend the besieged men, 
was killed when a roadside bomb 
exploded near his Humvee. In 
other cases, outposts fell before 
help could arrive. 

“The Taliban reached the city’s 
gates,” said Amir Mohammad 
Ayobi, an elder in the capital. “For 
a week or two, they overran pohce 
posts every night.” He said local 


forces were not motivated to fight 
and that robbery and theft surged 
in the capital as the conflict 
neared. Families fled to neighbor¬ 
ing provinces amid the chaos, and 
angry protests broke out. 

The official reaction was swift. 
The provincial governor re¬ 
signed, and the police chief was 
fired. President Ashraf Ghani 
appointed replacements, and 
hundreds of reinforcements were 
sent to prevent the city from fall¬ 
ing, including elite Afghan army 
commandos and U.S. and Italian 
advisory troops. 

In the past several weeks, Af¬ 
ghan ground forces backed by 
airstrikes have fought to retake 
lost territory and reopen key 
roads. But the Taliban have long 
been entrenched in the province, 
operating freely in remote and 
unpoliced areas. 

By some estimates, the insur¬ 
gents now control 60 percent of 
Farah, while the government con¬ 
trols only the capital and 10 dis¬ 
trict centers, some of which are 
too dangerous for district officials 
to visit. Nationwide, the insurgents 
control at least 13 percent of the 
country’s 407 districts and are 
contesting up to one-third. 

Authorities in Farah refused 
to provide casualty statistics, but 
documents provided at a hospital 
showed that in the last 10 months, 
the bodies of 225 pohcemen, 52 
soldiers and 39 civilians were 
sent there, along with 230 police¬ 
men and 52 soldiers treated for 
wounds. 

Despite the heavy deployment of 
reinforcements, clashes continue 
in some districts. Farah City has 
largely returned to normal. Last 


SOURCES: FDD’S LONG WAR JOURNAL 

week, during a visit by a Washing¬ 
ton Post reporter, the streets were 
crowded and shops open. Army 
and police vehicles patrolled 
regularly, and attack helicopters 
circled periodically overhead. 

‘How’s everything?’ 

Nighttime patrols were also vis¬ 
ible, and late one evening, the new 
governor’s chief bodyguard, Mai- 
wand Alozai, took a spin around 
the capital in his white Toyota 
Hilux truck, music blaring loudly 
from the speakers, and stopped to 
chat at police check posts and late- 
night groceries. 

“How’s everything?” he asked 
one officer, who carried a Ka¬ 
lashnikov rifle on his shoulder. 
“Everything’s fine,” the man 


answered. 

But residents were still on 
guard, with insurgents still ac¬ 
tive nearby. 

“Security is good for now in the 
city,” said Abdullah Safi, 60, a fruit 
and vegetable seller there. “But 
we have two governments — one 
on the other side of the river and 
one on this side.” 

Officials and residents said 
Taliban aggression is not the only 
cause of persistent insecurity. 
There are only about 6,000 securi¬ 
ty forces to protect the large prov¬ 
ince — less than half the number 
in next-door Helmand, which is 
not much bigger but has been a 
mgjor conflict center for years. 

Local political leaders also 
said that corruption and rival¬ 
ries among local pro-government 


strongmen have undermined se¬ 
curity and that the police force is 
filled with “ghost” positions—fake 
names of low-ranking men whose 
salaries and other payments are 
pocketed by higher officers. 

‘Ghost officers’ 

“Believe me, 60 percent of the 
police are ghost officers,” said 
Abdul Saboor Khedmat, a mem¬ 
ber of parliament from Farah. 
He said most Tahban fighters are 
local villagers, and that the gov¬ 
ernment does not have enough 
forces to build permanent bases. 
When the troops leave an area, he 
said, the insurgents come back. 

Sherzad, the new police chief, 
said he was trying to restructure 
his department, stopping salary 
payments for 160 ghost officers 
and recalling 255 officers to 
duty who were protecting local 
politicians. 

He criticized the previous 
police leadership for failing to 
prevent the high number of casu¬ 
alties on the force. 

One slain policeman, Moham¬ 
med Ismail Hasrat, 27, was killed 
last month when Taliban fight¬ 
ers ambushed his reinforcement 
unit outside the city. His father, 
Abdul Ghafar, came last week to 
the provincial police compound, 
where the walls were decorated 
with the photos of fallen police¬ 
men, to collect his official condo¬ 
lence payment, but he blamed the 
government for his son’s death. 

“A shepherd looks after a miss¬ 
ing sheep in the herd,” he said. 

Other residents, including the 
provincial council head, com¬ 
plained of widespread official 
corruption and said local Taliban 
leaders were dispensing justice 
and settling disputes faster. On 
the other hand, they said, Taliban 
forces are profiting from drug pro¬ 
duction and smuggling in Farah, 
where opium poppy cultivation 
shot up by 40 percent from 2016 to 
2017, according the UN. Office on 
Drugs and Crime. 

Some officials said bombs and 
weapons made in Iran had been 
seized recently, but provincial of¬ 
ficials said there was no concrete 
evidence of a link between Iran 
and the insurgents. They said the 
Taliban is openly benefiting from 
Iran’s proximity, using a highway 
checkpoint in an area in Qala-i- 
Kah district to tax truckers who 
bring goods across the border. 

Nooruddin Jamali, a trader 
who imports cement and fertil¬ 
izer from Iran, said his truck driv¬ 
ers had been forced to pay about 
$4,000 in the past month alone. 

The greatest threat to Farah re¬ 
mains the insurgents’ determina¬ 
tion and strength on the battlefield. 
On Saturday, an overnight Tahban 
attack left 18 troops dead in then- 
camps in western Farah province. 
And earlier last week, officials 
said, the Taliban staged two sepa¬ 
rate attacks on security posts, one 
of them just outside Farah City. In 
that attack, officials said at least 20 
policemen were killed, along with 
13 Taliban fighters. Some police 
were taken hostage, and weapons 
and a Humvee were stolen. 


^The Taliban reached the city’s gates. For a week or two, they 
overran police posts every night. ^ 

Amir Mohammad Ayobi 

an elder in Farah City, Afghanistan 
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WAR/MILITARY _ 

CENTCOM: Russia, Iran threaten US' Mideast gains 



It is clear that Russia’s 
interests in Syria are Russia’s 
interests and not those 
of the wider international 
community. ^ 

Army Gen. Joseph Votel 

commander of U.S. Central Command 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Army Gen. 
Joseph Votel, commander of U.S. 
Central Command, warned a panel 
of lawmakers Tuesday that Russia 
and Iran are fueling new destabi¬ 
lization efforts in the Middle East 
that could impede U.S. gains in the 
region and against Islamic State. 

Votel made the stern warning 
during a House Armed Services 
Committee hearing on terror¬ 
ism and Iran and the remaining 
defense challenges in the Middle 
East. 

The general said Russian sup¬ 
port of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad has propped up his regime 
and complicated the defeat of ISIS. 
It has also fueled conflict among 
forces in the region, including the 
Syrian regime, the Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces, Iran, Turkey and 
U.S.-led coalition forces. 

“Diplomatically and militar¬ 
ily, Moscow plays both arsonist 
and firefighter, fueling tensions in 
Syria... then serving as an arbitrar 
to resolve disputes, attempting to 
undermine and weaken each par¬ 
ty’s bargaining positions,” Votel 
said. “Despite the key role that 
our partners on the ground — the 
Syrian Democratic Forces and the 
coalition — have played in dealing 
defeat to ISIS, Russia has placed 
this progress at risk with their ac¬ 
tivities, which are not focused on 
defeating ISIS ... It is clear that 
Russia’s interests in Syria are Rus¬ 


sia’s interests and not those of the 
wider international community.” 

The strong words come in the 
wake of a new National Defense 
Strategy last month that is shift¬ 
ing the military’s focus from the 
global fight against terrorism to 
a great rival power struggle with 
Russia and China. 

Tensions with Russia continue 
to escalate in the region as media 
reports revealed that Russian 
mercenaries attacked U.S. special 
operation forces in eastern Syria 
earlier this month. 

“This was a very clear case of 
self-defense on our part,” Votel 
said of the U.S. response to the 
effort. 

Even as the United Nations is¬ 
sued a new cease-fire resolution 
in Syria last weekend, it appeared 
to have little effect. Russia helped 
draft the directive, Votel noted. 

“Russia has to admit it’s not ca¬ 
pable or it does not want to play a 
role in ending the Syrian conflict 
here,” he said. “I think their role is 


incredibly destabilizing here.” 

This comes as Iran also fuels a 
destabilizing influence in the re¬ 
gion, Votel said. The region, the site 
of a long history of proxy wars, has 
seen Lebanese Hezbollah forces 
operating in multiple countries and 
hardline, Iran-backed Shia militia 
groups in Iraq and Syria. Iranian 
support has enabled the Houthis, 
an Islamic rebel movement, Votel 
said in prepared remarks. The 
convergence has fueled the civil 
war in Yemen. 

Even as much attention is fo¬ 
cused on North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons program, Iran’s weapons 
development remains a threat as 
U.S. leaders wrangle over the fu¬ 
ture of the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action agreement. 

“Iran continues to develop ad¬ 
vanced ballistic missile capabili¬ 
ties and also transfer them to the 
Houthis and to its Hezbollah prox¬ 
ies,” Votel said. “This will enable 
them to strike U.S. partners and 
allies, and the possibility Tehran 


will reinvigorate its nuclear pro¬ 
gram ... Nuclear proliferation, 
combined with proxy warfare, in¬ 
creases opportunities for miscal¬ 
culation and generates a serious 
threat to the region and the United 
States.” 

CENTCOM’s mission is facing 
a difficult challenge as Russia, 
China and Iran look to increase 
their influence in the region, said 
Rep. Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, 
chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

“The United States cannot af¬ 
ford to remove our attention or 
our presence from this vital area,” 
Thornberry said. “The challenge, 
however, is that CENTCOM has 
received the lion’s share of mili¬ 
tary resources for some time, and 
while its importance remains, we 
have to be more active in other 
vital areas of the world at the same 
time.” 

In a 45-page packet of prepared 
remarks, Votel said the global 
coalition to defeat ISIS and its 
partners, in particular the Iraqi 
Security Forces and Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces, have made “extraor¬ 
dinary progress” for more than 
three years. 

Among those efforts, the group 
has liberated Mosul and Raqqah, 
the former capitals in Iraq and 
Syria of ISIS’ self-proclaimed ca¬ 
liphate, he said. 

Now, more than 98 percent of 
the territory in Iraq and Syria 
formerly held by ISIS is no longer 
under their control, Votel said. 


In Afghanistan, the Operation 
Enduring Freedom Coalition, 
which comprises 39 countries, is 
supporting an “increasingly capa¬ 
ble Afghan National Defense and 
Security Forces as they destroy 
Taliban and ISIS safe havens, re¬ 
move terrorists from the battle¬ 
field and establish the conditions 
for greater Afghan governmental 
control,” he said. 

Votel agreed with lawmakers 
that even with these gains, CENT¬ 
COM continues to fight an uphill 
battle in the region. 

“Despite the great strides we 
have made, there is much work left 
to do,” Votel said in prepared re¬ 
marks. “The challenges in the re¬ 
gion are many: terrorism, violent 
conflicts, massive refugee popula¬ 
tions, economic stagnation, social 
upheaval, great power competi¬ 
tion, nuclear and ballistic missile 
threats, humanitarian crises and 
radical violent ideologies, to name 
a few.” 

Votel, however, said as focus 
shifts to Russia and China, the 
United States can continue to do 
a lot in the region with a smaller 
force through its key partners on 
the ground. 

“Certainly one of the key chal¬ 
lenges is making sure we don’t 
create the impression that we are 
abandoning CENTCOM,” he said. 
“This will always require us to be 
engaged to some aspect.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Russian ‘humanitarian pause’ goes into effect in Syria 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — A brief, Russia-ordered “hu¬ 
manitarian pause” went into effect on Tues¬ 
day as Syrian and Russian forces set up a 
corridor to allow civilians to leave a rebel- 
held enclave near Damascus, but by the 
end of the five-hour pause, no civilians had 
crossed over from the embattled territory. 

The lull gave a brief respite to the es¬ 
timated 400,000 residents of besieged 
eastern Ghouta, which has been under in¬ 


tense attack by the Syrian government for 
weeks. 

The United Nations and aid workers crit¬ 
icized the unilateral arrangement, saying 
the situation was not such that convoys can 
go in or people in need of medical evacua¬ 
tions can come out of the enclave. 

The enclave’s residents also fear their 
region would meet the same fate as the 
eastern, rebel-held half of the city of 
Aleppo, where a similar Russia-ordered 


pause in 2016 called on residents to evacu¬ 
ate the area and for gunmen to lay down 
their arms. A full ground assault followed, 
finally bringing Aleppo under government 
control. 

Footage on Tuesday from a crossing point 
manned by the Syrian military between 
eastern Ghouta and Damascus showed 
preparations were underway to allow civil¬ 
ians to leave, including small buses wait¬ 
ing at a parking area and soldiers milling 


about. Syria’s state-run Al-Ikhbariya TV 
said a restaurant was also set up there, but 
there were no signs of anyone emerging. 

Russia’s state news agency, Tass, said 
Russian military police on the ground have 
set up the humanitarian corridor with the 
Syrian troops. 

The Russian five-hour humanitar¬ 
ian pause, ordered by President Vladimir 
Putin, comes as a U.N. cease-fire failed to 
take hold in eastern Ghouta. 
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President declares willingness to buck NRA 

By Lisa Mascaro 
AND Matthew Daly 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump declared Monday 
he’s willing to take on the National 
Rifle Association over gun legisla¬ 
tion, but Republicans who control 
Congress aren’t so sure. They pre¬ 
fer to consider only modest chang¬ 
es to firearms limits in response 
to the mass shooting at a Florida 
high school. 

Congress returned to work Mon¬ 
day without following Trump’s 
lead on any of the mgjor initiatives 
he has tossed into the debate since 
the massacre at Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School. De¬ 
spite public calls for stricter gun 
laws, Republican leaders have 
largely kept quiet since the shoot¬ 
ing, which left 17 dead and ush¬ 
ered in another phase in the gun 
debate, prompted in large part by 
the activism of the young survi¬ 
vors. Some students visited with 
lawmakers Monday. 

Over the weekend. Trump spent 
time talking to Republican House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, of Wisconsin, 
and the White House is inviting 
lawmakers from both parties for 
meetings this week. But Trump’s 
ideas to arm many teachers, lift 
the minimum age for purchasing 
assault rifles to 21 and impose 
stricter background checks were 
falling flat. 

“You guys, half of you are so 
afraid of the NRA,” the president 
said Monday at a meeting with 
the nation’s governors. “There’s 


of Columbine 


out on TV. His close friend was killed. 

“I was probably not making good life 
choices at that time,” Neville said. “The 
friend who passed was doing everything 
right. Straight A’s. For me, it was a wake- 
up call that I needed to get my act together 
and that life is precious.” 

He graduated, enlisted in the Army, 
served in Iraq, earned a Bronze Star and 
attained captain’s rank before leaving in 
2013, completing college and entering poli¬ 
tics. Now that he is Colorado’s state House 
minority leader, Neville’s concealed-carry 
legislation is one of his dearest political 
priorities — a way to safeguard children, 
including his three daughters, by deterring 
would-be shooters. 

Like Neville, Haviland became more de¬ 
termined to serve others after the Colum¬ 
bine tragedy. She sees no straightforward 
solutions to mass shootings — only a lack of 
will by residents and officeholders to shed 
politics and vitriol and calmly address 
every aspect of a confounding issue. 

A self-described dorky kid who cap¬ 
tained the speech club, was a peer coun¬ 
selor and played golf, Haviland escaped 
with other panicked students. She said a 
teacher saved her life by pulling an alarm 
that closed a fire door that kept her from 
running into the gunmen. 

The tragedy strengthened Haviland’s 
conviction that she would be a school coun¬ 
selor one day. As chief of counseling for 
Denver schools, she’s seen it all: the gun 
debates, the mental health debates, the 
school security measures. The shock and 
horror of Columbine has become a norm. 

“I wonder sometimes if our students 
don’t start to expect it,” Haviland said. 


Student protests resonate with survivors 


By P. Solomon Banda 
AND James Anderson 
Associated Press 

DENVER — Patrick Neville was out¬ 
side, sneaking off to smoke with friends, 
and avoided the outburst of gunfire at Col¬ 
umbine High School nearly two decades 
ago, but he did not dodge the heartbreak. 
A close friend died, and the anguish in his 
friend’s father’s eyes is seared in Neville’s 
memory. 

Samantha Haviland was fundraising in 
the cafeteria and froze, uncomprehending, 
at the sound of screams just outside the 
window. Trancelike, she and others fled 
the room, then pressed against a wall of 
lockers, windows shot out down the hall. 
She, too, lost a close friend. 

The horror of April 20, 1999 — 13 died 
when two student gunmen attacked the 
suburban Denver school — changed Nev¬ 
ille and Haviland’s lives in different ways 
but inspired both to take action and serve 
others. It’s a calling they sadly share with 
survivors of the mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Park¬ 
land, Fla., who are demanding the nation 
take action on school violence. 

“Nineteen years ago when Columbine 
happened, we didn’t understand it. We 
were shocked by it. We didn’t think this 
was a thing. We thought we were outliers,” 
Haviland said. “We adults, myself and 
my generation, have failed these students 
where we have learned this is a thing and 
we still haven’t done anything.” 

Haviland, now director of counseling 
for Denver Public Schools, disagrees with 
the notion that guns in teachers’ hands 



In this frame from a video, Eric Harris, left, and Dylan Klebold are shown during their 
April 20, 1999, shooting rampage at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo. 


if 


would deter the mass 
shootings she fears 
have become all too 
common. 

Neville became 
a Republican state 
legislator whose re¬ 
peated attempts to 
arm teachers and 
school employees 
have been rejected by 
Democrats. 

Both insist they’ll 
keep fighting. And both concede a solution 
is far from reach. 

“The vitriol behind this debate is pretty 
kind of nasty,” said Neville, whose answer¬ 
ing machine in his Capitol office was full 
of angry messages, some threatening, over 


his failed legislation, 
which he plans to in¬ 
troduce again next I 
year. 

“Theaters. Shop¬ 
ping malls. Concerts. 

Churches. All of these 
places that we go to, 
and we feel safe, and 
we should feel safe, 
and we have made I 
them unsafe,” Havi¬ 
land said. “We have 
failed to make decisions to make those 
places safe.” 

Neville was a 15-year-old sophomore 
when the gunfire began. He fled the school 
grounds and gathered with others at a near¬ 
by elementary school as the ordeal played 



Haviland 


Hearing for shooting suspect canceled 


Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. — A 
Tuesday morning hearing in 
the criminal case against the 
suspect accused in the Florida 
high school shooting has been 
canceled. 

Prosecutors are seeking to ob¬ 
tain hair samples, fingerprints, 
DNA and photographs of Niko¬ 
las Cruz, 19. The hearing was 
removed from the court docket, 
and no explanation was immedi¬ 
ately available. 

Cruz, who has been charged 
with 17 counts of murder, was 
not expected to appear in court 
because he waived his right to 
attend the hearing. He is being 


nothing to be afraid of And you 
know what? If they’re not with 
you, we have to fight them every 
once in a while. That’s OK.” 

He later added that the NRA is 
“on our side.” 

Senate Repubhcans are hop¬ 
ing to consider more modest leg¬ 
islation from Sens. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas, and Chris Murphy, D- 
Conn., to strengthen the National 
Instant Criminal Background 
Check System. The “Fix NICS” 
bill, similar to one approved last 
year in the House, would penalize 
federal agencies that don’t proper¬ 
ly report required records used to 


held without bail at the Bro¬ 
ward County Jail. 

In a separate court mat¬ 
ter, Cruz’s lawyers are seek¬ 
ing to disqualify a judge from 
presiding over the case. The 
defense says in court papers 
that Circuit Court Judge Eliza¬ 
beth Scherer is biased in favor 
of prosecutors, threatening 
Cruz’s right to a fair trial. 

Cruz signed an affidavit in 
a barely legible printed scrawl 
that resembled the writing of a 
young child. 

Students were scheduled to 
return to school Wednesday for 
the first time since the Feb. 14 
shooting. 

Broward County Schools Su- 


determine whether someone can 
legally buy a gun. 

Cornyn, the Senate’s No. 2 Re¬ 
publican, questioned Trump’s 
proposal to raise the age limit for 
assault weapons, noting that the 
minimum age to enlist in the mili¬ 
tary is 18. “I’m not sure I under¬ 
stand the 21 age. I think there are 
better ways to address it than just 
an arbitrary age increase,” he told 
The Washington Times. 

Trump insisted Monday that 
sometimes political leaders need 
to buck the NRA, which builds its 
pohtical power by mqjor campaign 
spending and motivating gun 


perintendent Robert Runcie 
told the Sun Sentinel that the 
district’s hands were tied by 
federal law after Cruz turned 
18 and refused to let the school 
system continue providing him 
with crucial mental health and 
other services. 

“You can’t make someone do 
something when the law says 
they have the right to make that 
determination,” Runcie told the 
newspaper. 

Cruz was transferred to a 
school with programs for emo¬ 
tionally and disabled students 
when he was in eighth grade 
but wanted to be mainstreamed 
back into his home school, Run¬ 
cie said. 


rights supporters to vote. Though 
he did not mention increasing the 
minimum age for rifle purchases, 
he wants to toughen the Cornyn bill 
with stricter background checks, a 
change the NRA has opposed. 

“We’re going to strengthen it,” 
Trump said. “We’re going to make 
it more pertinent to what we’re 
discussing.” 

Democrats have long pressed 
for more sweeping changes to¬ 
ward a universal background 
check system, including requiring 
inquiries for online and gun show 
purchases. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 


Schumer, of New York, said Mon¬ 
day that if all Congress can accom¬ 
plish is passage of the “Fix NICS” 
bill, “it would be an abject failure 
and a dereliction of our duty.” 

Sens. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., 
and Pat Toomey, R-Pa., are reviv¬ 
ing their background check bill, 
which failed earlier, including 
after the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting in 2012. Man- 
chin said opponents at the time 
worried then-President Barack 
Obama would impose even strict¬ 
er restrictions. “Well, they’re not 
having that fear right now with 
President Trump,” he said. 

At a minimum. Congress should 
approve universal background 
checks, Schumer said, denounc¬ 
ing “NRA-backed bills that make 
Republicans feel better without 
meaningfully addressing the issue 
of gun safety.” 

In the House, many Democrats 
want to reinstate an assault weap¬ 
ons ban that expired more than a 
decade ago. 

But House Repubhcan leaders 
believe it’s up to the Senate to take 
the next steps, according to a top 
House GOP aide, who spoke only 
on condition of anonymity because 
he wasn’t authorized to discuss 
legislative strategy. 

The House passed legislation in 
December that included changes 
to the background check system. 
It was part of a broader package 
that stalled in the Senate because 
it included expanded gun rights 
by requiring states to recognize 
conceal-carry permits issued by 
other states. 
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High court: Detained immigrants 
can’t get periodic bond hearings 


By Jessica Gresko 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court ruled Tuesday that 
immigrants the government has 
detained and is considering de¬ 
porting aren’t entitled by law to 
periodic bond hearings. 

The case is a class-action law¬ 
suit brought by immigrants who’ve 
spent long periods in custody. The 
group includes some people fac¬ 
ing deportation because they’ve 
committed a crime and others 
who arrived at the border seeking 
asylum. 

The San Francisco-based U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 9th Cir¬ 
cuit had ruled for the immigrants, 
saying that under immigration 
law they had a right to periodic 
bond hearings. The court said the 
immigrants generally should get 
bond hearings after six months 
in detention, and then every six 
months if they continue to be 
held. 

The Supreme Court reversed 
that decision Tuesday and sided 
with the Trump administration, 
which had argued against the rul¬ 
ing, a position also taken by the 


Obama administration. 

Justice Samuel Alito wrote 
for five justices that immigra¬ 
tion law doesn’t require periodic 
bond hearings. But the justices 
sent the case back to the appeals 
court to consider whether the case 
should continue as a class action 
and the immigrants’ arguments 
that the provisions of immigra¬ 
tion law they are challenging are 
unconstitutional. 

Justice Stephen Breyer, writ¬ 
ing a dissenting opinion joined by 
two other liberal-leaning justices 
on the court. Justice Sonia Soto- 
mayor and Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, said he would have read 
the provisions of immigration law 
to require hearings for people de¬ 
tained for a prolonged period of 
time. 

“The bail questions before us 
are technical but at heart they are 
simple,” Breyer wrote. “We need 
only recall the words of the Dec¬ 
laration of Independence, in par¬ 
ticular its insistence that all men 
and women have ‘certain unalien¬ 
able Rights,’ and that among them 
is the right to ‘Liberty,’” he wrote. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union, which brought the case on 


behalf of the immigrants, had pre¬ 
viously said about 34,000 immi¬ 
grants are being detained on any 
given day in the United States, and 
90 percent of immigrants’ cases 
are resolved within six months. 
But some cases take much longer. 

In the case before the justices, 
Mexican immigrant Alejandro 
Rodriguez was detained for more 
than three years without a bond 
hearing. He was fighting deporta¬ 
tion after being convicted of mis¬ 
demeanor drug possession and 
joyriding, and was ultimately re¬ 
leased and allowed to stay in the 
United States. 

The justices first heard argu¬ 
ments in the case in January 2017 
when they were down a member 
following the death of Justice An¬ 
tonin Scalia. An eight-justice court 
was apparently split over the case, 
however, and the justices re-heard 
arguments after Justice Neil Gor- 
such joined the court. 

After those arguments. Justice 
Elena Kagan withdrew from the 
case, saying her staff had inadver¬ 
tently overlooked a conflict. That 
again left eight justices ruling on 
the case. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Monica Lewin¬ 
sky said the affair that led to im¬ 
peachment proceedings against 
President Bill Clinton “was not 
sexual assault” but “constituted a 
gross abuse of power.” 

Lewinsky writes in the March 
issue of “Vanity Fair” that she 
is “in awe of the sheer courage” 
of women who’ve been confront¬ 
ing “entrenched beliefs and 
institutions.” 

The former White House intern 
said she’s been diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress from being 
“publicly outed and ostracized,” 
and lauds the “#MeToo” move¬ 
ment for providing “the safety 
that comes from solidarity.” 

“There are many more women 
and men whose voices and stories 
need to be heard before mine. 
(There are even some people who 
feel my White House experiences 
don’t have a place in this move¬ 
ment, as what transpired between 
Bill Clinton and myself was not 
sexual assault, although we now 
recognize that it constituted a 
gross abuse of power),” Lewinsky 
wrote. 

Clinton initially denied the af¬ 
fair before admitting to it in 1998; 
the Democrat was acquitted by 
the Senate. 


Clinton’s representative did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment on Tuesday. 

“Now, at 44, I’m beginning (just 
beginning) to consider the impli¬ 
cations of the power differentials 
that were so vast between a presi¬ 
dent and a White House intern,” 
Lewinsky said. 

“I’m beginning to entertain 
the notion 
that in such 
a circum¬ 
stance the 
idea of con¬ 
sent might 
well be ren¬ 
dered moot. 
(Although 
power imbal¬ 
ances — and 
the ability to 
abuse them 
— do exist even when the sex has 
been consensual,)” she wrote. 

“He was my boss. He was the 
most powerful man on the planet. 
He was 27 years my senior, with 
enough life experience to know 
better. He was, at the time, at the 
pinnacle of his career, while I was 
in my first job out of college,” she 
said. 

Lewinsky added that “none of 
the above excuses me for my re¬ 
sponsibility for what happened. I 
meet Regret every day.)” 



Lewinsky 
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Craig Hudson, Charleston (W.Va.) Gazette-Mail/AP 


Protesters demonstrate in animal costumes at the West Virginia State Capitol on 
Friday, the second day of the teacher walkout in Charleston. 

Striking teachers in WYa. 
want their complaints heard 


Expansion 
of mental 
health care 
is sought 

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Amid the outcry over 
the Florida school shootings, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration says it is “actively exploring” 
ways to help states expand inpatient mental 
health treatment using Medicaid funds. 

President Donald Trump again brought 
up the issue of mental hospitals in a meet¬ 
ing with governors on Monday, invoking a 
time when states maintained facilities for 
mentally ill and developmentally disabled 
people. 

“In the old days, you would put him into a 
mental institution,” Trump said, apparently 
referring to alleged shooter Nikolas Cruz, 
whose troubling behavior prompted people 
close to him to plead for help from authori¬ 
ties, without success. “We’re going to have 
to start talking about mental institutions. 
... We have nothing between a prison and 
leaving him at his house, which we can’t do 
anymore.” 

Organizations representing state officials 
and people with mental illness say no one 
wants to go back to warehousing patients. 
But they also say federal action is needed 
to reverse a decades-old law known as the 
“IMD exclusion,” which bars Medicaid 
from paying for treatment in mental health 
facihties with more than 16 beds. IMD 
stands for “institution for mental diseases.” 

Last year, the Trump administration 
opened the way for states to seek waivers 
from the pohcy in cases involving treat¬ 
ment for substance abuse. On Monday a 
spokesman said states are pressing the ad¬ 
ministration for similar waivers for mental 
health care, and officials are looking for 
ways to address those requests. 

“We’ve continued to receive ... propos¬ 
als and strong interest from states to allow 
similar demonstrations for individuals 
with serious mental illness,” Johnathan 
Monroe, a spokesman for the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, said in a 
statement. “We are actively exploring how 
best to provide states with new opportuni¬ 
ties to improve their mental health delivery 
systems.” 

There’s no telhng if a more robust mental 
health care system would have saved the 17 
lives lost in Parkland, Fla., as well as other 
victims of mass shootings that have become 
tragically commonplace. Democrats say it’s 
no substitute for stronger gun control laws. 

But state officials would welcome a 
change to Medicaid’s exclusionary rule, 
said Matt Salo, head of the nonpartisan Na¬ 
tional Association of Medicaid Directors, 
which supports full repeal of the policy and, 
short of that, expanded waivers. 

“There is a need for a spectrum of ser¬ 
vices for people suffering from mental ill¬ 
ness and substance abuse,” Salo said. “That 
spectrum should include everything from 
community-based resources as well as 
more structured institutional care.” 

Medicaid is the federal-state health pro¬ 
gram for low-income people, a mqjor source 
of coverage for mental health treatment. 


By John Raby 
AND Michael Virtanen 
Associated Press 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Thousands 
of striking schoolteachers who have shut 
down West Virginia classrooms for days 
are demanding a face-to-face meeting 
with the governor and legislative leaders 
on their pay grievances, a union official 
said Monday. 

Teachers ralhed Monday outside the 
state Capitol amid pledges to continue 
the walkout that began Thursday unless 
their complaints are heard. The state’s 
average teacher pay ranks among the 
lowest in the nation, and teachers are 
balking at approved increases they say 
are too stingy. 

The teachers, represented by the 
American Federation of Teachers, the 
West Virginia Education Association 
and the West Virginia School Service 
Personnel Association, want Gov. Jim 
Justice and leaders from the state Sen¬ 
ate and House to meet with them on their 
complaints. 

Until that happens, the strike by teach¬ 
ers in all 55 counties will continue, said 
Christine Campbell, president of the 
American Federation of Teachers’ West 
Virginia chapter. “You’ve got to come 
to the table. We can’t have five different 
conversations,” Campbell said. Until ev¬ 
eryone get together at once, “we’re not 
going back” to the classroom. 

She said there have been separate talks 
with various leaders but not with the 
governor, who spoke at town hall-style 
meetings Monday in the cities of Wheel¬ 
ing, Martinsburg and Morgantown. She 
said union officials have spoken at times 
with the governor’s staff. 

West Virginia’s governor has approved 
across-the-board teacher pay raises of 
$808 next year and $404 the following 
two years. But teachers say the increases 
aren’t enough, especially as health care 
costs rise. 

On Monday, Justice talked with teach¬ 


ers and others at three stops in the 
northern area of West Virginia, where 
he promised to launch a task force to ad¬ 
dress education issues within a week to 
10 days. He urged the teachers to return 
to work Tuesday. 

The governor was occasionally heck¬ 
led by a crowd of more than 150 in Mor¬ 
gantown. There, he said he doubted they 
could get more from their walkout than 
the 2 percent raise he and the Legisla¬ 
ture had already approved for next year. 

Justice also 
said bigger 
raises would 
follow if num¬ 
bers next 
year confirm 
the state’s 
economic 
turnaround. 
Teachers 
should push 
for an in¬ 
creased sev¬ 
erance tax on 
natural gas to 
permanently 
fix funding for the insurance program 
for them and other pubhc employees, he 
added. 

State schools Superintendent Steve 
Paine said a decision would be made 
on whether to add an item to the state 
Board of Education meeting Tuesday 
that would discuss possible legal action 
against teachers. Paine has said the 
work stoppage is illegal and disruptive to 
student learning. 

No such agenda item had been added 
as of Monday afternoon. 

The walkout was in its third day Mon¬ 
day. Missed class time is automatically 
added to the end of the school year. 

The Public Employees Insurance 
Agency, a state entity that administers 
health care programs for pubhc workers, 
including teachers, has agreed to freeze 
health insurance premiums and rates for 
the next fiscal year for state workers. 


Calif, mayor 
vFarns of raids 
by ICE agents 

By Oolga R. Rodriguez 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — The mayor of Oak¬ 
land, Calif, warned residents of large-scale 
raids by immigration agents in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, marking the latest es¬ 
calation of tensions between California of¬ 
ficials and the Trump administration. 

Calling it her “duty and moral obligation” 
to warn families. Mayor Libby Schaaf’s un¬ 
usual alert last weekend follows months of 
criticism of her decision to allow Oakland 
police to direct traffic during an Immi¬ 
gration and Customs Enforcement raid in 
August. 

Schaaf, a Democrat seeking re-election 
this year, has been trying to demonstrate 
her support for the immigrant community 
ever since. The mayor said “credible sourc¬ 
es” told her ICE would be targeting immi¬ 
grants being sought for living in the country 
illegally and not those wanted for crimes. 

She said she shared the warning not to 
cause panic but to protect immigrants in a 
city and a state with “sanctuary” policies 
that limit cooperation with federal immi¬ 
gration agents. 

The warning prompted hundreds of phone 
calls and social media messages, mostly 
from out of state, accusing the mayor of 
treason and obstruction of justice and call¬ 
ing for her immediate removal, spokesman 
Justin Berton said Monday. 

Schaaf made the decision after consult¬ 
ing with local community leaders, who 
agreed she should go public so people could 
prepare, Berton said. 

Immigration attorney Luis Angel Reyes 
Savalza, said groups that help immigrants in 
the San Francisco Bay Area had to scram¬ 
ble to reach out to immigrant communities 
and remind them of available help. 

“When this sort of information about ICE 
enforcement actions is widely distributed in 
such a haphazard manner, it creates panic 
instead of informing them of the resources 
available to them and their rights,” Reyes 
Savalza said. 

He said that if Schaaf wants to protect 
“the immigrant community, she needs to do 
it in a responsible manner and tap into the 
networks of community organizers and at¬ 
torneys that have been doing this work for 
more than a decade.” 

Schaaf’s message comes days after Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump said he was consider¬ 
ing pulling ICE agents out of California 
in what was seen as an empty taunt and 
marked the latest threat to immigrants in 
recent months. 


Trump names campaign 
manager for re-election bid 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump named former digital adviser Brad 
Parscale as campaign manager of his 2020 
re-election campaign. 

In a statement, the Trump campaign said 
Parscale will lead “advanced planning” for 
the 2020 effort, and that the campaign will 
also be engaged in the 2018 midterm elec¬ 
tions — which are shaping up to be a chal¬ 
lenging environment for Republicans. 

Parscale, an Austin-based digital con¬ 
sultant and ally of Trump son-in-law and 
senior adviser Jared Kushner, ran the 
Trump campaign’s digital operations in 
2016, which included sophisticated social 
media targeting. He previously worked for 
the Trump Organization. 

The Associated Press 


You’ve got 
to come to 
the table. We 
can’t have 
five different 
conversations. ^ 

Christine Campbell 

American Federation of 
Teachers 














Wednesday, February 28,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION 


Mo. House forms panel on governor 


By David A. Lieb and Jim Salter 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The Missouri 
House formed a special panel of seven law¬ 
makers on Monday to investigate Gov. Eric 
Greitens following an invasion-of-privacy 
charge alleging he took a nonconsensual photo 
of a woman in a compromising position. 

The committee, which will have subpoena 
powers, will determine whether to initiate im¬ 
peachment proceedings against the Republi¬ 
can governor to try to remove him from office. 
Its work will be separate from the criminal 
proceedings in St. Louis. 

Committee Chairman Jay Barnes pledged 
a “fair, thorough and timely” investigation 
“without any preordained results.” 

“Our focus is going to be on the underlying 
facts of the indictment and the circumstances 
surrounding it,” said Barnes, a Jefferson City 
attorney. 

An indictment handed down Thursday al¬ 
leges Greitens took a photo of a woman “in a 
state of full or partial nudity” without her con¬ 
sent and transmitted it in a way that allowed 
access by a computer. The alleged incident 
occurred in March 2015 as Greitens was pre¬ 


paring to run for governor. 

Greitens, a Rhodes Scholar and former 
Navy SEAL, has acknowledged having an af¬ 
fair in 2015 with his former hairdresser but 
hasn’t directly answered questions about 
whether he bound the woman’s hands, blind¬ 
folded her and took a photo while warning her 
to remain silent about their sexual encounter 
— as the woman alleged in a conversation that 
her then-husband secretly recorded. 

In court Monday, St. Louis prosecutors told 
a judge that the investigation could broaden 
to include matters beyond the allegations of 
invasion of privacy but did not elaborate. That 
claim, during a hearing that was not on the 
St. Louis Circuit Court docket, drew an angry 
response from Greitens’ legal team, the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch reported. 

“Once you have an indictment, that’s it,” 
said Jack Garvey, a former judge and member 
of Greitens’ defense team. 

Circuit Judge Rex Burlison set a tentative 
trial date of May 14. But a spokeswoman for 
St. Louis Circuit Attorney Kim Gardner said 
the office will continue to push for a later 
trial. 

Greitens’ attorneys have requested that the 


indictment be dismissed. 

At the Capitol in Jefferson City, some law¬ 
makers sought to encourage Greitens to re¬ 
sign before either the criminal proceedings 
or House investigation has concluded. 

Republican Rep. Shamed Dogan, who had 
not previously called for Greitens’ resigna¬ 
tion, joined Rep. Marsha Haefner in a press 
conference saying they had collected the sig¬ 
natures of about a dozen GOP House mem¬ 
bers on a letter calling on Greitens to resign. 
The two St. Louis-area Republicans declined 
to identify the other lawmakers or to release 
the letter. 

“It is hard to see how he can be an effective 
governor or leader of the Missouri Republican 
Party while fighting a criminal case,” Dogan 
said. 

Greitens has vowed to continue working. 
The governor’s office released photos of Gre¬ 
itens consoling people Monday and touring to 
view damage from tornadoes that struck the 
rural southeastern Missouri communities of 
Malden and Matthews over the weekend. 

The House investigatory committee will 
consist of five Republicans and two Demo¬ 
crats and will begin its work this week. 


Report: Kerner inequality concerns remain 



AP 


Racial riots that broke out in Detroit in July 1967 led President Lyndon Johnson to form the 
Kerner Commission, which released a report on race relations and poverty 50 years ago. 


By Russell Contreras 
Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Barriers to 
equality are posing threats to democracy in 
the US. as the country remains segregated 
along racial lines and child poverty worsens, 
says a study examining the nation 50 years 
after the release of the landmark 1968 Kerner 
Report. 

The new report released Tuesday blames 
US. policymakers and elected officials, saying 
they’re not doing enough to heed the warning 
on deepening poverty and inequality as high¬ 
lighted by the Kerner Commission a half-cen¬ 
tury ago, and it lists a number of areas where 
the country has seen “a lack of or reversal of 
progress.” 

“Racial and ethnic inequality is growing 
worse. We’re resegregating our housing and 
schools again,” said former US. Sen. Fred 
Harris, of Oklahoma, a co-editor of the new 
report and last surviving member of the origi¬ 
nal Kerner Commission created by President 
Lyndon Johnson in 1967. “There are a few 
more people who are poor now than was true 
50 years ago. Inequality of income is worse.” 

The new study titled “Healing Our Divided 
Society: Investing in America Fifty Years 
After the Kerner Report” says the percent¬ 
age of people living in deep poverty — less 
than half of the federal poverty level — has 
increased since 1975. About 46 percent of 
people living in poverty in 2016 were classi¬ 
fied as living in deep poverty —16 percentage 
points higher than in 1975. 

Although there has been progress for His¬ 
panic homeownership since the Kerner Com¬ 
mission, the homeownership gap has widened 
for blacks, the report found. Three decades 
after the Fair Housing Act of 1968 passed, 
black homeownership rose by almost 6 per¬ 
centage points. 

But those gains were wiped out from 2000 
to 2015 when black homeownership fell 6 per¬ 
centage points, the report says. 

The report blames the black homeowner¬ 
ship declines on the disproportionate effect 
the subprime crisis had on black families. 

In addition, gains to end school segrega¬ 
tion were reversed because of a lack of court 
oversight and housing discrimination. The 
court oversight allowed school districts to 
move away from desegregation plans, and 
housing discrimination forced black and La¬ 
tino families to move into largely minority 


neighborhoods. 

In 1988, for example, about 44 percent of 
black students went to m^ority-white schools 
nationally. Only 20 per¬ 
cent of black students do 
so today, the report says. 

The result of those 
gaps means that people 
of color and those strug¬ 
gling with poverty are 
confined to poor areas 
with inadequate hous¬ 
ing, underfunded schools 
and law enforcement that 
views those residents 
with suspicion, the report 
said. 

Those facts are bad for the whole country, 
and communities have a moral responsibility 
to address them now, said Harris, who now 
lives in Corrales, N.M. 

The new report calls on the federal govern¬ 
ment and states to push for more spending on 


early childhood education and a $15 minimum 
wage by 2024. 

It also demands more regulatory oversight 
over mortgage leaders to prevent predatory 
lending, community policing that works with 
nonprofits in minority neighborhoods and 
more job training programs in an era of auto¬ 
mation and emerging technologies. 

Johnson formed the original 11-member 
Kerner Commission as Detroit was engulfed 
in a raging riot in July 1967. That summer, 
more than 150 cases of civil unrest erupted 
across the US. Harris and other commission 
members toured riot-torn cities and inter¬ 
viewed black and Latino residents and white 
police officers. 

The commission recommended that the 
federal government spend billions to attack 
structural racism in housing, education and 
employment. But Johnson, angry that the 
commission members didn’t praise his anti¬ 
poverty programs, shelved the report and re¬ 
fused to meet with members. 



Harris 


Hicks appears before 
panel in Russia probe 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s longtime aide 
Hope Hicks was meeting with the 
House Intelligence Committee on 
Tuesday for a closed-door inter¬ 
view as part of the panel’s Russia 
investigation. 

The panel is investigating con¬ 
tacts between Trump’s campaign 
and Russia, as is special counsel 
Robert Mueller. Hicks has also 
been interviewed by Mueller. 

As one of Trump’s closest aides, 
she is a key eyewitness to his ac¬ 
tions over the past several years. 
She was his spokeswoman during 
the 2016 presidential campaign 
and is White House communica¬ 
tions director. 

In the hours before Hicks’ ar¬ 
rival, Trump tweeted several 
times, quoting cable news com¬ 
mentators who said they hadn’t 
seen evidence of collusion be¬ 
tween Trump and Russia. One 
tweet encouraged investigations 
of his Democratic presidential 
rival, Hillary Clinton. And a 
last tweet simply said “WITCH 
HUNT!” 

Upon further review, 
Corker won’t run again 

WASHINGTON — Tennessee 
Republican Sen. Bob Corker has 
decided to not seek re-election 
this November after all. 

Todd Womack, chief of staff to 
the two-term senator, said that 
“the senator believes he made the 
right decision in September” not 
to run again and will leave the 
Senate when his term expires in 
January 2019. 

Corker has been a bitter critic 
of President Donald Trump and 
is chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In recent weeks. Corker began 
rethinking his decision to leave 
the chamber. But by then, a Ten¬ 
nessee congresswoman and a 
former congressman had already 
filed to run in the GOP’s August 
primary for the seat. 

Sen. Sanders’ son 
running for Congress 

CLAREMONT, N.H. — Ver¬ 
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders’ son 
says he’s running for Congress in 
New Hampshire. 

Levi Sanders is joining seven 
other Democrats and three Re¬ 
publicans in this year’s race for 
the seat now held by Democratic 
Rep. Carol Shea-Porter, who is 
stepping down after her term 
ends. 

Sanders, 48, a legal services 
analyst in Massachusetts who has 
lived in New Hampshire for 15 
years, is the latest relative of the 
2016 presidential contender and 
independent Vermont senator to 
announce a bid for public office. 
Levi Sanders’ stepsister, Carina 
Driscoll, is running for mayor 
of Burlington, Vt., a post held by 
Bernie Sanders four decades ago. 

Many of the positions put for¬ 
ward by Sanders are similar to 
those of his father, who cam¬ 
paigned for a single-player health 
care system and free tuition at 
public universities during his bid 
for the Democratic presidential 
nomination in 2016. 

From the Associated Press 
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Competing concerns for athletes 

Parents worried about physical, sexual abuse in youth sports take charge 



Photos by Elaine Thoivipson/AP 


Youth coach Lara Mae Chollette drills with her daughter, Linda, as her son, Jaylen, 
looks on at a gym in Seattle. Chollette said her awareness of schedules and of other 
people at the sports facilities her family uses helps prevent potential abuse. 


By Sally Ho 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — With Olympic prodigies 
having just dazzled audiences worldwide, 
parents in the U.S. are reconciling the 
thrill of the gold with their fears from re¬ 
cent sexual abuse scandals in elite youth 
sports. 

Shannon Stabbert said her 6-year-old 
daughter wants to be a gymnast, but the 
Seattle mother has decided to put her in a 
martial arts program instead. 

“I have no doubt she will be quite amaz¬ 
ing at gymnastics,” Stabbert said. “I just 
don’t feel like it’s a mentally, physically, 
emotionally healthy sport for girls.” 

High-profile cases of sexual abuse and 
other predatory behavior in gymnastics, 
swimming and other sports have jolted 
many parents who believe athletics can be 
an important part of their child’s develop¬ 
ment. Some now feel compelled to be more 
cautious in monitoring their child’s contact 
with coaches and other adults. 

Experts say the spotty rules and certi¬ 
fications for coaches and glorification of 
sports culture can make children who feel 
pressure to achieve even more vulnerable. 
No longer a casual pastime, sports teams 
can leave kids as young as 5 in the care of 
undertrained, undersupervised coaches. 

Emmett Gill, a professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Texas and expert on the personal 
development of student athletes, said suc¬ 
cess often means children leave their com¬ 
munities to compete, which can leave them 
at more risk. 

“It’s clear that the coach’s responsibil¬ 
ity, and their permanent goal, is to win, 
and that can sacrifice protecting vulner¬ 
able children,” Gill said. “We really have 
forgotten about that good old neighbor¬ 
hood team. Now youth sports is a bunch of 
strangers on teams with the best athletes, 
with the purpose of winning.” 

One national organization trying to pre¬ 
vent abuse of young athletes is the U.S. 
Center for SafeSport, a Denver-based non¬ 
profit that formed last year. 

It launched following the initial allega¬ 
tions of sexual abuse against Larry Nassar, 
the disgraced sports doctor for USA Gym¬ 
nastics who will spend the rest of his life in 
prison after admitting he molested some of 
the nation’s top gymnasts under the guise 
of medical treatment. 

The U.S. Olympic Committee developed 
SafeSport, but it’s now an independent 
organization that works with law enforce¬ 
ment to investigate abuse allegations for 
the 49 Olympic and Paralympic sports. 

In addition to offering an online link for 
anonymous abuse reports, SafeSport also 
provides educational and training material 
for youth leagues nationwide. The goal is to 


prevent abuse altogether. 

“We have got to get upstream and do 
more to educate athletes, to educate par¬ 
ents, to educate coaches and to educate 
sport administrators,” SafeSport CEO 
Shellie Pfohl said. “I want every parent to 
know what questions they should be asking 
when they sign their child up.” 

Since its inception, SafeSport has re¬ 
ceived 470 reports of either emotional or 
physical abuse, including 165 reports this 
year and 222 active investigations overall. 
In some cases, the organization didn’t have 
jurisdiction over a youth league to investi¬ 
gate an allegation. 

Youth leagues outside Olympic and 
Paralympic sports don’t have a national or¬ 
ganization to investigate reports of physi¬ 
cal abuse, harassment, hazing and other 
issues. Many of those leagues have spent 
years trying to mute overreaching parents 
through codes of conduct but now have 
to walk the line between input and child 
safety. 

“There’s a balance between appropri¬ 
ate parental involvement and engagement, 
meaning are there overzealous parents 
who may upset the team dynamic or be 
inappropriate in terms of their treatment 
of the coach or athletes, and balancing that 
with parental due diligence,” Pfohl said. 
“We want parents to be empowered to not 
only ask these questions but to hold people 


accountable.” 

Gill, the expert on student athlete devel¬ 
opment, urges all sports programs to cre¬ 
ate safety guidelines that clearly indicate 
the protocol for adults who suspect abuse. 
Though teachers and doctors must report 
it, coaches and volunteers do not. 

“If we’re really about youth development 
and character development, this is going to 
be in front — and the most important part 
— of our bylaws,” Gill said. 

Even the regulators are not immune. 
The chief safety officer of USA Swimming, 
Susan Woessner, announced last week that 
she was resigning after revealing she had 
kissed a coach accused of sexual abuse 
and later assisted in the governing body’s 
investigation of him. 

Sean Hutchison is under criminal in¬ 
vestigation after Olympic swimmer Ari- 
ana Kukors said he abused her as a minor. 
Woessner said she wasn’t in a relationship 
with Hutchison. 

USA Swimming also issued a letter to 
parents saying it had failed members and 
its system was “not flawless” and vowing 
to “ensure that there is never a lapse of a 
support system again.” 

Many parents say they will look to set 
more boundaries and ask more questions. 

“Sometimes you kind of wonder, am I 
missing something as [a] parent? Am I not 
looking? Am I not asking the right ques¬ 
tions? Am I trusting too much?” said Lara 
Mae Chollette, a Seattle mother of three. 

Chollette, who works in human resourc¬ 
es, said she’s also wondered lately whether 
parents should stay for lengthy practices. 
If someone else is watching her kids, she 
finds out the ages of the other siblings who 
may come along. Her husband also has 
made a rule against taking responsibility 
for another child for overnight trips. 

As a coach herself of youth soccer and 
basketball, Chollette said she knows the 
schedules, other parents and how people 
come and go from the sports facilities, 
which is helpful. 

“It’s truly a commitment for us,” Chol¬ 
lette said of attending every practice, game 
and trip. “We see it as an educational el¬ 
ement for our kids. There are things in 
sports that a teacher can’t teach. There are 
things in sports that life can’t teach.” 



Chollette embraces her children at the gym. 


Anti-Semitic 
incidents np in 
’17, report says 

By Michael Kunzelman 
Associated Press 

The Anti-Defamation League is report¬ 
ing a 57 percent increase in anti-Semitic 
incidents in the U.S. last year, the highest 
tally that the Jewish civil rights group has 
counted in more than two decades, accord¬ 
ing to data it is releasing Tuesday. 

The New York City-based organization 
found 1,986 anti-Semitic incidents last 
year, up from 1,267 in 2016. That’s the 
highest total since 1994 and the largest 
single-year increase since the group began 
collecting this data in 1979. 

The ADL said the sharp rise includes 
952 vandalism incidents, an increase of 
86 percent from 2016. The group also 
counted 1,015 incidents of harassment, in¬ 
cluding 163 bomb threats against Jewish 
institutions. 

ADL national director and CEO Jona¬ 
than Greenblatt said the “alarming” in¬ 
crease appears to be fueled by emboldened 
far-right extremists as well as the “divisive 
state of our national discourse.” 

“Less civility has led to more intoler¬ 
ance,” he told The Associated Press. 

Greenblatt also acknowledged that 
heightened awareness of the problem 
likely led to increased reporting of anti-Se¬ 
mitic incidents. 

Anti-Semitic incidents at schools and on 
college campuses nearly doubled for the 
second year in a row, with 457 such inci¬ 
dents reported in non-Jewish schools last 
year, the ADL report says. 

The ADL and other groups have reported 
a surge in the number of incidents in which 
far-right extremist groups have posted 
racist and anti-Semitic flyers on college 
campuses. ADL spokesman Todd Gutnick 
said the report’s tally only counts incidents 
in which flyers had explicitly anti-Semitic 
messages. 

The ADL also counted 19 anti-Semitic 
physical assaults last year, a 47 percent de¬ 
crease from 2016. 

Most of the bomb threats against Jewish 
community centers and day schools last 
year were allegedly made by an 18-year- 
old Israeli-American Jewish hacker, who 
was arrested in Israel last March. Sepa¬ 
rately, a former journalist from St. Louis 
pleaded guilty to making a string of fake 
bomb threats to Jewish organizations last 
year in the name of his ex-girlfriend in an 
effort to disrupt her life. 

Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld, of Ohev Sholom- 
The National Synagogue in Washington, 
said neo-Nazis in the U.S. are emboldened 
“in a way I have not seen in my lifetime.” 

“It’s scary,” said Herzfeld, whose syna¬ 
gogue received a bomb threat in April. 
“I think there is no question that it’s on 
people’s minds, and there is more of it out 
there.” 

The ADL is urging Congress to pass 
legislation to expand federal protections 
against bomb threats to religious institu¬ 
tions. The legislation, approved by the U.S. 
House of Representatives in December, 
awaits action in the Senate, the ADL said. 

Greenblatt also urges “all public figures” 
to speak out against anti-Semitism “wheth¬ 
er you’re the president of the United States 
or the head of the local RT.A.” 

President Donald Trump was widely 
criticized for saying there was “blame on 
both sides” after violence erupted in Au¬ 
gust at a white nationalist rally in Char¬ 
lottesville, Va., where Heather Heyer, 32, 
was killed when a man drove his car into a 
crowd of demonstrators. 

The ADL says it compiles its incident 
data from news reports and information 
provided by victims, law enforcement and 
“community leaders.” 
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The first Stars and Stripes was 
printed during the Civil War, when 
a band of Union soldiers published 
a handful of editions. 

During World War I, Stars and 
Stripes reappeared in Paris on 
February 8,1918, to serve the 
doughboys of the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF), by order 
of General of the Armies John J. 
Pershing. An all-military staff 
produced it weekly until the 
war’s end. 

A second renaissance began on 
April 18, 1942, when a small 
group of servicemen began 
publishing a four-page weekly 
Stars and Stripes in London. They 
sold each copy for “tuppence” 
(about 5 cents) and in no time 
doubled their page count to eight 
pages, printing daily instead 
of weekly. 

The first World War II edition of 
Stars and Stripes featured an 
interview with Gen. George C. 
Marshall, Army Chief of Staff. 
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, 
World War I Commander of the 
AEF, who described Stripes as a 
major factor in sustaining morale. 
Stars and Stripes later found a 
champion and protector in Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 
Allied Commander and later 
president of the United States. 

Eisenhower enforced a hands-off 
policy in regard to Stars and 
Stripes that continues to the 
present day. 

Operations expanded, following 
GIs to the battlefront to bring them 
the news. During the war. Stars 
and Stripes published over 30 


separate editions, running 
up to 24 pages per issue. 

At one time. Stars and 
Stripes had some 25 
printing locations in Europe, 
North Africa, the Middle East 
and the Pacific. The Pacific 
edition was launched a week 
after VE day (Victory in 
Europe, May 8,1945). 

The war ended—but Stars 
and Stripes kept going. Its 
reporters and photographers 
continued to Join American 
troops in the field, through¬ 
out the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts, during the 1990s 
Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, and in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. 

From the 2003 outset of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Stars and Stripes was there 
to report first-hand. The war 
in Afghanistan continues to 
receive steady coverage. 

And during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, Stripes reporters 
embedded with military 
units in Kuwait and Iraq, 
as well as on Navy ships in 
the region. 


Stars and Stripes today is a 
multimedia news organization. The 
majority of Stars and Stripes 
unique reporting efforts is read 
now in digital form, either online at 
stripes.com or via mobile offerings 
for iPhone, Android and iPad, in 
over 200 countries around 
the world. 

The print newspaper is still avail¬ 
able for servicemembers, govern¬ 
ment civilians and their families in 


Europe, the Middle East and the 
Pacific—and in contingency areas. 
Washington, D.C., hosts the 
Central office, where daily editions 
are transmitted to printers in 
Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, and Djibouti, as well as in 
Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, and 
South Korea. Stars and Stripes 
also publishes several weeklies 
(Stripes Guam, Japan, Korea and 
Okinawa), designed to serve the 


needs of their respective 
military communities. 

A U.S. edition comprised exclu¬ 
sively of Stars and Stripes reports 
from around the world now serves 
stateside forces and veterans. 

The U.S. edition is published in 
partnership with commercial 
newspaper publishers who 
serve communities with large 
military populations. 


STARSCaSTRIPES. 

IIECOKIilZEIIFOIlEXCELLEKCE 


(^2015 Columbia Journalism 
School Dart Awards - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Finalist: Martin Kuz: "Army Sgt. 
Issac Sims left the war in Iraq, 
but it didn’t leave him” 

® 2014 Sigma Delta Chi Award - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Recipient: Martin Kuz: “Death 
shapes iife for teams that prepar 
bodies of fallen troops for final 


(J) 2014 VFW News Media Award - 

For outstanding contribution to a bet 


(^ 2013 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Notable Narrative Winner 
Recipient: Laura Rauch 

2013 Best American Newspaper 
Narrative Writing Contest - 

Notable Narrative Winner Recipient: 
Martin Kuz: “Soldiers Recount Attack' 


2013 National Headline Awards - 

Second Place: News Series 
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded; 

A Family Challenged) 

(★) 2011 Military Photographer of the Year - 

Flonorable Mention 
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts 

<$) 2011 Sigma Deita Chi Award - 

Breaking News Photography 
(Newspaper Circulation 100,001-t 
or Affiliated Website/National 
Magazine) Recipient: Laura Rauch: 

“For those I love I will sacrifice" 

® 2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary 
Award for Excellence in Journalism - 

k” Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation 


Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipient: Jon Rabiroff 

2010 National Headliner Awards - 

First Piace: Public Service (Forcing Change) - 

Third Piace: News Series 

(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce) 

(^ 2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism - 

George Polk Award for Military Reporting 
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane III 
and Kevin Baron 

(^ 2007 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation) 
Recipient: Monte Morin 


(^2006 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono; 
Honorabie mention: Nancy Montgomery 
Photography: Fred Zimmerman 


IKI)EPEM)EKT mn FOIt THE 
U.S. MILITARY COMMUNITY 


Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live 
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Saudi military leaders replaced amid war in Yemen 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Saudi 
Arabia replaced its military chief of staff 
and other defense officials Tuesday in a 
shake-up apparently aimed at overhauling 
its Defense Ministry during the stalemated 
and ruinous war in Yemen. 

The kingdom also announced a new fe¬ 
male deputy minister of labor and social 
development as it tries to broaden the role 
of women in the workplace. 

Saudi Arabia made the announcement 
in a flurry of royal decrees carried by the 
state-run Saudi Press Agency. As with 
many announcements in the ultracon¬ 
servative Sunni kingdom, it was short on 
details. 

King Salman “approved the document 
on developing the Ministry of Defense, 
including the vision and strategy of the 
ministry’s developing program, the opera¬ 
tional pattern targeting its development, 
the organizational structure, governance 
and human resources requirements,” one 
statement said. 


That restructuring was part of a “multi¬ 
year effort,” Prince Faisal bin Farhan, 
a senior adviser at the Saudi Embassy in 
Washington, wrote on Twitter. 

Prominent among the personnel chang¬ 
es was the firing of military chief of staff 
Gen. Abdulrahman bin Saleh al-Bunyan. 
Another announcement said the general 
would become a consultant to the royal 
court. 

Al-Bunyan was replaced by Gen. Fayy- 
adh bin Hamid al-Rwaili, who once had 
been the commander of the Royal Saudi 
Air Force, among the nation’s premier 
military forces. 

Also appointed as an assistant defense 
minister was Khaled bin Hussain al-Bi- 
yari, the CEO of the publicly traded mobile 
phone and internet service provider Saudi 
Telecom Co. 

The decisions come as the Saudi-led co¬ 
alition, chiefly backed by the United Arab 
Emirates, remains mired in a stalemate in 
Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest country. 
More than 10,000 people have been killed 
in the war in which Saudi-led forces back 
Yemen’s internationally recognized gov¬ 


ernment against Shiite rebels and their 
allies who are holding the Yemeni capi¬ 
tal, Sanaa, and much of the north of the 
country. 

The kingdom faces wide international 
criticism for its airstrikes killing civilians 
and striking markets, hospitals and other 
civilian targets. Aid groups also blame a 
Saudi-led blockade of Yemen for pushing 
the country to the brink of famine. 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
the heir to the throne after his father. King 
Salman, is the Saudi defense minister and 
architect of the Yemen war. While the 
crown prince has burnished his reputation 
abroad with promises of business-friend¬ 
ly reforms and other pledges, his role in 
Yemen haunts that carefully considered 
public personae. 

But the overhaul in the Saudi defense 
forces should not be seen only as a reac¬ 
tion to the Yemen war, said Becca Wasser, 
a Washington-based RAND Corp. analyst 
specializing in Gulf security who has trav¬ 
eled to Saudi Arabia in the past. 

The war in Yemen functions “to push 
these reforms forward, but it’s not the driv¬ 


er,” Wasser told The Associated Press. 

In general, Wasser said such an over¬ 
haul would include improving training and 
recruitment of troops, allocating better 
resources and changing a military’s lead¬ 
ership to one willing to hear new ideas and 
make changes. 

The appointment of a woman in a min¬ 
isterial position, Tamadhir bint Yosif al- 
Rammah as deputy minister of labor and 
social development, comes as the kingdom 
prepares to allow women to drive this year 
and pushes to have more women in Saudi 
workplaces. 

As with the anti-corruption purge, Was¬ 
ser said the military overhaul also fit 
into the consolidation of power by Crown 
Prince Mohammed. 

“Reform is a tricky thing to do,” she 
said. “To create change in a larger bu¬ 
reaucratic structure like a military is dif¬ 
ficult. To create change in Saudi Arabia ... 
is incredibly difficult. It is not going to be 
easy, and change is not going to happen to¬ 
morrow. This is much more of a long-term 
endeavor.” 


Damage hinders assessment 
of Papua New Guinea quake 


Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — Severe 
damage to phone networks and roads from 
a powerful earthquake in Papua New Guin¬ 
ea hindered efforts to assess the extent of 
the destruction Tuesday, although officials 
in the remote central region feared dozens 
of people may have been injured or killed. 

The government had not confirmed 
any deaths after the magnitude 7.5 quake 
struck the Pacific nation’s central high¬ 
lands region early Monday. Aftershocks 
were continuing to strike the area. 

Hela Provincial Administrator William 
Bando told The Associated Press that phone 
networks were out, power lines were down 
and roads were blocked by landslides. He 
said the quake was a disaster on a scale he 
hasn’t experienced before. 

“There are massive, massive disrup¬ 
tions,” Bando said. 

He said he’d been hearing reports of 
dozens of deaths and injuries but couldn’t 
confirm them. 

The National Disaster Centre said it was 


carrying out a rapid assessment by ground 
and by helicopter in order to give informa¬ 
tion to the government. 

Prime Minister Peter O’Neill said au¬ 
thorities were assessing the damage and 
getting ready to provide relief 

The quake also disrupted work at oil and 
gas plants, mines and coffee plantations. 

Aid agencies said they were ready to 
help but were also awaiting more informa¬ 
tion. Udaya Regmi, the country’s head of 
the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, said it had 20 
volunteers on standby but that getting ac¬ 
curate information remained difficult. 

The quake hit about 55 miles southwest 
of Porgera, the site of a large gold mine that 
employs more than 2,500. Several after¬ 
shocks stronger than magnitude 5 struck 
the region, including a magnitude 6.3 early 
Tuesday. 

The quake also caused panic and dam¬ 
aged buildings across the border in east¬ 
ern Indonesia. 



Local officials inspect damage to a mosque in Boven Digoel, Papua province, 
Indonesia, following Monday’s powerful earthquake in neighboring l^pua New Guinea. 


Prosecutors urge 30-year jail term for ex-S. Korean president 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Prose¬ 
cutors on Tuesday demanded a 30- 
year prison term for former South 
Korean President Park Geun- 
hye for alleged bribery, abuse of 
power and other crimes in a land¬ 
mark corruption case that marked 
a stunning fall from grace for the 
country’s first female leader and 
conservative icon. 

In the final trial session before 
a verdict is issued, prosecutors 
also demanded a fine of $110 mil¬ 
lion and said Park has shown no 
remorse for “disrupting consti¬ 
tutional order and damaging the 
Dublic’s trust in state newer.” 


n 


Park did 
not attend 
the session 
at the Seoul 
Central Dis¬ 
trict Court, 
which will 
issue its 
I verdict on 
April 6 —11 
' months after 
Park the trial 

began. 

Park has been boycotting the 
court sessions since October in 
protest of its decision to extend her 
detention by another six months. 
Park’s lawyers then resigned en 
masse and she has reportedly 
been refusing to meet with state- 


appointed lawyers who have since 
been defending her in court. 

On Tuesday, Park’s lawyers 
argued that the prosecutors have 
been unable to fully prove their 
charges against Park. They said 
it’s unclear whether the compa¬ 
nies were pressured into providing 
money to foundations controlled by 
Park’s close confidante or whether 
the payments were linked to spe¬ 
cific business favors. 

“The president did not threaten 
the companies and the companies 
weren’t victims who paid money 
because they were scared,” said 
lawyer Park Seung-gil. 

“To put it in a bad way, it could 
be described as a close and cozy 
relationshin between government 


and business. But while it would 
be simple for everyone if we could 
define what happened as bribery 
or extortion or both, the whole 
body of truth isn’t clear-cut,” he 
said. 

Park has continuously denied 
any wrongdoing, and she is ex¬ 
pected to appeal if convicted. 

The court could force Park to at¬ 
tend her verdict. As usual in South 
Korean criminal trials, the court 
can set a new date for the ruling if 
she doesn’t show up, and take steps 
to summon her, including issuing 
an arrest warrant, if she refuses to 
appear for the second time. Some 
legal experts say the court could 
also directly issue a verdict with¬ 
out her nresence in court. 


Following massive protests by 
millions and impeachment by 
lawmakers in December 2016, 
Park was formally removed from 
office and arrested in March last 
year amid allegations that she col¬ 
luded with longtime friend Choi 
Soon-sil to take tens of millions of 
dollars from companies in bribes 
and through extortion. The court 
sentenced Choi to 20 years in pris¬ 
on earlier this month, and more 
severe punishment is expected for 
Park. 

Current South Korean Presi¬ 
dent Moon Jae-in, who took office 
last May in a by-election, has said 
he won’t use his powers to pardon 
Park. 
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WORLD _ 

Xi term limit plan 
sparks rare public 
dissent in China 



Residents walk through a security checkpoint into the Hotan E 
President Xi Jinping in Hotan, in western China's Xinjiang n 


r, where a screen is showing Chinese 
I, in November. 


Rights group says China using 
personal data as repression tool 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — In a rare public 
expression of dissent in China, a 
well-known political commentator 
and a prominent businesswoman 
have penned open letters urging 
lawmakers to reject a plan that 
would allow President Xi Jinping 
to rule indefinitely. 

Their impassioned statements 
on a popular messaging app were 
circulated widely after the rul¬ 
ing Communist Party announced 
a proposal Sunday to amend the 
constitution to scrap term hmits on 
the president and vice president. 

In a statement Monday on We- 
Chat to members of China’s rub¬ 
ber-stamp parliament, Li Datong, 
a former editor for the state-run 
China Youth Daily, wrote that hft- 
ing term limits would “sow the 
seeds of chaos.” 

“If there are no term limits on 
a country’s highest leader, then 
we are returning to an imperial 
regime,” Li told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday. “My generation 
has hved through Mao. That era is 
over. How can we possibly go back 
to it?” 

Wang Ying, a businesswoman 
who has advocated government 
reforms, wrote on WeChat that 
the Communist Party’s proposal 
was “an outright betrayal” and 
“against the tides.” 

“I know that you (the govern¬ 
ment) will dare to do anything,” 
she wrote, “and one ordinary 
person’s voice is certainly useless. 
But I am a Chinese citizen, and I 
don’t plan on leaving. This is my 
motherland too!” 

In a message that was swiftly 
deleted, sociologist Li Yinhe called 
the removal of term limits “unfea¬ 
sible” and said it would “return 
China to the era of Mao.” 

Li added, however, that delegates 
to the National People’s Congress, 
China’s parliament, are hkely to 
pass the amendment unanimously 
since “they aren’t really elected 
by the people, therefore they don’t 
represent the people in voting, but 
will vote according to the leader¬ 
ship’s design.” 


It wasn’t clear who deleted Li’s 
message, but official censors have 
been working assiduously to scrub 
criticisms of the amendment from 
the internet. 

An official at the informa¬ 
tion department of the congress’ 
Standing Committee said Tues¬ 
day that he was not aware of the 
open letters. 

While Xi, 64, is broadly popular 
in China for his economic steward¬ 
ship, muscular foreign policy and 
emphasis on stabihty, it’s difficult 
to determine 
how the 
move to end 
term lim¬ 
its has been 
received 
overall. Few 
Chinese dare 
speak out 
on political 
topics, even 
online, while 
the media 
are entirely state-controlled and 
public polhng on sensitive issues 
is nonexistent. 

Analysts say the amendment 
could bring a degree of reassur¬ 
ance, initially, while leading to 
long-term uncertainty about Xi’s 
intentions and the succession pro¬ 
cess. It upends a decadeslong push 
for greater institutionalization and 
rule of law in the country. 

The congress is all but certain 
to pass the constitutional amend¬ 
ment when it meets early next 
month for its annual session, at 
which it will grant Xi a second 
five-year term and appoint new 
ministers and other government 
officials. 

Under the 1982 constitution, 
the president is hmited to two 
five-year terms in office, but Xi 
— already China’s most power¬ 
ful leader since Mao — is seem¬ 
ingly convinced that he’s the only 
one who can realize his vision 
for China and wants additional 
terms to see through his agenda 
of fighting corruption, eliminating 
poverty and transforming China 
into a modern leading nation by 
midcentury. 


By Gerry Shih 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — Human Rights 
Watch says it has found new evi¬ 
dence that authorities in one of 
China’s most repressive regions 
are sweeping up citizens’ personal 
information in a stark example of 
how big-data technology can be 
used to police a population. 

The rights group used publicly 
available government procure¬ 
ment documents, media reports 
and interviews to assemble details 
of the policing program, called 
the “Integrated Joint Operations 
Platform,” in Xinjiang, a sprawl¬ 
ing area in northwest China that 
security officials say harbors 
separatist and religious extremist 
elements. 

Unidentified sources inside Xin¬ 
jiang described to Human Rights 
Watch the computer and mobile 
app interfaces of the IJOP soft¬ 
ware that tracks almost all citizens 
of the Turkic-speaking Mushm 
Uighur ethnic minority and stores 
detailed information, including 
their travel history, prayer habits, 
the number of books in their pos¬ 
session and banking and health 
records. 

Procurement notices show that 


the IJOP also deploys license- 
plate tracking and facial-recogni¬ 
tion cameras to follow people in 
real time and provide “predic¬ 
tive warnings” about impending 
crime. Human Rights Watch said. 

Although surveillance is perva¬ 
sive in many countries, including 
the United States, and has the po¬ 
tential for abuse, the technology is 
being deployed far more broadly 
in Xinjiang, said Maya Wang, se¬ 
nior China researcher at Human 
Rights Watch and the report’s 
author. 

“In China, the programs are 
very explicitly focused on people 
who are pohtically threatening or 
an entire Uighur ethnic group,” 
Wang said. 

An official in the press office of 
Xinjiang’s pohce headquarters on 
Monday confirmed that The Asso¬ 
ciated Press’ questions had been 
received but said leaders were out 
and he had no idea when or if there 
would be a reply. The official, like 
many Chinese bureaucrats, de¬ 
clined to give his name because 
he wasn’t authorized to speak to 
reporters. 

China’s 10 million Uighurs al¬ 
ready face a raft of restrictions 
not imposed on people of the Han 
ethnicity, who are the overwhelm¬ 


ing m^ority in China. Uighurs 
face multiple hurdles in procur¬ 
ing passports, and those who have 
them are required to leave them 
with the police. Hotels are re¬ 
quired to register their presence 
with the local authorities and fre¬ 
quently turn them away to avoid 
the hassle. Frequent roadblocks 
and checkpoints across the vast 
Xinjiang region enable authorities 
to stop people and check their mo¬ 
bile phones for content that might 
be deemed suspicious. 

Such pressure was ratcheted 
up following a series of deadly at¬ 
tacks blamed on Uighur extrem¬ 
ists seeking independence from 
Chinese rule. 

A 2017 investigation by the the 
AP showed that thousands of Ui¬ 
ghurs in Xinjiang, and possibly 
many more, have been sent to an 
extr^udicial network of political 
indoctrination centers for months 
at a time for reasons including 
studying abroad and communicat¬ 
ing with relatives abroad. 

The AP also found evidence 
in government documents and 
procurement contracts of the 
Xinjiang government compiling 
biometric and personal data and 
systematically rating its Uighur 
citizens’ pohtical reliability. 



German court rules cities can ban diesel to combat air pollution 


By Frank Jordans 
Associated Press 

BERLIN — A German court 
ruled Tuesday that cities can im¬ 
pose driving bans on diesel cars 
to combat air pollution, a decision 
that could affect millions of driv¬ 
ers and the country’s powerful 
auto industry. 

The Federal Administrative 
Court in Leipzig rejected an ap¬ 
peal brought by two German 
states against lower-court deci¬ 
sions that suggested driving bans 


for particularly dirty diesel cars 
would be effective and should be 
considered. 

Environmental campaigners 
had sued dozens of German cit¬ 
ies, arguing that they have a duty 
to cut excessive air pollution to 
protect people’s health. Diesel 
cars emit nitrogen oxide that 
causes respiratory illnesses and 
thousands of premature deaths 
annually. 

Officials warn it would be 
an administrative nightmare 


to enforce bans only on certain 
vehicles. 

Judges said the two cities at the 
center of the case — Stuttgart and 
Duesseldorf — can include diesel 
bans in their clean-air plans, but 
have to ensure that any measures 
are proportionate to the goal of 
reducing emissions to the legal 
limit. 

The ruling also foresees transi¬ 
tion periods for the introduction of 
diesel bans. German news agen¬ 
cy dpa reported that any ban in 


Stuttgart, the home of automaker 
Daimler, wouldn’t come into force 
until Sept. 1 at the earliest. 

In a blow to car owners, presid¬ 
ing judge Andreas Korbmacher 
said cities won’t be required to 
compensate drivers for being un¬ 
able to use their diesel cars. 

The value of diesel vehicles 
already took a severe hit when 
carmaker Volkswagen was found 
three years ago to have used in- 
car software to cheat on US. die¬ 
sel emissions tests. The discovery 


resulted in large fines and costly 
buybacks for Volkswagen in the 
United States. 

The German government has 
refrained from making automak¬ 
ers pay for selling cars with high- 
er-than-advertised emissions. 
But in a bid to avert driving bans, 
the government recently pro¬ 
posed several measures to reduce 
harmful emissions that included 
subsidizing public transport and 
physically upgrading millions of 
vehicles. 
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Man held without bail 
in fatal library stabbing 

U A WOBURN—AMassa- 
I w chusetts man charged 

with fatally stabbing a woman at 
a library during what prosecutors 
called an unprovoked attack has 
been held without bail. 

Not-guilty pleas to charges in¬ 
cluding murder were entered on 
behalf of Jeffrey Yao, 23, at his 
arraignment Monday. 

Authorities said Yao stabbed 
Deane Stryker, 22, 20 times with 
a 10-inch hunting knife at the 
Winchester Public Library on 
Saturday. A prosecutor called it a 
“vicious, unprovoked attack.” 

Yao’s lawyer said his client has 
“severe mental illness,” which in¬ 
cludes multiple hospitalizations. 

Stryker was a student at the 
University of New England’s Col¬ 
lege of Osteopathic Medicine who 
had hoped to become a doctor. 

Plane passenger opens 
emergency exit, slides 

ly I NEWARK — Authori¬ 
ty 3 ties said a passenger 
who had just boarded a plane at 
a New Jersey airport opened the 
emergency exit and went down 
the slide. 

Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey police said Troy Fat- 
tun, 25, was detained by airline 
staff and police moments after 
he reached the tarmac at Newark 
Liberty International airport. 

The incident occurred about 10 
p.m. Sunday on a United Airlines 
flight that was headed from New¬ 
ark to Tampa, Fla. The flight was 
delayed for several hours, and 
passengers eventually were put 
on another plane. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
why Fattun opened the emergen¬ 
cy exit. 

Man shot, son killed as 
both worked on home 


THE CENSUS 

The number of miles between a team of firefighters from Wayland, Mass., and a 16-year-old 
boy in Wayland, Mich., who they helped save. The mother of the teen contacted the firefighters 
via Facebook because she didn’t have access to a phone, but she sent her desperate plea to the 
wrong Wayland Fire Department. The Massachusetts department’s Facebook page isn’t monitored 
24/7, but firefighter Patrick Walkinshaw happened to be looking at it about 10:30 p.m. Saturday. 
Firefighters Dean Casali and William Tyree knew something was wrong because they didn’t recognize the address. While one 
Massachusetts firefighter did a search for the woman’s address, another stayed with her on Facebook and a third called the 
Michigan community’s fire department, which sent an ambulance. The teen survived. 





Robert F. Bukaty/AP 


Awaiting a signal 


Ice fishermen fly an American flag while waiting for the flags on their tip-ups to signal a bite during an ice-fishing derby on Sebago Lake in 


NORTH CHARLES- 
TON — Authorities 
said a man was fatally shot and 
his father was wounded while 
they worked on a South Carolina 
home. 

The Post and Courier of 
Charleston reported that Michael 
Bryan Cooke, 41, and Charles 
Michael Cooke, 64, were shot Fri¬ 
day while refurbishing a family’s 
home near North Charleston. 

A Charleston County Sheriff’s 
Office statement says Michael 
Bryan Cooke was pronounced 
dead at the scene. An affidavit 
says Charles Michael Cooke had 
been hospitalized with “life- 
threatening” injuries but was 
in stable condition Saturday 
evening. 

The affidavit says sheriff’s de¬ 
tectives went to a nearby high 
school to ask if any students were 
absent or late. The sheriff’s office 
said Aaron Jordan White and Da- 
quintez Jermont Gadsden, both 
18, were arrested on charges in¬ 
cluding murder and burglary. 

Driver rams car into 
barricades, is arrested 

||i|Q JACKSON — The 
ITI driver in a social 
media video showing a car ram- 


Standish, Maine, on Saturday. 

ming into barricades at a Missis¬ 
sippi Walmart has been arrested. 

Jackson police spokesman Sgt. 
Roderick Holmes said the owner 
of the vehicle wants it back. 

According to police, the car 
was reportedly given to the driv¬ 
er days before the parking lot 
incident. 

Holmes said the driver was ar¬ 
rested and had prior fines, but he 
wasn’t not sure what the driver 
was charged with. 

Naked man on ATV 
leads police on chase 

IWI KANSAS CITY 

I w I — Authorities said 

a naked man was arrested in 
Missouri after fleeing on an all- 
terrain vehicle and driving the 
wrong way on an interstate. 

Police said the man is suspect¬ 
ed of being under the influence of 
drugs during the Sunday after¬ 
noon chase in northern Kansas 
City. 

The chase began with the man 
eluding officers in a field. After 
finding a break in a fence, the 
man made his way onto Inter¬ 
state 435, where he occasionally 


drove into oncoming traffic. He 
was captured after exiting the 
interstate. 

One witness told KMBC-TV 
that she thought she was “dream¬ 
ing” when she saw the spectacle 
unfold while returning from a 
basketball tournament with two 
boys in her car. 

Capt. Will Akin, of the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office, acknowl¬ 
edged it “might be comical” but 
stressed it was a “very danger¬ 
ous” incident. 

‘Trike aircraft’ crashes 
near runway; pilot dies 

PI EUSTIS — Authorities 
r L said a 47-year-old man 
died after crashing a red-and- 
white “trike aircraft” near the 
runway of a general aviation air¬ 
port in Florida. 

The Orlando Sentinel reported 
Sunday that Lake County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office Sgt. Fred Jones said a 
witness, Russell Smith, told depu¬ 
ties he saw the ultralight plane 
doing “bunny hops,” bouncing up 
and down off the runway. 

“Smith advised that the pilot 


fly south before making a final 
approach,” Jones said. “At this 
time, the aircraft went beyond 
the trees and he (Smith) could 
hear a loud crash.” 

Patrons from a nearby church 
went to the witness’ aid, lifted 
the plane off the man, who wasn’t 
immediately identified, and re¬ 
moved him from the cockpit. 

The pilot was identified as John 
Farmer. 

Bicyclist blames Waze 
for trip into busy tunnel 

lyW NEW YORK —A New 
1 York City bicyclist de¬ 
livering Chinese food is blaming 
the Waze navigation app for di¬ 
recting him into the busy Lincoln 
Tunnel, where bikes are banned. 

A Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey spokesman said 
Bruce Lee, 19, was stopped Tues¬ 
day evening after he peddled into 
the tunnel, which connects Man¬ 
hattan and New Jersey. 

The Staten Island man told po¬ 
lice he was directed into the tun¬ 
nel under the Hudson River by 
the Waze app on his phone. 


He was arrested on charges of 
trespass and criminal possession 
of a weapon after a dagger was 
found in his possession. 

11-year-old taken into 
custody after car theft 

1^ I PONTIAC — Authori- 
I w 11 ties said an 11-year-old 
boy was taken into custody after 
allegedly stealing a rental car in 
suburban Detroit. 

The Oakland County Sheriff’s 
Office said a person reported that 
the keys might have been left in 
the vehicle Feb. 20. Later, the ve¬ 
hicle was spotted at an apartment 
complex in Pontiac. 

The car was blocked in a park¬ 
ing space and the boy fled on foot 
before deputies arrived. Deputies 
tracked down the boy following a 
foot chase. 

The department said in a state¬ 
ment Sunday that the vehicle 
was damaged during the theft. 
The Pontiac boy was taken in for 
questioning. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 


After ‘Black Panther' 
and ‘The LastJedi,' 
is this the era of the 



“Black Panther,” 
starring Chadwick Boseman 




artisanal blockbuster? 




By Mark Olsen 
Los Angeles Times 

T he supersized success of 
“Black Panther” didn’t just 
smash assumptions about 
what superheroes are al¬ 
lowed to look like, it has also proved 
that the best franchise films put the 
emphasis on the film, rather than 
the franchise. Following on the heels 
of Rian Johnson’s “Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi,” Taika Waititi’s “Thor: 
Ragnarok,” Patty Jenkins’ “Won¬ 
der Woman” and James Mangold’s 
“Logan,” Ryan Coogler’s “Black 
Panther” is one more example of 
Hollywood’s most surprising trend 
— artisanal blockbusters. 

Each of these films, in its own way, 
bears the unmistakable imprint of its 
director, whether the exploration of 
identity and representation in “Black 
Panther,” the genre sleight-of-hand 
in “Last Jedi,” the liberating opti¬ 
mism of “Wonder Woman,” the ab¬ 
surdist humor of “Ragnarok” or the 
intense character drama of “Logan.” 
And that in itself feels like a win for 
the industry and audi¬ 
ences alike. 


Collectively they feel like a triumph over 
the long-simmering tension between art and 
commerce — between personal expression 
and commercial concerns — that has seen 
renewed debate in the film industry as art¬ 
ists endeavor to make movies that feel like 
more than another episode in a series. 

The rise of franchise- 
minder figures such as 
Marvel’s Kevin Feige 
and Lucasfilm’s Kathleen 
Kennedy in roles that are 
an unusual blend of pro¬ 
ducer, production chief 
and showrunner, initially 
looked to be pointing to¬ 
ward a homogenous same¬ 
ness from film to film in 
the name of quality con- 


Coogler 


trol and brand management. 

When director Edgar Wright left Marvel’s 
“Ant-Man” just before it went into production 
in 2014, it was interpreted as a blow against 
allowing for the idiosyncrasies of individual 
filmmakers within the confines of the current 
production model. A similar reaction erupted 
when filmmakers Chris Miller and Phil Lord 
left the upcoming “Solo: A Star Wars Story” 
deep into production, citing “creative differ¬ 
ences.” And related or not, it was after the di¬ 
sastrous reception to his oddball indie “The 
Book of Henry” that “Jurassic World” direc¬ 
tor Colin Trevorrow departed the upcoming 
“Star Wars: Episode IX” project. 

One of the most common complaints 
against current serialized franchises, and 
installments such as 
“Avengers: Age 




of Ultron” or “Justice League,” is that the 
films do not seem like individual works, but 
rather episodes in some larger story. The re¬ 
cent films such as “Black Panther” that have 
gotten around that problem have done so in 
part because their filmmakers put a per¬ 
sonal imprint on the storytelling rather than 
conforming to some greater blueprint. The 
resulting films stand firmly on their own. 

One uniting factor among these recent 
franchise auteurs is that each latched on to 
the scale of the storytelling the projects af¬ 
forded them. From more creatively con¬ 
ceived villains to sidestepping the trope of 
mass destruction as climactic event, this is 
where a grasp of storytelling beyond mere 
plot mechanics really comes into play. 

The new breed of franchise auteurs are 
engaging audiences on deeper levels of char¬ 
acter and thematic development. The works 
they create are just good movies, well-made, 
engaging and entertaining. The screwball 
snap between Gal Gadot and Chris Pine in 
“Wonder Woman,” the zesty verve of Cate 
Blanchett and Tessa Thompson in “Thor: 
Ragnarok” or the discovery of young Dafne 
Keen in “Logan” all bring a human scale of 
emotion to outsized stories. 

While franchise films are simply a real¬ 
ity of contemporary Hollywood, filmmak¬ 
ers have shown that the effort that goes into 
them does not have to be as simphstic nor as 
cynical as the old adage “one for them.” 

Rather, by making movies that bridge that 
eternal art/commerce gap and appeal to in¬ 
clusive modern audiences, they are working 
to ensure the franchises 
are for all of us. 


Study; Diverse 
audiences drive 
movie, TV hits 

Associated Press 

Just as “Black Panther” is set¬ 
ting records at the box office, a 
new study finds that diverse audi¬ 
ences are driving most of the big¬ 
gest blockbusters and many of the 
most-watched hits on television. 

UCLA’s Bunche Center re¬ 
leased its fifth annual study on 
diversity in the entertainment 
industry Tuesday, unveiling an 
analysis of the top 200 theatrical 
film releases of 2016 and 1,251 
broadcast, cable and digital plat¬ 
form TV shows from the 2015- 
2016 season. 

It found that minorities ac¬ 
counted for the m^ority of ticket 
sales for five of the top 10 films at 
the global box office. 

UCLA also found that films with 
casts that were 21 to 30 percent 
minority regularly performed 
better at the box office than films 
with the most racially and ethni¬ 
cally homogenous casts. 

Bullock, Chappelle, 
Moreno join Oscar show 

Sandra Bullock, Dave Chap- 
pelle, Christopher Walken, Rita 
Moreno and Helen Mirren are 
among the latest slate of stars set 
to appear on the 90th Academy 
Awards. 

The next round of celebrity 
presenters revealed on Tuesday 
includes Jane Fonda, Matthew 
McConaughey, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Nicole Kidman, Jodie Foster and 
Ashley Judd. Chadwick Bose¬ 
man, Mark Hamill, Gal Gadot, 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Gina Ro¬ 
driguez and Zendaya were previ¬ 
ously announced as presenters. 

Producers also said last week 
that all five Oscar-nominated 
songs will be performed live on 
the show by their original sing¬ 
ers, including Mary J. Blige, Na¬ 
talia Lafourcade, Andra Day and 
Common. 

The show will air March 5 on 
AFN-Movie. 

Other news 

■ Actress Heather Locklear 
was arrested for investigation 
of domestic violence and fight¬ 
ing with sheriff’s deputies at her 
California home, authorities said 
Monday. Deputies responded to 
a domestic disturbance around 
10 p.m. Sunday in Thousand 
Oaks, west of Los Angeles, Ven¬ 
tura County sheriff’s Capt. Garo 
Kuredjian said. The victim of the 
alleged domestic violence was a 
boyfriend who had a physical in¬ 
jury, which makes the offense a 
felony, Kuredjian said. 

■ James Dean’s cherry-red 
jacket from the 1955 film “Rebel 
Without a Cause” is going up for 
auction on Saturday in Florida. 
It’s a rare opportunity for fans 
to pick up an item linked to the 
actor, who died in 1955 at age 24. 
Palm Beach Modern Auctions co¬ 
owner Rico Baca says the nylon 
windbreaker is worth an estimat¬ 
ed $400,000 to $600,000. 

■ Bill Cosby’s 44-year-old 
daughter Ensa Cosby died Feb. 
23 in Massachusetts from kidney 
disease, a spokesman for the co¬ 
median said Monday. 
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Calif. OKs car testing without backup drivers 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Driverless 
cars will be tested in California 
for the first time without a person 
behind a steering wheel under 
new rules that state regulators ap¬ 
proved Monday for the fast-devel¬ 
oping technolo^. 

The regulations are a m^jor 
step toward getting autonomous 
vehicles to dealerships and onto 
the streets of California, where 
companies such as Tesla and 
Waymo are leading the way on the 
technology. Until now, driverless 
cars could only be tested on public 
roads in the state if a person could 
take the wheel in an emergency. 

“I think this is a move that had 
to happen for California to stay 
competitive in this field,” said 
Nidhi Kalra, a Rand Corp. senior 
scientist who has been studying 
the issue for a decade. 

Although the technology is being 


By Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Comcast, the 
owner of NBC and Universal Pic¬ 
tures, has launched a bid for Brit¬ 
ish pay TV broadcaster Sky that 
threatens to thwart the takeover 
ambitions of media mogul Rupert 
Murdoch. 

The firm is offering 22.1 billion 
pounds ($29.50 billion) for Sky. 
The proposed cash offer values 
each Sky share at 12.50 pounds, 
which represents a 16 percent 
premium to the bid made by Mur¬ 
doch’s 21st Century Fox. 

Comcast CEO Brian Roberts 
called Sky “an outstanding com¬ 
pany” that would boost Comcast’s 


developed in California, compa¬ 
nies such as Waymo have already 
been testing in other states such 
as neighboring Arizona because 
requiring a 
human driver 
limits the kind 
of car that can 
be tested, she 
said. 

“You can’t 
test what true, 
full autonomy 
looks like” 

unless there’s 
no driver at 
all, Kalra 

said. “To be 
able to test it 
John Simpson right in your 
Consumer backyard is 
Watchdog a really big 
deal.” 

But the ad¬ 
vocacy group Consumer Watch¬ 
dog slammed the new rules. 


global presence. 

“We think that Sky would be 
very valuable to us as we look to 
expand our presence internation¬ 
ally,” he said. 

He noted that Comcast already 
has a strong presence in London 
and would use Sky as a “plat¬ 
form” for growth in Europe. 

Sky operates in Austria, Ger¬ 
many, Ireland and Italy as well 
as the U.K. It has 22.5 million 
customers, attracted by offerings 
such as English Premier League 
soccer and “Game of Thrones.” 

Fox’s bid to buy the 61 percent 
of Sky it does not already own has 
been slowed by regulatory prob¬ 
lems in Britain. 

The primary problem is a pre¬ 


claiming autonomous cars have 
not yet been proven safe enough 
to be deployed without a human 
backup driver. 

“It will be just like playing a 
video game, except lives will be 
at stake,” said John Simpson, the 
group’s privacy and technology 
project director. 

Fifty companies already have 
permits to test on public roads and 
highways in California, a prime 
proving ground given its size as 
the most populous state, its clout 
as the nation’s biggest car market 
and its longtime role as a cultural 
trendsetter. 

The vehicles will no longer 
need to have drivers inside dur¬ 
ing tests, but people will still be 
in charge. Under the regulations, 
driverless cars being tested on 
public roads must have a remote 
operator monitoring at all times, 
ready to take over as needed. The 
remote operator must also be 


liminary finding by the competi¬ 
tion regulator that a Fox takeover 
would give the Murdoch fam¬ 
ily too much control of Britain’s 
media. 

The competition authority last 
month raised concerns about 
Murdoch’s power because his 
family trust already controls 
newspapers such as the Times 
and the Sun, and the deal would 
increase its control of the influen¬ 
tial Sky News channel. 

Fox’s bid for Sky is accompa¬ 
nied by a broader $52.4 billion 
takeover offer for Fox from Walt 
Disney Co. So a Comcast takeover 
of Sky could complicate Disney’s 
proposed takeover of Fox. 

Comcast itself had been in talks 


able to communicate with police 
as well as any passengers in the 
event of an accident. 

Law enforcement must provide 
permission to test on local roads 
and be provided with routes the 
cars will take. 

Manufacturers can apply for 
permits allowing driverless test¬ 
ing when the regulations go into 
effect April 2. 

The rules, written by Califor¬ 
nia’s Department of Motor Ve¬ 
hicles and approved by the state’s 
Office of Administrative Law, 
also create the framework under 
which consumers can eventually 
buy driverless cars. 

Department of Motor Vehicles 
Director Jean Shiomoto said it’s 
a big boost for regulations in the 
works for years and that “safety is 
our top concern.” 

Mqjor automakers such as Mer¬ 
cedes, BMW, Ford, Nissan and 
Volvo have all said it will likely be 


to buy parts of Fox, so its bid for 
Sky could be a more direct way to 
acquire media assets in Europe, 
analysts say. 
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at least 2020 before their driver¬ 
less vehicles are available, and 
even then, they could be confined 
to ride-hailing fleets and other 
shared applications. 

Tesla Inc. said last year that the 
cars it’s making have the hard¬ 
ware they need for full self-driv¬ 
ing. The company is still testing 
the software and won’t make it 
available to owners without regu¬ 
latory approval. 

Industry leader Waymo, 
Google’s self-driving car spinoff, 
is not commenting on its rollout 
schedule. 


I EXCHANGE RATES I 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 28). 

Dollar buys (Feb. 28). 

British pound (Feb. 28). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 28). 

South Korean won (Feb. 28) 
Commercial rat( 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.2634 

.€0.7915 

.$1.43 

.104.00 

.1,045.00 

s 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

.$1.3898 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

.1.2732 

.6-3157 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

. 6.0669 

. 17.6507 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

$1.22737.8148 
.7.8263 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

.255.75 

.3.4782 

.107.20 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.3000 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.7.8351 

52 22 
.3.40 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

.3.7507 

.1.3211 

. 1,073.59 

. 0.9394 

Turkey (New Lira).3.7959 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 

INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 

.4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate.. 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 

2 00 

.1.42 

165 

.3.16 


US’ Comcast challenges Murdoch in bid for Sky 


It will be 
just like 
playing 
a video 
game, 
except 
lives will 
be at 
stake. ^ 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST 



WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE ■ THURSDAY IN THE PACIHC 





























Wednesday, February 28,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 19 


SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


Mobile • Online • Print 









































































Page 20 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher 
Lt. Col. Michael C. Bailey, Europe commander 
Lt. Col. Richard McClintiC, Pacific commander 
Harry Eley, Europe Business Operations 

EDITORIAL 

Terry Leonard, Editor 

leonard.terry@stripes.com 

Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor 

reid.robert@stripes.com 

Tina Croley, Managing Editor tor Content 

croley.tina@stripes.com 

Sean Moores, Managing Editor tor Presentation 

moores.sean@stripes.com 

Joe Gromelski, Managing Editor tor Digital 

gromelski.joe@stripes.com 

BUREAU STAFF 

Europe/Mideast 

Erik Slavic, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief 
slavin.erik@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350 

Pacific 

Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief 
kidd.aaron@stripes.com 

+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380 

Washington 

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief 
cacchioli.ioseph@stripes.com 
(+1)(202)761.0908; DSN (312)763.0908 
Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News 
bowers.brian@stripes.com 

CIRCULATION 

Mideast 

Robert Reismann, reismann.robert@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9150; DSN (314)583.9150 

Europe 

Van Rowell, rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111; DSN (314)583.9111 

Pacific 

Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com 
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)229.3171 

CONTACT US 

Washington 

tel: (+1)202.761.0900; DSN (312)763.0900; 

529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC 
20045-1301 

Reader letters 

letters@stripes.com 

Additional contacts 

stripes.com/contactus 

OMBUDSMAN 

Tobias Naegele 

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow 
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the 
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper’s 
independence. The ombudsman also responds to concerns 
and questions from readers, and monitors coverage 
for fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The 
ombudsman welcomes comments from readers, and can 
be contacted by email at naegele.tobias@stripes.com, or 
by phone at 202.761.0900. 


Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week¬ 
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday 
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacific Stars and 
Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96301-5002. Periodicals 
postage paid at San Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send 
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, 
APO AP 96301-5002. 

This newspaper is authorized by the Department of 
Defense for members of the military services overseas. 
However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial, 
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. government. As a DOD newspaper, 
Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official chan¬ 
nels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote 
locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication does 
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense 
or Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised. 
Products or services advertised shall be made available for 
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor 
of the purchaser, user or patron. 

© Stars an(i Stripes 2018 

stripes com 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Wednesday, February 28,2018 


OPINION _ 

The real problem with Happy Meals 


By Karin Klein 

Los Angeles Times 

I t’s not about the food. What 
McDonald’s is really selling to chil¬ 
dren is the party. The package with 
puzzles just for them. The games. In 
some places, the playgrounds. And most of 
all, the toys. 

The fast-food giant must be basking 
in its latest public relations victory. By 
announcing recently that it was taking 
cheeseburgers and chocolate milk off its 
Happy Meal menu, it looked like a chain 
that cared about childhood obesity, while 
not really changing a thing. That’s right: 
Cheeseburgers and chocolate milk will 
still be available. They won’t be on the of¬ 
ficial menu, but parents can order them as 
part of the meal. 

The real problem, anyway, is not the mi- 
nutia of the Happy Meal menu, but the way 
it gets children through the door. If chil¬ 
dren ate fast food once every three months 
as a rare treat, it wouldn’t much matter if 
they got a cheeseburger instead of a ham¬ 
burger. It wouldn’t matter if they got choc¬ 
olate milk instead of plain milk, or for that 
matter, if they got a Big Mac and a shake. 

What makes McDonald’s and similar 
chains so pernicious is how often families 
end up there. The chain reportedly serves 
1.2 billion Happy Meals worldwide each 
year, and in 2011 its Happy Meal sales 
reached around 220 million in the United 
States. A study by the U.S. Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention found that on 


any given day, a third of the nation’s chil¬ 
dren and adolescents eat fast food. 

Despite a move to fast-casual restaurants 
that has hurt the industry, fast food isn’t an 
occasional treat for children in this coun¬ 
try. It’s a dietary staple. And a mgjor part 
of what draws kids to McDonald’s — and 
with them their families — over and over 
again are the toys. 

Of course it is. How many people, includ¬ 
ing kids, even if they like the white-bread 
bun dwarfing a barely there meat patty, 
would call the Happy Meal a great meal? 
The food they’d rather have above all else? 
Ask parents and most of them will say that 
their kids badger them for a trip to McDon¬ 
ald’s for the free toys. 

That was what my then-preschool-age 
daughter was after decades ago when she 
would beg for McDonald’s meals. I tried to 
tell her that food and toys had nothing to 
do with each other, but you can guess how 
far that reasoning went. I finally picked up 
a dozen little plastic figurines for a dime 
each and gave her one whenever we went 
to a restaurant for a decent meal. I’m not 
proud of that. Toys shouldn’t be coupled 
with food, but they have been for a long 
time, including the prizes in breakfast ce¬ 
reals during the 1950s. 

Another example, from the ’90s: My 
young son’s best friend went to McDon¬ 
ald’s multiple times a week during a single 
month because he’d conned his mother 
into helping him collect the full set of plas¬ 
tic dogs from “101 Dalmatians.” (Disney 
ended its toy promotions with McDonald’s 


in 2006.) Children and their parents went 
nuts for the promotions that offered mini 
Beanie Babies and cooler-than-usual “Toy 
Story” figures. 

Parents should just say no, right? But 
this kind of marketing, and the pleading 
from kids, coupled with convenience and 
low cost, are powerful forces. 

What McDonald’s has done is teach kids 
to associate its less-than-ideal meals with 
fun, which is what matters to them more 
than the quality of the chicken or beef 
That’s why McDonald’s tinkers with its 
food offerings, but not with the toys. 

When San Francisco banned toy give¬ 
aways with meals that didn’t meet certain 
nutritional requirements, McDonald’s 
tried a workaround. It simply sold the toys 
for 10 cents to anyone who bought a Happy 
Meal, knowing they’re a canny way to se¬ 
cure lifetime customers. 

Plain milk is healthier than chocolate, 
but until a McDonald’s meal contains fewer 
refined carbs and more vegetables than a 
slice of pickle, this is not the way America 
should be eating on a semi-regular basis. 

The problem, again, isn’t the kind of 
burger — cheese or plain — as much as 
the semi-regular part. We eat too much 
processed food. And we eat for reasons 
unrelated to food. Many forces have con¬ 
spired to shape us this way, and toys with 
children’s meals are among them. 

Karin Klein writes about education for the Los 
Angeles Times’ editorial board. As a freelance 
writer she covers health, science, environment 
and food policy. 


Meaningful work, mentors give vets a future 



Courtesy of Joseph Scanian 

Microsoft Software & Systems Academy graduate and Embry-Riddle Worldwide 
student Joseph Scanian, left, assists Mike Foldes, an IT support specialist with Navy 
Personnel Command in Memphis, Tenn., during a recent site visit. 


By P. Barry Butler 
Special to Stars and Stripes 

J oseph Scanian left for Marine boot 
camp the day after his 18th birth¬ 
day. At 23, he was ending his service 
as a platoon sergeant. Unlike many 
veterans, he knew where he was going 
next: Microsoft. 

Although the veteran unemployment rate 
hit its lowest point in more than a decade in 
December 2017, U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta¬ 
tistics experts say the data do not reflect 
underemployment. Many are trapped in 
minimum-wage jobs that only add to the 
pressure of transitioning to civilian life. 

Today, Scanian is a Microsoft premier 
field engineer based in Boulder, Colo. He 
entered the skilled workforce through 
the Microsoft Software & Systems Acad¬ 
emy, or MSSA, program available through 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. 
He is now pursuing a degree in techni¬ 
cal management from Embry-Riddle and 
hopes to work on artificial intelligence or 
cloud computing. 

Microsoft launched the MSSA program 
in November 2013 at Joint Base-Lewis 
McChord, Wash. The reskilling program 
is now accessible to military personnel 
across the country. Enrollment is open 
to transitioning servicemembers within 
six months of separation and honorably 
discharged veterans who recently transi¬ 
tioned from the military. 

The two-term, 18-week program avail¬ 
able through Embry-Riddle prepares 
graduates to launch careers as server and 
cloud administrators, cloud applications 
developers and cybersecurity administra¬ 
tors. Graduates are guaranteed an inter¬ 
view for a full-time job at one of the more 
than 280 industry hiring companies. 

They enjoy a 92 percent placement rate 
in the IT industry at an average starting 
salary of more than $70,000. For the 80 
percent who enter the program without a 
degree, this triples their earning potential. 
By 2020, Microsoft estimates they will 


graduate approximately 1,000 students an¬ 
nually from the MSSA program. 

“Along the way, we’ve learned valuable 
lessons about the importance of mentor¬ 
ship, communication, interpersonal train¬ 
ing, and dedicated one-on-one career 
support — and I believe this model is ripe 
for expansion,” said retired Marine Corps 
Mqj. Gen. Chris Cortez, vice president of 
Microsoft Military Affairs. 

Scanian is part of that one-on-one equa¬ 
tion. After his graduation, he mentored the 
first MSSA cohort at Fort Carson, Colo. He 
had no IT background going into MSSA, 
so he can speak directly to the anxieties 
of veterans with minimal technical skills 
as they tackle a challenging mix of theo¬ 
ry, practice, virtual labs and certification 
testing. He cites his work ethic and will¬ 
ingness to learn as qualities that now make 
him successful at Microsoft. 


Corporations and universities have a 
strong incentive to reach out to veterans 
like Scanian. Bringing them into technol¬ 
ogy fields such as IT fills a science, tech¬ 
nology, engineering and mathematics, or 
STEM, skills gap and promotes diversity 
in the workforce. 

The United States invests in military per¬ 
sonnel and entrusts them with the highest 
level of responsibility. We can benefit from 
this investment by welcoming veterans as 
skilled employees with demonstrated po¬ 
tential as leaders and mentors. 

We cannot afford to squander talents 
just because a person’s active service has 
ended. A job allows them to survive. A ca¬ 
reer — with the opportunity to mentor oth¬ 
ers — gives them back a future. 

P. Barry Butler is president of Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University. 
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OPINION_ 

Xi’s power grab has precedent in China 



By John Pomfret 

Special to The Washington Post 

I n the years following his ascent to 
the top of the Chinese Communist 
Party in 2012, Xi Jinping amassed 
so much power that Chinese called 
him “chairman of everything.” Now with 
the announcement on Sunday that China 
was going to change its constitution to do 
away with term limits for president, Hong 
Kong’s plucky Apple Daily dubbed the 
portly leader “Emperor Xi Forever.” 

At a time when the media in the West is 
transfixed with China’s rise and predic¬ 
tions that China will challenge the United 
States for global leadership, Xi’s move to 
stay at the helm of the Chinese Communist 
Party and its government is a reminder 
of the fundamental instability of the Chi¬ 
nese autocratic system of government. The 
whims of one man have rocked Commu¬ 
nist China before; Xi’s power grab makes 
it more probable that it will happen again. 

Communist China’s biggest problem 
has been political succession. Battling 
real and imagined foes. Communist Party 
Chairman Mao Zedong threw his coun¬ 
try into chaos at least three times during 
his political career, leaving millions dead 
in the Anti-Rightist Campaign, the Great 
Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolu¬ 
tion. These disastrous campaigns were es¬ 
sentially political offensives as Mao used 
street violence and calamitous economic 
policies to root out his enemies. 

When Mao died in 1976 and Deng Xiaop¬ 
ing wrested power from Mao’s wife, Jiang 
Qing, and the rest of the “Gang of Four,” 
Deng moved to establish a rules-based 
system for succession to avoid the misad¬ 
ventures of the Maoist years. Deng had 
China’s constitution revised to stipulate 
that the post of China’s president could 
only be held for two five-year terms. The 
implication was that this would hold true 
for the far more important position of party 
leader. And the party announced that from 
now on, China would be governed by “a 
collective leadership,” not one man. Deng 
engineered the appointment of a succes¬ 


sion of four party chiefs and established a 
tradition whereby prospective successors 
were ushered onto the all-powerful Polit¬ 
buro Standing Committee for grooming. 

It was under this system that Xi entered 
the Politburo Standing Committee in 2007 
under party chief Hu Jintao. Xi became 
vice president in 2008 and was given a top 
spot in the powerful Central Military Com¬ 
mission in 2010. Xi’s succession to the top 
party post in 2012 was not without drama. 
Xi, according to his own writings, was the 
target of a failed coup attempt. But at least 
it did not spark a societalwide conflagra¬ 
tion such as the political campaigns of 
Mao. 

However, soon after he took over as 
party chief in 2012, Xi began dismantling 
the architecture established by Deng to 
avoid succession fights. First, he grabbed 
the leadership of all of the top policy-mak¬ 


ing committees — such as foreign affairs, 
national security and management of the 
economy — inside the party. His acolytes 
began printing Xi’s image on posters and 
platters and selling it across the country, 
prompting comparison to Mao’s cult of per¬ 
sonality. So much for collective leadership. 

At the time, Chinese analysts compared 
Xi’s power grab with that of Vladimir 
Putin, who has stayed at the helm of Rus¬ 
sian politics for more than 18 years. It is 
ironic, to say the least, considering Rus¬ 
sia’s tumble from world power to regional 
bully is the single most studied negative 
example in Chinese political circles. My 
Chinese friends used to laugh at the Rus¬ 
sians. Now Xi was adopting Russia’s leader 
as a role model. 

Then at the 19th Party Congress in the 
fall of last year, Xi took another swipe at 
the Deng system by blocking potential suc¬ 


cessors from joining the Politburo Stand¬ 
ing Committee. He even organized the 
arrest of one of them — Sun Zhengcai — on 
charges of corruption. That move prompt¬ 
ed rumors that Xi planned to stay on as 
party chief Now with Sunday’s announce¬ 
ment, Xi clearly has showed his intention 
of sticking around as president, too. 

As expected, the state-run Global Times 
editorialized on Sunday that the proposed 
constitutional changes were part of what 
it called the party’s “magical key to unit¬ 
ing Chinese society to overcome hard¬ 
ships and complete various missions.” The 
Global Times framed the decision as a way 
for China to “become the big winner in 
the world, strengthening its dignity in the 
face of the West.” Others have noted that 
Xi needs to concentrate more power in his 
hands in order to force through wrenching 
economic reforms. 

But many Chinese I speak with are wor¬ 
ried. For one, they note that since his as¬ 
cension to power, Xi has not shown much 
enthusiasm to deal with the massive debt 
amassed by China’s state-run sector. 
He also seems to be increasingly para¬ 
noid about the power of China’s private 
capitalists. 

Xi’s decision to appoint himself the mod¬ 
ern-day version of an emperor could have 
implications for the rule of the Chinese 
Communist Party. If and when things go 
south, the economy slows further and the 
massive debt that China’s state-owned 
firms have amassed begins to cause a cas¬ 
cade of defaults and bankruptcies, Xi will 
be right in the crosshairs of his many po¬ 
litical enemies and perhaps protesters on 
the street. 

Writing in the Apple Daily in Hong 
Kong, commentator Lee Yee has predicted 
that Xi’s power grab will result in “a po¬ 
litical catastrophe” as, like Mao, he inevi¬ 
tably will seek to crack down on enemies 
— imaginary or real. 

If Communist history is any guide, Lee 
Yee could be right. 

John Pomfret, a former Washington Post bureau 
chief in Beijing, is the author of “The Beautiful 
Country and the Middle Kingdom: America and 
China, 1776 to the Present.” 


Trump keeps playing the same resentment card 


By Albert R. Hunt 

Bloomberg View 

J ust two months into 2018, President 
Donald Trump is beset with scan¬ 
dals. His White House is more 
dysfunctional than ever. He’s used 
vulgar language to describe poor coun¬ 
tries and faulted Barack Obama instead 
of Vladimir Putin for Russian meddling in 
the 2016 election. And he’s continued to lie 
about pretty much everything. 

Yet his standing with the public hasn’t 
suffered a bit. His job approval ratings ac¬ 
tually rose a little. 

The conventional explanation ascribes 
this to a strong economy and the growing 
popularity of Republican tax cuts. But the 
economy has been solid since the last few 
years of Obama’s presidency. And while 
the marketing campaign extolling the tax 
cuts has had success, the final verdict will 
depend on how the cuts affect voters, not 
what they are told. 

Trump’s bulletproofing has less to do 
with transitory events than with his con¬ 
tinuing ability to shape the terms of public 
debate. He reneged on an immigration deal, 
yet was able to shift the blame to Demo¬ 
crats. When credibly accused of cheating 
on his wife with a porn star, he just denies 
or diverts. With no conscience and few 
principles, he panders to paranoia. 


When he succeeds, it’s by playing on the 
same resentments that got him elected: 
the anger of those voters who were al¬ 
ready convinced that “elites,” Washington 
politicians, academics, the media and Wall 
Street don’t care about them. 

The question is whether that kind of 
success is sustainable. I don’t think so. 
Trump’s job approval rating remains his¬ 
torically bad. In November, the Democrats 
will probably win control of the House of 
Representatives, giving them power to in¬ 
vestigate an ethically bankrupt adminis¬ 
tration. Special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigators have put to rest any doubt that 
Russian operatives tried to help Trump 
win the election. 

But Trump’s political support is like¬ 
ly to erode only gradually. Republican 
politicians are mostly sticking with him 
whatever their reservations, fearful of 
his unforgiving base. They see what hap¬ 
pened to Arizona Sen. Jeff Flake, a prin¬ 
cipled conservative who spoke out against 
Trump and thereby wrote his political 
obituary. Tennessee Sen. Bob Corker, who 
announced his retirement in September 
after criticizing Trump, is now reconsid¬ 
ering and deciding whether to grovel for 
Trump’s blessing. 

For interest groups focused predomi¬ 
nantly on a conservative judiciary, or on 


big tax cuts, or on an immigration crack¬ 
down, being pro-Trump is smart. Even 
for much of the religious right, access and 
money beats professed values. 

The Trump rank-and-file supports a lot 
of the same agenda. Trump has shown a 
savvy ability to create shrewd diversions. 
It’s a safe bet, for example, that few of the 
West Virginia miners who applaud his de¬ 
fense of coal realize that the Republican 
tax cuts are heavily tilted to corporations 
and the rich. Or that the administration is 
now proposing to cut back Medicare and 
Medicaid, which provide a lot of the money 
to treat their state’s profusion of opioid 
addicts. 

On Russian interference in the presi¬ 
dential election. Trump creates alternative 
narratives. Sometimes he blames Obama, 
or supposedly left-leaning officials at the 
FBI. Sometimes he turns to sycophantic 
surrogates like Rep. Devin Nunes, chair¬ 
man of the House Intelligence Committee, 
to help cook up conspiracy theories. 

His followers accept the diversionary 
tactics even when they see through them. 
To them, the particulars don’t matter as 
much as the sentiment: He’s standing up 
for us and sticking it to the elites. Demo¬ 
crats complain about the mangling of facts 
but haven’t succeeded in offering persua¬ 
sive counternarratives — the same failure 


that helped doom Hillary Clinton’s presi¬ 
dential run. 

News organizations often play the role 
of unwitting Trump ally. A study of online 
campaign coverage by the Berkman Klein 
Center for Internet and Society at Harvard 
University concluded last summer that 
“the right-wing media ecosystem,” espe¬ 
cially Brietbart News and Fox News, were 
able to force mainstream outlets to report 
on their favored narratives. They pounced, 
for example, on controversies over the 
Clinton Foundation, fueled by a book by 
a Brietbart editor, producing coverage in 
The New York Times and elsewhere. 

These outlets are small compared with 
the mainstream media, but they relentless¬ 
ly pursue Trump’s agenda and are eager to 
echo his complaints about the FBI and to 
try to discredit sources of potentially harm¬ 
ful information like the British expert who 
compiled a dossier on Trump’s business ties 
to Russia. Their perspective often makes its 
way into the mainstream media in the name 
of balance, a journalistic habit the ideologi¬ 
cal media eschews. “We don’t get hung up 
on fairness,” the right-wing activist Grover 
Norquist likes to say. 

Albert R. Hunt is a Bloomberg View columnist. 

He was the executive editor of Bloomberg News, 
before which he was a reporter, bureau chief and 
executive Washington editor at the Wall Street 
Journal. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I Atlas page 

4 Napkin’s place 

7 Title for Judi 
Dench 

8 Toothpaste 
holders 

10 Detox center 

II Egyptian deity 
13 Highway haulers 

16 N.J. neighbor 

17 Frank — Wright 
18DIY buy 

19 Animation frames 

20 Pub potables 

21 Humiliate 

23 Daisy Mae’s guy 

25 Quarry 

26 Shortly 

27 Succor 

28 Gray-green 
color 

30 Yacht spot 
33 They greet new 
homeowners 

36 Hardy 
companion? 

37 Homeward, 
to Santa 

38 Combine 

39 Madhouses 


40Narc’s org. 

41 TV spots 

DOWN 

1 Taj — 

2 Latin 101 word 

3 Wilma and 
Fred’s kid 

4 Lascivious 

5 Free as — 

6 Lima’s land 

7 Takeout order? 

8 Fusses 

9 Reaping tool 

10 “Mayberry —” 

12 Winter Olympian 
14 Fashion 

magazine 

15Rds. 

Answer to I 


19 Low isle 

20 Raggedy doll 

21 “The Tempest” 
sprite 

22 Pandemonium 

23 Fresh 

24 Sudden windfall 

25 Dog’s foot 

26 Fred’s dancing 
partner 

28 Peter of “M” 

29 Alpha’s opposite 

30 Hungarian-born 
financier George 

31 Tolkien 
creatures 

32 Bat wood 

34 Prompted 

35 Suitable 
evious Puzzle 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


BWGB DGI WGU ZXXI G 

OXCXIOGZQX CWGSDGVYUB 

LHS WYU XIBYSX QYLX. 

WX WGU DXOYVGBYHI 

OXOYVGBYHI. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SINGER DOLLY 
SENDS A SMALL, WRAPPED BUNDLE BY MAIL, 
YOU MIGHT CALL THAT PARTON PARCEL. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals H 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fasti Buy fast 


When you see this 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 
Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 
Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stri pes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 


target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 








buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 

paypal. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion In 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


fi 

j Autos for Sale : 

^-Germany 142 | 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 

US SPEC Vehicles | 

1 Free Europe-wide delivery ' 

i “ ll 

mm 

i Dental 902 1 

t !i 

1 DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED {' 

.for new clinic in Landstuhl. l' 

■1 Part-time or full-time. Contactl' 
-ILandstuhi American Dentistry atl! 

■ (06371 >560-8075 or F 

1 info@amerioandentistry.net. 1' 


liTravel 1000 ! 

i “Winter in Garmisch!** 


’ Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km ■ 

; N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 

1 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, I 

1 dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 

I www.forsthaus-oberau.de ' 

! a ! 

STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSIQISTRI PES, 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 

STARSi^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

College baseball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 25, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 


a (48) 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Agreed to 
terms with DH Pedro Alvarez on a minor 
league contract. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Agreed to terms 
with OF-DH J.D. Martinez on a five-year 
contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Seung-Hwan Oh on a one 
year contract. Designated OF Ezequiel 
Carrera for assignment. 

National League 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with OF Ben Revere on a minor league 
contract. 

NEW YORK METS - Signed RHP A.J. 
Griffin to a minor league contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Waived F Ersan 
Ilyasova. Called up G Josh Magette and F 
Andrew White III from Erie (NBAGL). 

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS - Signed C 
Emeka Okafor through the rest of the 
season. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS — Agreed to terms 
with CB Vontae Davis on a one-year con- 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Released S 
Kurt Coleman and DE Charles Johnson. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Released LB Per- 
nell McPhee and DB Quintin Demps. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Claimed WR 
Larry Pinkard off waivers from Jackson- 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Acquired F Jason 
Chimera from the New York Islanders for 
F Chris Wagner. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned F Lau¬ 
rent Dauphin to Tucson (AHL). 

CALGARY FLAMES - Claimed F Chris 
Stewart off waivers from Minnesota. Ac¬ 
quired F Nick Shore from Ottawa for a 
2019 seventh-round draft pick. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Assigned C 
Greg McKegg to Charlotte (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Acquired 
2018 first- and fourth-round draft picks 
and F Victor Ejdsell from Nashville for 
F Ryan Hartman and a 2018 fifth-round 
draft pick. Acquired a conditional 2019 
fifth-round draft pick from Boston for F 
Tommy Wingels. Assigned F Lance Bou- 
ma to Rockford (AHL). Recalled F Mat¬ 
thew Highmore from Rockford. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Acquired D 
Ryan Graves from the New York Rangers 
for D Chris Bigras. 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS - Ac¬ 
quired D Ian Cole from Ottawa for C Nick 
Moutrey and a 2020 third-round draft 
pick. Acquired F Thomas Vanek from 
Vancouver for Fs Tyler Motte and Jussi 
Jokinen. Acquired F Ryan Kujawinski 
from Arizona for F Jordan Maletta. 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled F Jason 
Dickinson from Texas (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Acquired a 
2018 first-round draft, a 2019 second- 
round draft pick and a 2021 third-round 
draft pick from Vegas for LW Tomas Ta¬ 
tar. 

MONTREAL CANADIENS - Acquired 
D Mike Reilly from Minnesota for a 2019 
fifth-round draft pick. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed 
C Mike Fisher to a one-year contract. 
Acquired F Brandon Bollig and G Troy 
Grosenick from San Jose for a 2018 sixth- 
round draft pick. Acquired F Tyler Gaud- 
et and D John Ramage from Arizona for F 
PC Labrie and D Trevor Murphy. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Acquired F Pat¬ 
rick Maroon from Edmonton for a 2019 
third-round pick and the rights to F J.D. 
Dudek. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Traded D Ryan 
McDonagh and LW J.T. Miller to Tampa 
Bay for C Vladislav Namestnikov, D Libor 
Hajek, C Brett Howden, a 2018 first-round 
draft pick and a conditional 2019 first- 
round draft pick. Assigned F Vinni Lett- 
ieri to Hartford (AHL). 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS - Claimed D 
Johnny Oduya off waivers from Ottawa. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Acquired 
F Josh Jooris from Carolina for C Greg 
McKegg and assigned him to Wilkes- 
Barre/Scranton (AHL). 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Acquired F 
Evander Kane from Buffalo for F Danny 
O'Regan and conditional 2019 and 2020 
draft picks. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS - Acquired F 
Brendan Leipsic from Vegas for D Philip 
Holm. 

WINNIPEG JETS - Acquired F Paul 
Stastny from St. Louis for F Erik Foley, a 
2018 first-round draft pick and a condi¬ 
tional 2020 fourth-round draft pick. Ac¬ 
quired D Joe Morrow from Montreal for 
a 2018 fourth-round draft pick. 

COLLEGE 

COLORADO STATE - Announced the 
resignation of men’s basketball coach 
Larry Eustachy. 


Record Pts Prv 

26-2 1608 1 
28-3 1571 2 

25-4 1422 4 

25- 4 1416 3 

24- 5 1362 5 

23-6 1272 8 

27-4 1231 6 

26- 5 1178 9 

22- 7 1140 10 

25- 4 1013 11 

23- 5 945 13 

22- 7 887 6 

24- 7 791 16 

24-5 781 12 

24- 7 753 17 

21-7 564 19 

23- 4 558 18 

21- 7 499 15 

22- 7 450 14 

21- 8 429 21 

25- 5 386 20 

27- 4 318 22 

20-9 174 - 

23- 5 144 24 

22- 6 45 23 


2. Michigan St. (17) 

3. Xavier 

4. Villanova 

5. Duke 

6. Kansas 

7. Gonzaga 

8. Purdue 

9. North Carolina 

10. Cincinnati 

11. Wichita St. 

12. Texas Tech 

13. Ohio St. 

14. Auburn 

15. Michigan 

16. Tennessee 

17. Rhode Island 

18. Clemson 

19. Arizona 

20. West Virginia 

21. Nevada 

22. Saint Mary’s (Cal) 

23. Kentucky 

24. Middle Tennessee 

25. Houston 

Others receiving votes: TCU 41, but¬ 
ler 34, St. Bonaventure 29, NC State 28, 
Creighton 26, Loyola of Chicago 8, South¬ 
ern Cal 7, Florida St. 4, Arkansas 3, Seton 
Hall 3, Virginia Tech 2, Boise St. 1, Okla¬ 
homa 1, Florida 1. 

USA Today Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 25, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Virginia 26-2 785 2 

2. Michigan State 28-3 781 1 

3. Duke 24-5 690 5 

4. Xavier 25-4 683 4 

5. Villanova 25-4 670 3 

6. Kansas 23-6 644 8 

7. Gonzaga 27-4 593 6 

8. Purdue 26-5 587 9 

9. North Carolina 22-7 550 10 

10. Cincinnati 25-4 492 11 

11. Wichita State 23-5 436 12 

12. Texas Tech 22-7 421 7 

13. Michigan 24-7 384 16 

14. Ohio State 24-7 378 15 

15. Auburn 24-5 316 13 

16. Rhode Island 23-4 301 18 

17. Tennessee 21-7 290 19 

18. Clemson 21-7 248 17 

19. West Virginia 21-8 223 21 

20. Saint Mary’s 27-4 195 20 

21. Nevada 25-5 170 22 

22. Arizona 22-7 166 14 

23. Middle Tennessee 23-5 81 24 

24. Creighton 20-9 66 - 

25. Kentucky 20-9 60 - 

Others receiving votes: Houston 51; 

Arizona State 22; TCU 17; Butler 14; Vir¬ 
ginia Tech 12; Florida 10; North Carolina 
State 10; Nebraska 8; Florida State 7; 
Loyola III. 7; New Mexico State 7; Miami 
Fla. 6; St. Bonaventure 6; Oklahoma 4; 
Louisiana-Lafayette 3; Arkansas 2; Seton 
Hall 2; Texas A&M 2. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Marquette 90, Georgetown 86, OT 
Md.-Eastern Shore 59, Delaware St. 47 
North Florida 80, NJIT76 
West Virginia 84, Texas Tech 74 

SOUTH 

Florida A&M 76, SC State 74 
Florida Gulf Coast 96, SC-Upstate 76 
Jackson St. 51, Ark.-Pine Bluff 48 
Jacksonville 87, Kennesaw St. 68 
James Madison 90, Elon 84 
Lipscomb 89, Stetson 73 
MVSU 79, Grambling St. 74 


Morgan St. 69, Coppin St. 56 
NC A&T 86, Bethune-Cookman 80 
Norfolk St. 79, Howard 74 
Savannah St. 85, NC Central 75 
Virginia Tech 64, Duke 63 
MIDWEST 

Graceland (Iowa) 90, Evangel 51 
Grand View 76, Baker 70 
Kansas 80, Texas 70 
Peru St. 80, Avila 73 

SOUTHWEST 

Prairie View 71, Alabama A&M 58 
Texas Southern 95, Alabama St. 77 

FAR WEST 

Fresno St. 54, Air Force 48 

TOURNAMENT 

NSIC Conference Tournament 
Semifinals 

Northern St. (SD) 79, Minn. St.-Manka- 
to78 

SW Minnesota St. 73, St. Cloud St. 66 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 25, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking; 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (32) 28-0 800 1 

2. Mississippi St. 30-0 765 2 

3. Baylor 27-1 733 3 

4. Louisville 29-2 697 4 

5. Notre Dame 27-2 685 5 

6. Oregon 27-4 627 8 

7. Texas 23-5 611 6 

8. South Carolina 23-6 542 7 

9. UCLA 23-6 511 10 

10. Oregon St. 23-6 496 12 

1 1 Clr^»•irl•3 C4- ' “ - 


Mexican Open 

Monday 


11. Florida St. 

12. Tennessee 

13. Ohio St. 

14. Missouri 

15. Texas A&M 

16. Stanford 

17. Maryland 

18. Duke 

19. Georgia 

20. South Florida 

21. Green Bay 

22. Belmont 

23. NC State 

24. LSU 

25. Mercer 


Others receiving votes: Iowa 18, Okla¬ 
homa St. 15, Michigan 15, Gonzaga 11, 
Dayton 9, Syracuse 8, Arizona St. 7, De- 
Paul 6, California 6, Quinnipiac 5, Min¬ 
nesota 5, Cent Michigan 4, Oklahoma 3, 
Buffalo 2, Florida Gulf Coast 2, Miami 1, 
UC Davis 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Md.-Eastern Shore 76, Delaware St. 56 
Memphis 83, Temple 78 
Robert Morris 67, CCSU 51 
Sacred Heart 63, LIU Brooklyn 43 
St. Francis (Pa.) 94, Bryant 78 
St. Francis Brooklyn 58, Fairleigh Dick¬ 
inson 45 

UConn 82, South Florida 53 

SOUTH 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 66, Jackson St. 60 
Barton 85, Lees-McRae 75 
Grambling St. 64, MVSU 55 
Morgan St. 73, Coppin St. 59 
NC A&T 62, Bethune-Cookman 55 
NC Central 74, Savannah St. 61 
Norfolk St. 59, Howard 53 
SC State 82, Florida A&M 49 
Tulane 52, SMU 46 
UCF75, East Carolina 54 
MIDWEST 

Cincinnati 61, Houston 57 

SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 80, West Virginia 54 
Kansas St. 86, Texas Tech 63 
Oklahoma St. 85, TCU 72 
Prairie View 84, Alabama A&M 73 
Texas Southern 76, Alabama St. 48 
Wichita St. 70, Tulsa 59 
TOURNAMENT 

NSIC Conference Tournament 
Semifinals 

Augustana (SD) 63, Sioux Falls 43 
Winona St. 66, Concordia (St.P) 56 


College hockey I AP sportlight 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Feb. 25 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud State (47) 21-6-5 996 1 

2. Cornell (2) 23-4-2 905 2 

3. Minnesota State (1) 26-7-1 876 4 

4. Denver 17-8-7 865 3 

5. Notre Dame 23-9-2 797 5 

6. Ohio State 21-8-5 792 6 

7. Minnesota Duluth 18-13-3 654 9 

8. Northeastern 21-8-5 603 11 

9. Providence 20-10-4 586 7 

10. Clarkson 20-8-6 584 10 

11. Minnesota 19-15-2 487 8 

12. Michigan 18-13-3 463 13 

13. North Dakota 14-11-9 355 12 

14. Omaha 16-14-2 318 14 

15. Penn State 16-13-5 299 18 

16. Union 21-13-2 232 19 

17. Bowling Green 20-10-6 210 15 

18. Boston College 18-13-3 194 20 

19. Northern Michigan 21-12-3 177 16 

20. Boston University 17-13-4 47 — 

Also receiving votes: Mercyhurst 29, 

Western Michigan 15, UMass Lowell 7, 
Harvard 5, Bemidji State 2, Maine 1, Colo¬ 
rado College 1. 


Purse: ATP, $1.64 miiiion (WT500); 
WTA, $226,750 (inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

^Men^ 

First Round 

Jared Donaldson, United States, def. 
Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, 6-2, 3-2 re¬ 
tired. 

Ryan Harrison, United States, def. John 
Isner (8), United States, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

David Ferrer, Spain, def. Andrey 
Rublev, Russia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Kevin Anderson (5), South Africa, def. 
Radu Albot, Moldova, 6-4, 6-3. 

First Round 

Lesia Tsurenko (7), Ukraine, def. Lau¬ 
ren Davis, United States, 6-4, 6-1. 

Daria Gavrilova (3), Australia, def. 
Madison Brengle, United States, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-3. 

Arina Rodionova, Australia, def. Kat- 
eryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 6-2,1-0, retired. 

Irina-Camelia Begu (5), Romania, def. 
Christina McHale, United States, 3-6, 6-2, 


Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, def. Dayana 


24-5 457 

23- 6 452 15 

24- 6 398 14 
23-6 381 11 

22- 8 338 17 
20-9 333 16 

23- 6 280 13 
22-7 247 20 

24- 5 246 19 
24-5 243 18 

26- 3 119 22 

28-3 110 23 
22-7 101 21 
19-8 85 24 

27- 2 25 - 


First Round 

Bob and Mike Bryan (4), United States, 
def. Fabrice Martin, France, and Franko 
Skugor, Croatia, 6-2, 7-5. 

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and Marc Lo¬ 
pez, Spain, def. Alexander and Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 6-3, 6-4. 

Women 
First Round 

Tatj'ana Maria, Germany, and Heather 
Watson, Britain, def. Cornelia Lister, Swe¬ 
den, and Y Sizikova, Russia, 7-5, 4-6, 11- 
9. 

Ana Sofia Sanchez and Renata Zaraz- 
ua, Mexico, def. Victoria Rodriguez, Mex¬ 
ico, and Bibiane Schoofs, Netherlands, 
4-6, 6-4, 10-8. 

Brazil Open 

Monday 

At Esporte Ciube Pinheiros 
Sao Pauio 

Purse: $516,205 (WT250) 

Surface: Ciay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def. 
Gerald Melzer, Austria, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Federico Delbonis (8), Argentina, def. 
Roberto Carballes-Baena, Spain, 6-4, 6-4. 

Leonardo Mayer (5), Argentina, def. 
Gastao Elias, Portugal, 5-7, 7-6 (10), 7-6 
(5). 

Joao Domingues, Portugal, def. Renzo 
Olivo, Argentina, 2-6, 7-6 (6), 7-5. 

Carlos Berlocq, Argentina, def. Thiago 
Seyboth Wild, Brazil, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 


First Round 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, and Horacio 
Zeballos (1), Argentina, def. Sergio Gal- 
dos, Peru, and Guido Pella, Argentina, 
6-1, 6-2. 

Rogerio DutraSilva, Brazil, and Roman 
Jebavy, Czech Republic, def. Marco Cec- 
chinato, Italy, and Albert Ramos-Vinolas, 
Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Thomaz Bellucci and Andre Sa, Brazil, 
def. Remain Arneodo, Monaco, and Anto¬ 
nio Sancic, Croatia, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 


Pro baseball 


Feb. 28 

1922 — In the first formal college con¬ 
ference basketball tournament. North 
Carolina beats Mercer 40-26 to win the 
Southern Intercollegiate Conference 
championship. The 13-team conference 
keeps standings in its’ second season. 

1940 — College basketball is televised 
for the first time. Station W2XBS trans¬ 
mits a basketball doubleheader from 
New York’s Madison Square Garden. 
Pittsburgh plays Fordham and New York 
University competes against George- 

1957 — Johnny Longden becomes the 
first jockey in history to reach 5,000 vic¬ 
tories. Longden, who started his career 
in 1927, coaxes Bente to a head victory 
over Flying Finish II in the fourth race at 
Santa Anita Park. 

1960 - The United States hockey 
team scores six goals in the third period 
to beat Czechoslovakia 9-4 and win the 
gold medal in the Winter Olympics at 
Squaw Valley, Calif. 

1967 — Wilt Chamberlain misses his 
first field goal in four games to end his 
NBA record shooting streak of 35 consec¬ 
utive field goals, during Philadelphia’s 
127-107 victory over Cincinnati at Syra- 

1971 — Jack Nicklaus wins the PGA 
Championship by beating Billy Casper by 
three strokes. 


Spring training 

Tuesday’s games 

Baltimore vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char¬ 
lotte, Fla. 

Detroit vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater, 
Fla. 

Miami vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla. 
St. Louis vs. Boston (ss) at Fort Myers, 


Fla. 

Arizona vs. San Francisco at Scotts¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Chicago White Sox vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Mesa, Ariz. 

Cincinnati vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

Oakland vs. Cleveland at Goodyear 

Seattle (ss) vs. Kansas City at Sur¬ 
prise, Ariz. 

Texas vs. L.A. Dodgers at Glendale, Ariz. 

L.A. Angels vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 
Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Seattle (ss) at Peoria, Ariz. 

Boston (ss) vs. Minnesota at Fort My¬ 
ers, Fla. 

Wednesday’s games 

Detroit vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla. 

N.Y. Mets vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 

St. Louis vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla. 

Tampa Bay vs. Minnesota (ss) at Fort 
Myers, Fla. 

Washington vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 

Minnesota (ss) vs. Houston at West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. Toronto at Dunedin, Fla. 

Cincinnati vs. Kansas City at Surprise, 

Oakland vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, Ariz. 

San Francisco vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 


Baseball America Top 25 

DURHAM, N.C. - The top 25 teams in 
the Baseball America poll, with records 
through Feb. 25 and previous ranking 
(selected by the staff of Baseball Amer¬ 
ica): 

Record Prv 

1. Florida 3-0 1 

2. Oregon State 3-0 2 

3. Florida State 3-0 3 

4. Arkansas 3-0 4 

5. Texas Tech 4-0 5 

6. North Carolina 2-1 6 

7. TCU 2-1 7 

8. Kentucky 4-0 8 

9. Stanford 3-0 9 

10. Texas A&M 3-0 10 

11. Clemson 3-0 12 

12. UCLA 3-0 13 

13. Cal State Fullerton 0-3 11 

14. Texas 2-1 14 

15. Virginia 2-1 15 

16. Mississippi 3-0 16 

17. Southern Miss 3-0 21 

18. Vanderbilt 2-1 18 

19. Louisville 3-0 19 

20. Indiana 2-1 20 

21. South Alabama 3-1 24 

22. LSU 1-2 17 

23. St. John’s 3-0 25 

24. UCF 1-2 22 

25. Connecticut 2-1 — 

Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, with records through Feb. 25, 
total points and previous ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Oregon St. 8-0 496 2 

2. Florida 7-1 495 1 

3. Florida St. 7-0 493 4 

4. Texas Tech. 7-0 491 5 

5. Vanderbilt 7-1 488 6 

6. Kentucky 7-1 484 8 

7. Clemson 7-0 480 12 

8. Stanford 8-0 477 14 

9. UCLA 6-1 475 11 

10. Louisville 7-0 472 18 

11. South Alabama 7-1 470 17 

12. Texas Christian 4-2 467 9 

13. San Diego 7-2 465 - 

14. Louisiana St. 4-3 463 15 

15. Arkansas 5-2 461 3 

16. N.C. State 7-1 459 24 

17. Texas A&M 7-0 456 25 

18. Auburn 8-0 454 26 

19. Stetson 6-1 452 28 

20. Mississippi 7-0 449 29 

21. St. John’s 7-0 446 - 

22. Indiana 6-1 444 - 

23. South Carolina 6-2 440 21 

24. Dallas Baptist 3-3 438 10 

25. Southern Mississippi 5-2 436 13 

26. Virginia 4-3 432 16 

27. Texas 4-3 429 19 

28. Missouri St. 4-2 426 23 

29. East Carolina 6-1 424 — 

30. Alabama 7-0 421 - 

Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Old Westbury 2, Kean 1 

SOUTH 

Freed-Hardeman 6, Columbia (Mo.) 0 
Murray St. 4, W. Illinois 3 
Rhodes 8, Sewanee 3 
Shorter 5-9, Union (Tenn.) 3-4 
Spalding 1, Olivet 0 

MIDWEST 

Concordia (Neb.) 4-19, Evangel 0-3 
Culver-Stockton 4, Cleary 1 
Lindsey Wilson 10, Culver-Stockton 8 


Seattle vs. Cleveland (ss) at Goodyear, 

Texas vs. Chicago White Sox at Glen¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Colorado vs. Arizona at Scottsdale, Ariz. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz. 

Cleveland (ss) vs. L.A. Angels at Tem- 

Thursday’s games 

Atlanta (ss) vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla. 

Baltimore vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char¬ 
lotte, Fla. 

Boston vs. Houston at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Minnesota vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 

N.Y. Yankees vs. Philadelphia at Clear¬ 
water, Fla. 

Toronto vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, Fla. 

Washington vs. Atlanta (ss) at Kissim¬ 
mee, Fla. 

Miami vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie, Fla. 

Chicago White Sox vs. Cincinnati at 
Goodyear, Ariz. 

Cleveland vs. L.A. Dodgers at Glen¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Colorado vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, Ariz. 

L.A. Angels vs. San Francisco at Scott¬ 
sdale, Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Texas (ss) at Surprise, Ariz. 

Texas (ss) vs. Oakland at Mesa, Ariz. 

Kansas City vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 

Milwaukee vs. Arizona at Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Calendar 

March 29 - Opening day. Active rosters 
reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 - Cleveland vs. Minnesota at 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

May 16-17 - Owners’ meetings. New 
York. 

June 4 - Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 - International amateur signing 
period closes. 

















Page 26 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, February 28,2018 


MLB 



Ben Margot/AP 


The Los Angeles Angels’ Shohei Ohtani works against the Milwaukee Brewers during the first inning of a 
spring training game Saturday in Tempe, Ariz. Ohtani didn’t make it through his scheduled two innings. 


Ohtani debuts at plate, 
gets RBI single, 2 walks 


By Bernie Wilson 

Associated Press 

PEORIA, Ariz. 
wo-way star Shohei 
Ohtani had a much bet¬ 
ter big league debut as 
a hitter than he did as a 

pitcher. 

After patiently drawing walks 
in his first two plate appearanc¬ 
es, Ohtani hit a sharp RBI single 
up the middle in his first spring 
training start as a designated hit¬ 
ter for the Los Angeles Angels on 
Monday. 

“I was happy to get that first 
hit out of the way but I was also 
happy with my first two at-bats,” 
the 23-year-old said through a 
translator after getting on base 
three times against three differ¬ 
ent San Diego Padres pitchers. “I 
got to see a lot of pitches and I got 
to face a righty and a lefty. I felt 
like I put together pretty good at- 
bats the first two walks.” 

That’s why the lefty-hitting 
phenom was able to be aggressive 
in his third at-bat, when he hit 
the first pitch he saw from righty 
Michael Mariot for a single that 
brought in Eric Young Jr., who 
had doubled with one out. 

“One of the reasons why I was 
able to see so many pitches in the 
first two at-bats was I just wanted 
to feel the difference in the strike 
zones between Japan and the 
States,” Ohtani said. “I felt like I 
kind of accomplished that plus I 
just wanted to be aggressive on 
the first pitch.” 

After his single, Ohtani was 
lifted for a pinch-runner and re¬ 
ceived a nice round of applause 
from the fans at Peoria Stadium, 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 


Shohei Ohtani finally got to bat, 
starting as the designated hitter 
against the San Diego Padres. 

which was less than half full. 

Ohtani saw 11 pitches his first 
two times up and swung at only 
two. 

Batting second, he fell behind 
0-2 against right-hander Jor¬ 
dan Lyles before drawing four 
straight balls in the first inning. 
He advanced on David Fletcher’s 
single and was erased on Martin 
Maldonado’s inning-ending dou¬ 
ble play. 

Ohtani walked again in the 
third against lefty Buddy Bau¬ 
man and took second on a wild 
pitch, beating the throw with an 
awkward slide. 

The Angels lost 10-4 as the Pa¬ 
dres hit five home runs, including 
an inside-the-parker by Franchy 


Cordero. 

Ohtani’s first Cactus League at- 
bats came two days after his first 
start on the mound. The Japanese 
newcomer allowed a home run 
and didn’t make it through his 
scheduled two innings against 
Milwaukee. 

Ohtani said he wasn’t nervous. 

“Actually, it felt really natural 
going into my first at-bat. I was 
able to see the ball really well,” 
he said. 

“I was able to see a lot of pitch¬ 
es, so that was really good. I just 
want to keep it going. I’m see¬ 
ing the ball pretty well so hope¬ 
fully I can have better at-bats 
tomorrow.” 

Ohtani is trying to become the 
first player in nearly 100 years to 
play regularly as a pitcher and 
hitter. 

Asked if hitting is ahead of his 
pitching, he said: “I think this 
goes for almost any player, I think 
my hitting is always ahead of my 
pitching at this point of the year, 
just like any other year.” 

Ohtani spent five seasons with 
the Nippon Ham Fighters before 
signing with the Angels as an 
international free agent on Dec. 
10. The Angels paid a $20 million 
posting fee to the Ham Fighters. 
Ohtani, who will be under the 
Angels’ contractual control for 
six years, signed a minor league 
contract and can receive up to 
$2,315,000 in international bonus 
money from the Angels. 

Ohtani likely could have re¬ 
ceived a deal worth more than 
$100 million if he had waited two 
years to move stateside, but he 
wasn’t interested in delaying his 
progress for money. 



Miami’s last big bat 
embracing new role 


By Chuck King 
Associated Press 

JUPITER, Fla. — There are 
few fixed rules regarding the 
Miami Marlins’ early morn¬ 
ing spring training clubhouse 
schedule. 

Players are free to grab an 
omelet, maybe take some extra 
swings in the batting cage and 
socialize. 

But when “Runaround Sue” 
blares over the clubhouse sound 
system, it’s time to get down to 
business. 

“I play a song every day like 
five minutes before the morn¬ 
ing meeting so people 
can know, if the song is 
playing, we’ve got five 
minutes before we have 
the meeting,” said first 
baseman Justin Bour, 
who selected and plays 
that early ’60s Dion 
classic for no particular 
reason. 

Nationally best known 
for his doughnut-fueled 
All-Star Game Home 
Run Derby battle with 
eventual winner Aaron 
Judge and for, from 
time-to-time, stand¬ 
ing on his head during 
pregame stretch, the 6-foot-3, 
265-pound Bour won’t ever be 
confused, either in stature or de¬ 
meanor, with Miami CEO Derek 
Jeter. 

But if Jeter is the new face of the 
Miami franchise, the 29-year-old 
Bour is probably the most distin¬ 
guishable figure on the diamond. 

“It’s nice to be a recognizable 
face of the Marlins,” Bour said. “I 
hope I do a good job of represent¬ 
ing the team, the organization and 
the city of Miami, to a degree, so 
it’s good.” 

Considering what the Marlins 
lost from last year — former All- 
Stars Giancarlo Stanton, Marcell 
Ozuna, Christian Yelich and Dee 
Gordon all traded away — Bour 
suddenly finds himself as the big¬ 
gest bat, and personality, in the 
Marlins lineup. 


“I think people recognize JB,” 
Miami manager Don Mattingly 
said. “He’s got a little bit of that 
character in him.” 

Marlins fans respond to Bour. 
At no point was that more evident 
than last Friday, when Miami 
invited the baseball and soft- 
ball teams from Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School, site 
of the Feb. 14 school shooting in 
nearby Parkland, to Roger Dean 
Stadium. 

The high school players 

swarmed Bour, who did his best 
to accommodate any request. 

Bour appeared on live Snap- 
chat posts with the baseball play¬ 
ers. He gave away one 
d of his gloves. He hosted 

I think an impromptu trivia 

people contest, rewarding high 

■ schoolers who answer 

recognize J^jg questions correctly 

JB. He's with bats. 

a littlfk “That’s the family of 
S* x Il? * baseball,” Bour said, 

bit of that “We’re all here for each 

character other, it doesn’t matter 

■ h" f what level, we’re always 

in nim. going to take care of 

Don Mattingly each other.” 

Marlins manager, Bour plans to visit one 

on first baseman Douglas baseball prac- 
Justin Bour tice later in the year. 

“Not so much a media 
thing, more of a just kind of hang¬ 
ing out with the guys,” Bour said. 
“These guys, they’ve had enough 
media in their face. We’re going 
to go over, hang out, talk baseball 
and just enjoy the day.” 

A cleanup hitter with power to 
all fields, the left-handed hitting 
Bour hit 25 homers and drove 
in 83 runs last season while hit¬ 
ting .289, all career highs, despite 
missing more than a month be¬ 
cause of an oblique strain. Among 
returning Marlins, only catcher 
J.T. Realmuto enjoyed anything 
close to similar production. 

“It’s going to be a different 
lineup,” Bour said. “I might see 
different pitches. It’s a matter of 
coming in, staying with my ap¬ 
proach, understanding what the 
pitchers are going to do and doing 
what I can against them.” 



David Santiago, Miami Herald/AP 


Miami Marlins first baseman Justin Bour does a headstand during 
spring training Tuesday in Jupiter, Fla. 
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John Sleezer, The Kansas City Star/AP 

Kansas City Royals pitcher Burch Smith throws during spring 
training on Feb. 20 in Surprise, Ariz. He has been mostly injured in 
his career, including Tommy John injury in 2015. 


Hard-throwing Smith 
impresses KC even 
after plunking in BP 


Associated Press 

SURPRISE, Ariz. — Burch 
Smith was so amped up that he 
plunked a teammate in batting 
practice for the Kansas City 
Royals. 

Manager Ned Yost was more 
worried about the follow-up pitch 
from the Rule 5 draft pick, and he 
liked what he saw. 

“A young guy, first time in 
camp, it tends to be a little nerve- 
wracking,” Yost said. “First time 
you’re throwing BP and you’ve 
got the manager and coaches 
standing behind. Your natural 
tendency is try to be impressive. 
Here we go, you drill somebody. 

“I’ve always been attuned to 
the next pitch. Does it send you 
off the edge and give you even 
more anxiety? Every time he’s 
come close to somebody, the next 
pitch has been a strike. And that’s 
a good sign.” 

Kansas City will have to keep 
Smith, a hard-throwing 27-year- 
old right-hander, on the roster all 
season or offer him back to the 
Tampa Bay Rays. 

“Different uniform, a new op¬ 
portunity,” Smith said. 

Smith was drafted by the Cleve¬ 
land Indians in back-to-back 
years but did not sign. He signed 
instead with the San Diego Pa¬ 
dres, who took him in 2011 after 
his junior season at Oklahoma. 
He was in the m^ors by 2013, 
going 1-3 with a 6.44 ERA in 10 
games, seven of them starts. 

He went to the Rays in 2014 as 
part of a three-team trade. 

Smith pitched only 5 Vs in¬ 
nings in 2014 and none the next 
two years. He had Tommy John 
surgery in 2015 and a setback in 
2016. 


“Not a fun couple of years,” 
Smith said. “In ’14, they called 
it a UCL strain. In ’15, I got the 
Tommy John and in 2016 a frac¬ 
tured bone tunnel, one of those 
holes they drill you for your 
ligament.” 

In his first rehab start in 2016, 
he said the elbow did not feel good 
and he came off the mound. X- 
rays detected the fractured bone 
tunnel. 

“I didn’t have to get bone sur¬ 
gery, just a lot of rest, just heal¬ 
ing,” Smith said. “Dr. (James) 
Andrews said I’m only the fourth 
case he’s seen in nearly 5,000 
Tommy John surgeries. It’s pret¬ 
ty uncommon. I think it’s just one 
of those things that happened.” 

Smith was healthy in 2017 and 
made six starts in the Arizona 
Fall League, where he struck 
out 29 and allowed only 12 hits 
in 20 Vs innings. Royals scouts 
clocked one of his fastballs at 100 
mph, and he was consistently in 
the upper 90s. When the Rays did 
not protect him by putting him 
on the 40-man big league roster, 
the Royals got him in the Rule 5 
draft. 

Smith is not concerned about 
lighting up radar guns in spring 
training. 

“I’m more worried about stay¬ 
ing healthy and staying on the 
field,” Smith said. “The velocity 
and all the other stuff will come.” 

Smith is a rotation candidate, 
but could make the team as a 
power arm out of the bullpen. 

“For right now I’m a starter,” 
Smith said. “They said come in 
and be ready to start. That’s how 
I’ve prepared. I’ve always been 
a starter. I like to start. We’ll see 
how that plays out.” 


Every time he’s come close to somebody, 
the next pitch has been a strike. And that’s 
a good sign, f 

Ned Yost 

Royals manager 


Passer in pinstripes 

Seahawks QB Wilson starts workouts with Yankees 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Russell Wilson’s head knows 
football was the right choice. Baseball still has his 
heart. 

A 2014 Super Bowl champion quarterback with 
the Seattle Seahawks, the 29-year-old began a week 
of workouts Monday with the New York Yankees. 

“Is this just a stunt?” he said. “I think that if you 
really know me, baseball’s been a part of my blood. 
It’s been a part of who I am and where I’ve come 
from and what I’ve done. When you see me make 
plays on the football field, a lot of that’s a direct cor¬ 
relation to baseball.” 

Wilson hit six homers in 39 swings as part of a 
batting practice group that included Aaron Judge 
and Giancarlo Stanton, the top sluggers in the mqjor 
leagues last season, plus Gary Sanchez and Greg 
Bird. 

A middle infielder who hit .229 in 93 games at 
Class A in the Colorado 
Rockies’ system in 2011 
and ’12, Wilson became 
the Seahawks’ starting 
quarterback in autumn 
2012. He was selected by 
Texas in the 2013 winter 
meeting draft and attend¬ 
ed spring training with 
the Rangers. 

Wilson was on vacation 
in the Bahamas early this 
month when he learned 
he had been acquired in a 
trade by the Yankees, his 
favorite team growing up. 
While the Yankees gave 
playing time to football 
players Deion Sanders 
and Drew Henson, they 
said Wilson will not ap¬ 
pear in any spring train¬ 
ing games; they want to 
observe his leadership skills, and he wants to soak 
up the attitude of a franchise with a record 27 World 
Series titles. 

“There’s an aroma around here that I’ve got to fig¬ 


ure out, and I can’t wait to learn more about it and 
use that for my football career,” he said. 

Wearing pink sunglasses for BP, Wilson fell short 
of the fence in his first 17 swings with a 33-inch, 
31-ounce Louisville Slugger, a personalized maple 
model H319C in black. He then hit three in his next 
four tries, cleared the left-field walkway and clanked 
his final drive off the center-field batter’s eye. 

“It’s just cool being able to pick his brain, that was 
the coolest part for me,” Judge said. “When he’s 
working out, everything is for a purpose.” 

Wilson was on the field hours early, working with 
shortstop Didi Gregorius. He and the Yankees were 
all smiles. 

“Watching him take a ball from the outfield that 
was kind of an in-between hop and watching him 
moving his feet real well and create a longer hop, 
that’s a savvy good-player move,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said. 

Wilson spoke to the team before batting prac¬ 
tice about leadership principles and said Judge and 
Stanton would be tight ends if they played in the 
NFL. He wore No. 73 — his football number, 3, is re¬ 
tired by the Yankees for Babe Ruth and his baseball 
number in high school was 7, retired by New York 
for Mickey Mantle. 

He said his great uncle wears a Yankees cap every 
day, even to Seahawks games. 

“I was always a fair-weather fan. I loved watch¬ 
ing the best players, the best teams play. So when I 
was growing up, playing football, it was the Green 
Bay Packers at one point, then it was the 49ers, then 
it was the Cowboys,” Wilson said. “But for baseball 
growing up, I was always a huge Yankees fan, and 
I think it was because I loved the process. I love 
watching winners win.” 

Wilson has no intention to switch sports. 

“I love playing the game I play now,” he said. 
“Being the starting quarterback for the Seattle Se¬ 
ahawks, I’m one of 32 men in the world that get to 
do what I get to do. It’s the best job in the world, and 
so for me I’m very passionate about that. And my 
focus is winning more Super Bowls, doing whatever 
it takes to do that.” 

He doesn’t want to expand to a third sport and 
dabble with dribbling. 

“I wouldn’t be good at basketball. But baseball,” 
he said, “it’s like riding a bike.” 


I think that if 
you reaiiy know 
me, basebaii’s 
been a part of 
my biood. It’s 
been a part 
of who I am 
and where I’ve 
come from 
and what I’ve 
done. ^ 

Russell Wilson 

Seahawks QB who's 
going through workouts 
with the Yankees 



Lynne Sladky/AP 

Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson, right, stretches with the New \brk Yankees' Aaron Judge 
before a baseball spring training game against the Philadelphia Phillies on Monday in Tampa, Fla. Wilson 
began a week of workouts on Monday but won’t play in any games. 
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Gerald Herbert/AP 

Pelicans forward Anthony Davis, left, reacts after his slam dunk on 
an offensive rebound in the second half Monday in New Orleans. 

Roundup 


Davis erupts for 
53 to lift Pelicans 


Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Anthony 
Davis’ authoritative put-back 
dunk in the final minutes summed 
up a night on which his relentless 
play around the basket forced 
Phoenix’s three tallest players to 
foul out. 

Davis scored a season-high 53 
points, grabbed 18 rebounds and 
blocked five shots, and the New 
Orleans Pelicans extended their 
winning streak to six with a 125- 
116 victory over the hapless Phoe¬ 
nix Suns on Monday night. 

“Thank, you Anthony, for car¬ 
rying us,” Pelicans guard Jrue 
Holiday said. “Look at his num¬ 
bers, man. He’s something else.” 

Davis has scored no fewer than 
27 points in a game during New 
Orleans’ streak, scoring at least 
38 five times and more than 40 
four times. 

After the 6-foot-lO Davis hit his 
21st free throw, the Suns had to 
guard the Pelicans’ All-Star power 
forward with 6-foot-8 small for¬ 
ward Josh Jackson because 7-foot- 
ers Dragan Bender and Alex Len 
and 6-foot-lO Marquese Chriss 
had all fouled out with nearly five 
minutes still to play. 

“A lot of their bigs were in foul 
trouble. I just wanted to hang 
around the rim as much as pos¬ 
sible, knowing I had the size ad¬ 
vantage,” Davis said. “We’ll take 
any type of win, any type of way 
we can get it.” 

Hohday scored 20 points for the 
Pelicans, whose season-best un¬ 
beaten run has pulled them into 
a tie with Portland for fifth place 
in the Western Conference despite 
being without All-Star DeMarcus 
Cousins, who was lost for the sea¬ 
son Jan. 26 with a tom Achilles. 

Warriors 125, Knicks 111: 


Klay Thompson had 26 points 
and Stephen Curry scored 14 of 
his 21 in the third quarter, when 
visiting Golden State ran another 
opponent off the floor. 

Kevin Durant added 22 points 
and nine rebounds for Golden 
State, which trailed by one at 
halftime before outscoring New 
York 39-18 in the third. 

Rockets 96, Jazz 85: James 
Harden had 26 points and Luc 
Mbah a Moute scored 15 of his 
17 in the fourth quarter to send 
Houston past host Utah for its 
13th straight victory. 

Raptors 123, Pistons 94: 
DeMar DeRozan and Kyle Lowry 
each scored 20 points. Serge 
Ibaka had 19 and host Toronto 
routed Detroit for its seventh win 
in eight games. 

Celtics 109, Grizziies 98: 

Kyrie Irving scored 25 points in 
three quarters of work and host 
Boston beat Memphis. 

Nets 104, Bulis 87: Alan 
Crabbe scored 21 points and host 
Brooklyn snapped an eight-game 
losing streak with a win over 
Chicago. 

Lakers 123, Hawks 104: 

Brandon Ingram had 21 points 
and 10 rebounds, leading eight 
teammates in double figures, and 
Los Angeles beat host Atlanta for 
its third straight win. 

Thunder 112, Magic 105: 
Paul George scored 26 points to 
help host Oklahoma City. 

Mavericks 109, Pacers 103: 
Harrison Barnes scored 21 
points, J.J. Barea added 19 and 
host Dallas beat Indiana. 

Timberwolves 118, Kings 
100: Karl-Anthony Towns had 26 
points and 17 rebounds, and Min¬ 
nesota pulled away in the second 
half to beat host Sacramento. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 42 17 .712 - 

Boston 43 19 .694 Vi 

Philadelphia 32 26 .552 9'/2 

New York 24 38 .387 19'/2 

Brooklyn 20 41 .328 23 

Southeast Division 

Washington 35 25 .583 - 

Miami 31 29 .517 4 

Charlotte 27 33 .450 8 

Orlando 18 42 .300 17 

Atlanta 18 43 .295 17'/2 

Centrai Division 

Cleveland 35 24 .593 - 

Indiana 34 26 .567 l'/2 

Milwaukee 33 26 .559 2 

Detroit 28 32 .467 7'/2 

Chicago 20 40 .333 15'/2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 47 13 .783 - 

San Antonio 36 25 .590 ll'/2 

New Orleans 34 26 .567 13 

Dallas 19 42 .311 28'/2 

Memphis 18 41 .305 28'/2 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 38 26 .594 - 

Portland 34 26 .567 2 

Oklahoma City 35 27 .565 2 

Denver 33 27 .550 3 

Utah 31 30 .508 5'/2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 47 14 .770 - 

L.A. Clippers 31 27 .534 14'/2 

L.A. Lakers 26 34 .433 20'/2 

Sacramento 18 42 .300 28'/2 

Phoenix 18 44 .290 29'/2 

Monday’s ^ames 
Boston 109, Memphis 98 
Brooklyn 104, Chicago 87 
Golden State 125, New York 111 
L.A. Lakers 123, Atlanta 104 
Toronto 123, Detroit 94 
New Orleans 125, Phoenix 116 
Oklahoma City 112, Orlando 105 
Dallas 109, Indiana 103 
Houston 96, Utah 85 
Minnesota 118, Sacramento 100 
Tuesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Cleveland 
Chicago at Charlotte 
Philadelphia at Miami 
Washington at Milwaukee 
Sacramento at Portland 
L.A. Clippers at Denver 

Wednesday’s games 
Milwaukee at Detroit 
Toronto at Orlando 
Charlotte at Boston 
Indiana at Atlanta 
Golden State at Washington 
Phoenix at Memphis 
New Orleans at San Antonio 
Oklahoma City at Dallas 
Houston at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
L.A. Lakers at Miami 
Philadelphia at Cleveland 
Brooklyn at Sacramento 
Minnesota at Portland 

Monday 

Timberwolves 118, Kings 100 

MINNESOTA - Bjelica 5-9 0-0 12, Gib¬ 
son 6-7 3-4 15, Towns 9-10 8-8 26, Teague 

4- 14 11-12 20, Wiggins 8-15 5-6 22, Aldrich 
0-0 0-0 0, Dieng 3-7 4-4 10, Brooks 0-0 0- 
0 0, Jones 2-2 2-2 7, Crawford 2-11 0-0 6. 
Totals 39-75 33-36 118. 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 1-4 0-0 3, La- 
bissiere 8-11 3-3 20, Cauley-Stein 7-13 3-3 
17, Fox 5-9 0-0 13, Bogdanovic 4-13 2-2 11, 
Cabocio 2-7 0-0 4, Koufos 3-6 1-2 7, Mason 

3- 6 3-3 9, Hield 7-15 0-0 16. Totals 40-84 
12-13 100. 

Minnesota 29 34 34 21-118 

Sacramento 29 31 17 23-100 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 7-16 
(Bjelica 2-3, Crawford 2-7, Jones 1-1, 
Teague 1-2, Wiggins 1-3), Sacramento 8- 
22 (Fox 3-4, Hield 2-6, Jackson 1-2, Labis- 
siere 1-3, Bogdanovic 1-4, Cabocio 0-3). 
Fouled Out—Cauley-Stein. Rebounds— 
Minnesota 42 (Towns 17), Sacramento 31 
(Cauley-Stein, Hield 5). Assists—Minne¬ 
sota 22 (Teague 7), Sacramento 22 (Bog¬ 
danovic 6). Total Fouls—Minnesota 14, 
Sacramento 23. A-17,583 (17,608). 

Mavericks 109, Pacers 103 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 8-16 1-1 19, 
T.Young 2-11 2-4 6, Turner 10-14 2-4 24, 
Joseph 4-8 1-1 10, Oladipo 8-13 5-6 21, 
Robinson III 4-6 2-3 10, Sabonis 1-4 3-4 5, 
J.Young 1-5 0-0 2, Stephenson 3-10 0-0 6. 
Totals 41-87 16-23 103. 

DALLAS - Barnes 7-17 6-7 21, Powell 

5- 10 0-0 10, Nowitzki 3-10 0-0 7, Smith Jr. 

4- 11 3-4 12, Matthews 5-12 0-0 13, McDer¬ 
mott 5-8 1-1 15, Kleber 0-2 0-0 0, Mejri 1-2 

1-2 3, Ferrell 3-5 2-2 9, Barea 7-11 2-2 19. 
Totals 40-88 15-18 109. 

Indiana 23 20 22 38-103 

Daiias 23 26 19 41-109 

Three-point goals—Indiana 5-20 
(Turner 2-2, Bogdanovic 2-4, Joseph 1-2, 
J.Young 0-1, Robinson III 0-2, T.Young 0-2, 
Oladipo 0-3, Stephenson 0-4), Dallas 14- 
37 (McDermott 4-4, Barea 3-5, Matthews 
3-9, Ferrell 1-3, Nowitzki 1-4, Smith Jr. 1- 
5, Barnes 1-6, Kleber 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Indiana 50 (T.Young 
14), Dallas 44 (Powell 14). Assists—Indi¬ 
ana 22 (Stephenson, Oladipo 4), Dallas 20 
(Barea 9). Total Fouls—Indiana 19, Dallas 
21. Technicals—Indiana coach Pacers 
(Defensive three second), Joseph, Pow¬ 
ell. A-19,536 (19,200). 


Rockets 96, Jazz 85 


Harden 8-13 9-12 26, Mbah a Moute 7-7 
1-1 17, Nene 3-6 3-5 9, Johnson 3-6 0-0 7, 
Green 1-6 0-0 3. Totals 34-79 19-25 96. 

UTAH - Ingles 1-6 3-4 6, Favors 4-6 0- 
0 8, Gobert 7-8 3-5 17, Rubio 4-10 4-4 14, 
Mitchell 6-15 3-4 16, Crowder 4-15 2-4 12, 
O’Neale 1-3 0-0 2, Jerebko 1-3 1-1 3, Burks 
3-5 0-0 7. Totals 31-71 16-22 85. 

Houston 19 20 31 26-96 

Utah 21 23 19 22-85 

Three-point goals—Houston 9-33 (Ari- 
za 3-9, Mbah a Moute 2-2, Johnson 1-3, 
Paul 1-4, Harden 1-5, Green 1-6, Tucker 
0-4), Utah 7-29 (Rubio 2-4, Crowder 2-8, 
Burks 1-1, Ingles 1-5, Mitchell 1-9, Jereb¬ 
ko 0-1, O’Neale 0-1). Rebounds—Houston 
40 (Harden 11), Utah 39 (Jerebko 8). As- 
sists-Houston 15 (Paul 7), Utah 21 (Ru¬ 
bio, Crowder 5). Total Fouls—Houston 21, 
Utah 19.A-18,306 (19,911). 

Pelicans 123, Suns 116 

PHOENIX - Bender 3-8 0-0 9, Warren 9- 
21 5-5 23, Len 0-1 1-2 1, Payton 7-17 2-2 16, 
Booker 14-28 9-11 40, J.Jackson 6-15 8-11 
20, Chriss 3-5 0-1 7, Daniels 0-2 0-0 0, Har¬ 
rison 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-97 25-32 116. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 2-6 1-2 6, Da¬ 
vis 16-29 21-26 53, Okafor 5-5 4-5 14, Ron¬ 
do 2-9 2-2 6, Holiday 8-13 3-4 20, Miller 2-6 
0-1 5, Mirotic 4-13 0-0 10, Clark 2-8 0-0 6, 
Liggins 1-1 0-0 3, Lemon Jr. 1-1 0-0 2. To¬ 
tals 43-91 31-40 125. 

Phoenix 36 29 24 27-116 

New Orleans 26 32 38 29-125 

Three-point goals—Phoenix 7-24 
(Bender 3-6, Booker 3-10, Chriss 1-2, Pay- 
ton 0-1, Daniels 0-2, J.Jackson 0-3), New 
Orleans 8-28 (Clark 2-5, Mirotic 2-9, Lig¬ 
gins 1-1, Holiday 1-2, Moore 1-3, Miller 

1- 5, Davis 0-1, Rondo 0-2). Fouled Out— 
Chriss, Bender, Len. Rebounds—Phoenix 
51 (J.Jackson 12), New Orleans 46 (Davis 
18). Assists—Phoenix 23 (Bender, Book¬ 
er 7), New Orleans 30 (Rondo 12). Total 
Fouls—Phoenix 33, New Orleans 22. Tech¬ 
nicals—Payton, Len, Davis. Ejected—Len. 
A-14,302 (16,867). 

Thunder 112, Magic 105 

ORLANDO - Simmons 5-7 9-10 19, 
Gordon 7-20 3-4 18, Vucevic 6-13 0-0 15, 
Augustin 4-6 0-0 10, Fournier 6-15 2-2 19, 
Iwundu 2-3 0-0 4, Biyombo 3-4 1-5 7, Mack 

3- 6 0-0 7, Vaughn 1-1 0-0 2, Hezonja 2-9 
0-0 4. Totals 39-84 15-21 105. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-20 6-7 
26, Anthony 4-15 0-0 9, Adams 6-8 4-6 16, 
Westbrook 3-12 2-2 8, Huestis 2-3 0-0 5, 
Grant 4-7 2-2 10, Patterson 4-4 1-111, Fel¬ 
ton 5-7 0-0 13, Ferguson 1-2 0-0 2, Abrines 

4- 10 2-2 12. Totals 42-88 17-20 112. 

Orlando 38 24 15 28-105 

Oklahoma City 31 30 23 28-112 

Three-point goals—Orlando 12-29 
(Fournier 5-9, Vucevic 3-5, Augustin 2-4, 
Mack 1-2, Gordon 1-7, Simmons 0-1, He¬ 
zonja 0-1), Oklahoma City 11-25 (Felton 
3-3, Patterson 2-2, George 2-7, Abrines 

2- 7, Huestis 1-1, Anthony 1-3, Ferguson 
0-1, Westbrook 0-1). Rebounds—Orlando 
35 (Vucevic, Gordon 7), Oklahoma City 50 
(Westbrook 12). Assists—Orlando 23 (Au¬ 
gustin 9), Oklahoma City 24 (Westbrook 
11). Total Fouls—Orlando 19, Oklahoma 
City 13. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Lakers 123, Hawks 104 


U-U Z, Ddll Z-Z 1.5, I IK 

Totals 47-90 14-19 123. 

ATLANTA - Prince 7-18 6-7 24, Collins 
3-8 0-0 6, Dedmon 3-8 0-0 7, Schroder 8-17 

2-2 20, Bazemore 2-6 8-10 12, White III 2-6 
0-1 4, Muscala 5-11 0-0 11, Plumlee 0-0 0- 
2 0, Taylor 5-10 6-9 16, Magette 0-1 0-0 0, 
Dorsey 1-11 2-3 4. Totals 36-96 24-34 104. 
L.A. Lakers 28 36 32 27-123 

Atlanta 22 24 29 29-104 

Three-point goals—L.A. Lakers 15-33 
(Ball 3-3, Hart 3-6, Lopez 3-6, Kuzma 3-7, 
Caldwell-Pope 2-5, Thomas 1-5, Ingram 
0-1), Atlanta 8-36 (Prince 4-11, Schroder 

2- 5, Dedmon 1-4, Muscala 1-5, Taylor 0- 
1, Magette 0-1, Bazemore 0-2, White III 
0-3, Dorsey 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—L.A. Lakers 59 (Caldwell-Pope 
14), Atlanta 41 (Collins 9). Assists—L.A. 
Lakers 28 (Ingram 6), Atlanta 21 (Baze¬ 
more, Magette 4). Total Fouls—L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 23, Atlanta 17. A-16,328 (19,049). 

Celtics 109, Grizzlies 98 

MEMPHIS - Martin 3-6 2-2 9, Green 8- 
12 3-3 21, Gasol 5-10 6-6 17, Harrison 4-12 

6-11 14, Brooks 2-10 2-2 6, Henry 1-6 1-2 
4, Johnson 2-2 0-0 4, Rabb 0-4 0-0 0, Davis 

6-7 0-0 12, Chalmers 2-7 5-6 9, McLemore 

1- 2 0-0 2. Totals 34-78 25-32 98. 

BOSTON - Tatum 2-8 0-0 5, Horford 1-7 

3- 4 5, Baynes 4-4 1-2 9, Irving 8-13 4-4 25, 
Brown 4-11 3-4 13, Ojeleye 0-0 0-0 0, Nad¬ 
er 0-0 2-2 2, Morris 6-15 0-1 13, Theis 5-8 

2- 2 12, Larkin 2-3 0-0 4, Rozier 5-8 3-5 15, 
Smart 2-9 1-3 6. Totals 39-86 19-27 109. 

Memphis 24 17 28 29- 98 

Boston 33 34 19 23-109 

Three-point goals—Memphis 5-23 
(Green 2-4, Martin 1-1, Gasol 1-3, Henry 

1-4, McLemore 0-1, Brooks 0-2, Chalmers 
0-3, Harrison 0-5), Boston 12-37 (Irving 5- 
8, Rozier 2-4, Brown 2-6, Tatum 1-2, Mor¬ 
ris 1-6, Smart 1-7, Theis 0-1, Horford 0-3). 
Rebounds—Memphis 40 (Green 11), Bos¬ 
ton 44 (Morris 8). Assists—Memphis 27 
(Gasol 8), Boston 25 (Irving, Smart 5). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Memphis 22, Boston 23. Tech¬ 
nicals—Memphis coach Grizzlies (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-18,624 (18,624). 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


Rockets guard James Harden, 
left, defends against Jazz guard 
Donovan Mitchell in the second 
half Monday in Salt Lake CHy. 


Raptors 123, Pistons 94 

DETROIT - Johnson 1-6 0-0 2, Griffin 

4-12 4-6 12, Drummond 8-18 2-2 18, Smith 

7-13 2-4 16, Bullock 6-12 0-0 14, Ennis III 
3-9 2-2 10, Tolliver 2-5 0-0 5, Moreland 1-1 
0-0 2, Ellenson 1-3 1-2 3, Kennard 0-4 0-0 
0, Galloway 0-0 0-0 0, Buyeks 3-11 4-4 12. 
Totals 36-94 15-20 94. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 3-4 1-1 8, Ibaka 

7- 14 2-2 19, Valanciunas 1-6 0-0 2, Lowry 
6-10 2-2 20, DeRozan 5-9 10-11 20, Miles 2- 
6 3-3 9, Powell 3-4 0-0 7, Siakam 5-7 1-1 11, 
Miller 0-2 0-0 0, Poeltl 4-7 0-0 8, Nogueira 
1-1 0-0 3, Wright 3-5 0-0 8, VanVIeet 2-5 

3- 3 8. Totals 42-80 22-23 123. 

Detroit 26 27 22 19- 94 

Toronto 30 29 34 30-123 

Three-point goals—Detroit 7-22 (En¬ 
nis III 2-4, Buyeks 2-4, Bullock 2-5, Tolliver 
1-3, Smith 0-1, Ellenson 0-1, Johnson 0- 
1, Griffin 0-3), Toronto 17-38 (Lowry 6-8, 
Ibaka 3-8, Wright 2-3, Miles 2-6, Anunoby 
1-1, Nogueira 1-1, Powell 1-2, VanVIeet 

1- 3, Siakam 0-1, DeRozan 0-1, Valanci¬ 
unas 0-2, Miller 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Detroit 42 (Drummond 18), 
Toronto 47 (Ibaka 9). Assists—Detroit 20 
(Griffin 5), Toronto 31 (DeRozan 7). Total 
Fouls—Detroit 22, Toronto 18. Techni¬ 
cals—Griffin, Lowry, VanVIeet. A—19,800 
(19,800). 

Nets 104, Bulls 87 

CHICAGO - Nwaba 2-4 1-2 6, Mark- 
kanen 8-18 2-2 19, Felicio 2-3 0-0 4, Dunn 
9-15 4-5 23, Holiday 1-11 2-2 4, Valentine 

4- 16 0-0 11, Portis 4-11 4-7 12, Vonleh 2-5 

2- 5 6, Payne 1-10 0-0 2. Totals 33-93 15-23 
87. 

BROOKLYN - Crabbe 7-13 3-3 21, Car- 
roll 6-11 2-2 18, Allen 8-11 2-2 18, Dinwid¬ 
dle 2-6 0-0 5, Russell 2-9 0-0 6, Cunning¬ 
ham 2-7 0-0 5, Hollis-Jefferson 3-9 1-1 7, 
Acy 1-3 0-0 3, Harris 6-11 0-0 15, LeVert 

3- 9 0-0 6, Stauskas 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40-90 

8- 8 104. 

Chicago 19 32 19 17- 87 

Brooklyn 28 21 35 20-104 

Three-point goals—Chicago 6-23 (Val¬ 
entine 3-7, Nwaba 1-1, Dunn 1-1, Mark- 
kanen 1-3, Portis 0-1, Vonleh 0-1, Payne 
0-4, Holiday 0-5), Brooklyn 16-42 (Carroll 

4- 7, Crabbe 4-9, Harris 3-6, Russell 2-6, 
Cunningham 1-2, Acy 1-3, Dinwiddle 1-5, 
Hollis-Jefferson 0-1, Stauskas 0-1, LeVert 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Chi¬ 
cago 56 (Valentine 13), Brooklyn 48 (Cun¬ 
ningham, Allen 9). Assists—Chicago 
17 (Dunn 4), Brooklyn 31 (Dinwiddle 9). 
Total Fouls—Chicago 11, Brooklyn 20. 
A-15,081 (17,732). 


Warriors 125, Knicks 111 

GOLDEN STATE - Green 3-8 3-3 10, Du¬ 
rant 6-10 8-8 22, McGee 5-6 0-0 10, Curry 

8-16 1-1 21, Thompson 9-13 4-4 26, Casspi 
0-4 0-0 0, West 5-9 1-2 11, Cook 1-5 0-0 3, 
Pachulia 2-4 3-4 7, Livingston 0-0 0-0 0, 
Bell 1-1 1-2 3, Young 1-4 0-0 3, Iguodala 
3-5 1-2 9. Totals 44-85 22-26 125. 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 4-11 4-4 14, 
Beasley 1-7 0-0 2, Kanter 5-9 0-0 10, Mu- 
diay 8-15 1-2 20, Lee 0-2 0-0 0, Thomas 4-6 
0-0 11, Williams 1-3 1-2 3, Hicks 2-4 0-0 4, 
O’Quinn 7-10 0-0 14, Burke 8-151-1 18, Nti- 
likina 6-12 0-0 13, Dotson 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 
47-96 7-9 111. 

Golden State 37 26 39 23-125 

New York 39 25 18 29-111 

Three-point goals—Golden State 15- 
31 (Thompson 4-6, Curry 4-9, Durant 2-3, 
Iguodala 2-3, Cook 1-2, Green 1-4, Young 
1-4), New York 10-25 (Thomas 3-4, Mu- 
diay 3-5, Hardaway Jr. 2-6, Ntilikina 1-3, 
Burke 1-4, Lee 0-1, Williams 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Golden State 43 
(Durant 9), New York 39 (Kanter 7). As¬ 
sists—Golden State 31 (Green 6), New 
York 28 (Mudiay 7). Total Fouls—Golden 
State 13, New York 18. A-19,812 (19,812). 
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Roundup 

Tampa 

outlasts 

Toronto 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Brayden Point 
is about as reliable as they come 
in a shootout. 

The second-year center scored 
the deciding goal in a tiebreaker 
for the second consecutive game, 
lifting the Tampa Bay Lightning 
to a 4-3 victory over the Toronto 
Maple Leafs on Monday night. 

Point improved to 8-for-13 in 
career shootout attempts and 
scored the winner for the fifth 
time. 

“A lot of times he just goes 
down there and shoots the puck 
in the net,” Tampa Bay coach Jon 
Cooper said. “That’s what you are 
supposed to do.” 

Tyler Johnson, Chris Kunitz 
and Adam Erne scored in regula¬ 
tion for the NHL-leading Light¬ 
ning, who played most of the 
game without Nikita Kucherov 
after the league’s top scorer was 
injured. 

James van Riemsdyk, Mitch 
Marner and Tyler Bozak had the 
goals for Toronto, which played 
without injured star Auston 
Matthews. Frederik Andersen 
stopped 39 shots. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy finished 
with 27 saves for Tampa Bay. He 
denied Marner on a penalty shot 
with 6:02 left in the third period 
to keep the score tied. 

Kucherov exited with 5:41 left 
in the first and did not return. The 
team announced he sustained an 
upper-body injury, but Cooper 
didn’t have an update following 
the game or offer any indication 
on how much time Kucherov 
could miss. The two-time All-Star 
has 82 points in 63 games. 

Even without Kucherov the 
Lightning found a way to come 
out on top in a game that had a 
playoff feel. 

“It was two teams that wanted 
to win a hockey game, that was 
pretty clear,” Cooper said. “It was 
fast, both teams competed, and it 
had pretty much everything. ... It 
was a good hockey game.” 

Kings 3, Golden Knights 2 
(OT): Anze Kopitar tied the game 
with 10.8 seconds left in the third 
period and Dustin Brown scored 
a power-play goal 3:14 into over¬ 
time, rallying host Los Angeles 
past Vegas. 

Blue Jackets 5, Capitals 1: Seth 
Jones and Cam Atkinson each 
had a goal and two assists as host 
Columbus routed Washington. 

Flyers 1, Canadiens 0 (SO): 
Sean Couturier scored in the sixth 
round of the shootout and visit¬ 
ing Philadelphia edged Montreal 
for its season-best sixth straight 
victory. 

Avalanche 3, Canucks 1: Na¬ 
than MacKinnon had two goals 
and an assist, and Mikko Ran- 
tanen added a goal and an assist 
in host Colorado’s victory over 
Vancouver. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 63 43 17 3 89 227 170 

Toronto 65 39 20 6 84 216 182 

Boston 60 37 15 8 82 195 150 

Florida 59 28 25 6 62 175 193 

Detroit 62 26 26 10 62 165 183 

Montreal 62 23 29 10 56 157 194 

Ottawa 61 21 30 10 52 166 216 

Buffalo 63 19 33 11 49 151 206 

Metropoiitan Division 
Philadelphia 63 34 19 10 78 189 178 

Washington 63 35 21 7 77 195 189 

Pittsburgh 63 36 23 4 76 206 187 

New Jersey 62 32 22 8 72 185 188 

Columbus 63 32 26 5 69 168 175 

N.Y. Islanders 63 29 27 7 65 207 225 

Carolina 62 27 25 10 64 164 189 

N.Y. Rangers 63 27 30 6 60 177 201 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 61 38 14 9 85 196 155 

Winnipeg 62 37 16 9 83 208 164 

Minnesota 62 35 20 7 77 188 174 

Dallas 62 35 23 4 74 184 164 

St. Louis 63 34 25 4 72 173 164 

Colorado 62 33 24 5 71 190 186 

Chicago 63 27 28 8 62 178 179 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 62 41 16 5 87 217 169 

San Jose 63 33 21 9 75 182 176 

Anaheim 64 31 21 12 74 176 178 

Los Angeles 63 34 24 5 73 180 157 

Calgary 63 32 22 9 73 182 185 

Edmonton 62 27 31 4 58 177 204 

Vancouver 63 24 32 7 55 168 204 

Arizona 62 18 34 10 46 148 205 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Nashville 4, St. Louis 0 
Buffalo 4, Boston 1 
Detroit 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT 
Minnesota 3, San Jose 2, OT 
Edmonton 6, Anaheim 5, SO 
Vancouver 3, Arizona 1 

Monday’s games 
Columbus 5, Washington 1 
Tampa Bay 4, Toronto 3, SO 
Philadelphia 1, Montreal 0, SO 
Colorado 3, Vancouver 1 
Los Angeles 3, Vegas 2, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
Ottawa at Washington 
New Jersey at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at Boston 
Toronto at Florida 
Nashville at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Minnesota 
Calgary at Dallas 
Edmonton at San Jose 
Los Angeles at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal 
Detroit at St. Louis 
Calgary at Colorado 
N.Y. Rangers at Vancouver 
Thursday’s games 
Carolina at Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh at Boston 
New Jersey at Florida 
Tampa Bay at Dallas 
Nashville at Edmonton 
Minnesota at Arizona 
Chicago at San Jose 
Columbus at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Flyers 1, Canadiens 0 (SO) 

Philadelphia 0 0 0 0-1 

Montreal 0 0 0 0-0 

Philadelphia won shootout 2-1 
Shootout—Philadelphia 2 (Giroux NG, 
Patrick NG, Voracek G, Weal NG, Konecny 
NG, Couturier G), Montreal 1 (Galchenyuk 
NG, Byron G, Drouin NG, Lehkonen NG, 
Hudon NG, Schlemko NG). 

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 10-8-10- 
5-33. Montreal 3-15-4-6-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Ph i I ade I - 
phia 0 of 3; Montreal 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Philadelphia, Mrazek 11-7-3 
(28 shots-28 saves). Montreal, Lindgren 
3-4-2 (33-33). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:52. 


Blue Jackets 5, Capitals 1 

Washington 1 0 0—1 

Columbus 4 0 1—5 

First Period—1, Columbus, Panarin 18 
(Jones, Atkinson), 5:31 (pp). 2, Washing¬ 
ton, Ovechkin 39 (Carlson, Oshle), 6:57 
(pp). 3, Columbus, Milano 9 (Jones, Wen- 
nberg), 7:53.4, Columbus, Letestu 9 (Cal¬ 
vert, Sedlak), 14:32. 5, Columbus, Jones 9 
(Panarin, Atkinson), 18:17 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Columbus, Atkinson 
12, 17:18 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Washington 7-8-11 — 
26. Columbus 16-9-10-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 1 of 3; Columbus 2 of 4. 

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 28-14-4 
(16 shots-12 saves), Grubauer 7-7-3 (18- 
18). Columbus, Bobrovsky 27-20-5 (26- 
25). 

A-17,386 (18,500). T-2:27. 

Lightning 4, 

Mapie Leafs 3 (SO) 

Toronto 2 0 1 0—3 

Tampa Bay 1 2 0 0—4 

Tampa Bay won shootout 1-0 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Kunitz 11 
(Sustr, Stamkos), 1:41. 2, Toronto, van 
Riemsdyk 26 (Rielly, FJainsey), 8:49. 3, 
Toronto, Marner 17 (Gardiner, Zaitsev), 
9:52. 

Second Period—4, Tampa Bay, John¬ 
son 18 (Gourde), 3:52. 5, Tampa Bay, Erne 
2, 15:18. 

Third Period—6 , Toronto, Bozak 10 
(Marner, Rielly), 5:27 (pp). 

Shootout—Toronto 0 (Nylander NG, 
Kapanen NG, van Riemsdyk NG), Tampa 
Bay 1 (Callahan NG, Point G, Gourde NG). 

Shots on Goal-Toronto 8-10-9-3-30. 
Tampa Bay 10-16-12-4—42. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 1 
of 4; Tampa Bay 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Andersen 32-16-5 
(42 shots-39 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevs¬ 
kiy 37-12-2 (30-27). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:50. 

Avalanche 3, Canucks 1 

Vancouver 0 0 1—1 

Colorado 1 0 2—3 

First Period—1, Colorado, Rantanen 20 
(Barrie, MacKinnon), 19:36 (pp). 

Third Period—2, Colorado, MacKinnon 
27 (Zadorov, Landeskog), 7:52.3, Vancou¬ 
ver, D.Sedin 19 (Edier, H.Sedin), 18:44. 4, 
Colorado, MacKinnon 28 (Rantanen), 
19:15. 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 9-9-14—32. 
Colorado 11-8-9—28. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
0 of 2; Colorado 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 17- 
21-5 (27 shots-25 saves). Colorado, Var¬ 
lamov 16-13-3 (32-31). 

A-12,654 (18,007). T-2:28. 

Kings 3, 

Golden Knights 2 (OT) 

Vegas 101 0-2 

Los Angeles 0 0 2 1—3 

First Period—1, Vegas, Haula 23 (Sbl- 
sa, Neal), 4:37. 

Third Period-2, Vegas, Smith 21 
(Marchessault, Karlssori), 0:47. 3, Los 
Angeles, Carter 1 (Brown, Kopitar), 12:28 
(pp). 4, Los Angeles, Kopitar 26 (Doughty, 
Phaneuf), 19:49. 

Overtime—5, Los Angeles, Brown 19 
(Toffoli, Kopitar), 3:14 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 13-6-17-3-39. 
Los Angeles 10-14-17-3—44. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
3; Los Angeles 2 of 4. 

Goalies—Vegas, Fleury 21-7-3 (44 

shots-41 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 24- 
23-2 (39-37). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:36. 

Calendar 

Feb. 26 — Trade deadline. 

March 3 — Stadium Series: Toronto at 
Washington, at U.S. Naval Academy, An¬ 
napolis, Md. 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 

April 11 — Playoffs begin. 

June 22-23 - NHL Draft, Dallas. 



Chris O'Meara/AP 


Lightning center Brayden Point, left, beats Toronto Maple Leafs 
goaltender Frederik Andersen for the only goal of the shootout 
during Monday’s game in Tampa, Fla. 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Detroit traded Tomas Tatar, above, to the expansion Vegas Golden 
Knights for three draft picks, including a first-round selection. 


Teams pay high 
prices for deals 


By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

Red Wings general manager 
Ken Holland has suddenly come 
to appreciate how valuable first- 
round draft picks are when a 
team’s not in playoff contention at 
the NHL trade deadline. 

“I’ve been on that on the other 
side,” Holland said, recalling 
Detroit’s heydays in the late 
1990s and early 2000s, when 
the Red Wings were competing 
with Dallas, Colorado and New 
Jersey in vying to add top talent 
to strengthen their playoff run. 
“When those teams made a move, 
we were aware of it.” 

The Red Wings were far from 
that position, sitting in a tie for 
12th and five points out of con¬ 
tention, when the trade deadline 
struck on Monday afternoon. 
Though Holland wasn’t discount¬ 
ing Detroit’s chances of making 
a late-season push, he wasn’t ex¬ 
actly dealing from a position of 
strength. 

Rather than adding a player, 
the Red Wings subtracted. They 
traded established forward Tomas 
Tatar to the Western Conference¬ 
leading Vegas Golden Knights 
for three draft picks, including a 
first-round selection. 

The Golden Knights weren’t 
the only contender giving up high 
draft picks on a day 18 trades 
were completed. 

Six first-round selections—two 
of them conditional — were dealt 
Monday, the most to move on the 
final day of NHL trading since at 


least 2008, according to league 
figures. And no first-rounders 
had moved on each of the previ¬ 
ous two trade-deadline days. 

San Jose Sharks general man¬ 
ager Doug Wilson attributed the 
amount of first-rounders dealt to 
how tight the playoff races are, 
particularly in the Western Con¬ 
ference. Before games on Monday, 
six points separated the Sharks, 
who sit second in the Pacific Di¬ 
vision standings, and Colorado, 
which was 11th in the West. 

“It’s supply and demand of 
those players that can make a 
difference,” Wilson said after 
trading a conditional 2019 first- 
round pick to acquire Buffalo’s 
Evander Kane. “Some people 
would say pricey, but it almost al¬ 
ways is pricey at this time of year 
when you have competitive juices 
flowing.” 

The East-leading Tampa Bay 
Lightning traded a 2018 first- 
round pick, a conditional 2019 
first-rounder and three players 
to acquire Rangers captain Ryan 
McDonagh and J.T. Miller, New 
York’s second-leading scorer. 

The Winnipeg Jets gave up a 
first-round pick to add even more 
offense to the NHL’s fourth-best 
scoring team in acquiring Paul 
Stastny from St. Louis. 

Nashville parted ways with a 
first-round pick to land forward 
Ryan Hartman from Chicago. 

AP Hockey Writers Larry Lage and 
Stephen Whyno, sports writers Josh 
Dubow and Mitch Stacy, and freelance 
writers Denis P. Gorman contributed to 
this report. 
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Conference tournament scoreboard 


Conference tournaments 

America East Conference 
At Higher-Seeded Schoois 
First Round 
Saturday, March 3 

Maine at Vermont 
UMass Lowell at Hartford or UMBC 
New Hampshire at Hartford or UMBC 
Stony Brook at Albany 

Semifinals 
Tuesday, March 6 

Lowest-remaining seed at highest- 

Third-remaining seed at second-re¬ 
maining seed 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Atlantic Sun Conference 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
First Round 
Monday, Feb. 26 

Florida Gulf Coast 96, South Carolina 
Upstate 76 

Jacksonviile 87, Kennesaw St. 68 
North Florida 80, NJIT76 
Lipscomb 89, Stetson 73 
Semifinals 
Thursday, March 1 
Florida Gulf Coast vs. North Florida 
Lipscomb vs. Jacksonville 
Championship 
Sunday, March 4 
Semifinal winners 

Big South Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday Feb. 27 
Longwood at High Point 
Presbyterian at Charleston Southern 
At Kimmel Arena 
Asheville, N.C. 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 1 
Radford vs. Longwood/High Point 
Winthrop vs. Gardner-Webb 
UNC Ashevil le vs. Presbyterian-Charles- 
ton Southern winner 
Campbeil vs. Liberty 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 2 

Radford—Longwood-High Point winner 
vs. Winthrop-Gardner-Webb winner 
UNC Ashevilie/Presbyterian/Charles- 
ton Southernr vs. Campbell/Liberty 

Championship 
At Higher-Seeded School 
Sunday, March 4 

Semifinal winners 

Big Ten Conference 
At New York 
First Round 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
Iowa vs. Illinois 
Minnesota vs. Rutgers 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 1 
Maryland vs. Wisconsin 
Michigan vs. lowa-lllinois winner 
Penn State vs. Northwestern 
Indiana vs. Minnesota-Rutgers winner 
Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 2 

Michigan State vs. Maryland-Wiscon- 
sin winner 

Nebraska vs. Michigan—lowa-lllinois 
winner 

Ohio State vs. Penn St./Northwestern 
Purdue vs. Indiana—Minnesota-Rut¬ 
gers winne 

Semifinals 
Saturday, March 3 

Michigan State—Maryland-Wisconsin 
winner vs. Nebraska—Michigan —lowa-ll¬ 
linois winner 

Ohio State—Penn State-Northwestern 
winner vs. Purdue—Indiana-Minnesota- 
Rutgers winner 

Championship 
Sunday, March 4 
Semifinal winners 

Horizon League 
At Detroit 
First Round 
Friday, March 2 
Green Bay vs. Detroit 
Cleveland State vs. Youngstown State 
Second Round 
Saturday, March 3 
Wright State vs. Green Bay/Detroit 
Northern Kentucky vs. Cleveland State- 
Youngstown State winner 
Third Round 
Sunday, March 4 
UlC vs. Milwaukee 
Oakland vs. lUPUl 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 5 

Northern Kentucky/Cleveland State/ 
Youngstown State vs. Oakland/IUPUl 
Wright State—Green Bay-Detroit win¬ 
ner vs. UlC-Milwaukee winner 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Semifinal winners 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
At Albany, N.Y. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 1 
Monmouth vs. Saint Peter’s 
Quinnipiac vs. Siena 
Fairfield vs. Marist 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 2 

Rider vs. Monmouth/Saint Peter’s 
Canisius vs. Quinnipiac-Siena winner 
Saturday, March 3 
Niagara vs. Fairfield-Marist winner 
Iona vs. Manhattan 

Semifinals 
Sunday, March 4 

Rider—Monmouth-Saint Peter’s winner 
vs. lona-Manhattan winner 

Canisius—Quinnipiac-Siena winner vs. 
Niagara—Fairfield-Marist winner 

Championship 
Monday, March 5 

Semifinal winners 


Missouri Valley Conference 
At St. Louis 
First Round 
Thursday, March 1 

Evansville vs. Northern Illinois 
Missouri State vs. Valparaiso 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 2 

Loyola of Chicago vs. Evansville-North¬ 
ern Illinois winner 
Drake vs. Bradley 

Southern Illinois vs. Missouri State-Val- 
paraiso winner 

Illinois State vs. Indiana State 

Semifinals 
Saturday, March 3 

Loyolaof Chicago—Evansville-Northern 
Illinois winner vs. Drake-Bradley winner 
Southern Illinois/Missouri State/Val¬ 
paraiso vs. Illinois State/Indiana State 

Championship 
Sunday, March 4 
Semifinal winners 

Northeast Conference 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
First Round 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
CCSU at Wagner 

Robert Morris at Mount St. Mary’s 
Fairleigh Dickinson at St. Francis (Pa.) 
St. Francis (N.Y.) at LIU Brooklyn 

Semifinals 
Saturday, March 3 
Pairings TBD 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Semifinal winners 

Ohio Valley Conference 
At Evansville, Ind. 

First Round 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
Tennessee Tech vs. SlU Edwardsville 
Tennessee State vs. Eastern Illinois 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 1 

Jacksonville State vs. Tennessee Tech- 
SIU Edwardsville winner 

Austin Peay vs. Tennessee State-East¬ 
ern Illinois winner 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 2 

Murray State vs. Jacksonville State— 
Tennessee Tech-SIU Edwardsville winner 
Beimont vs. Austin Peay—Tennessee 
State-Eastern Illinois winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 3 
Semifinal winners 

Patriot League 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
First Round 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 
Army at Loyoia (Md.) 

American at Lafayette 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 1 

Loyola (Md.)-Army winner at Bucknell 
Lafayette/American at Colgate 
Navy vs. Holy Cross 
Lehigh vs. Boston University 

Semifinals 
Sunday, March 4 

Bucknell—Loyola (Md.)-Army winner 
vs. Lehigh-Boston University winner 
Colgate—Lafayette-American winner 
vs. Navy-Holy Cross winner 

Championship 
Wednesday, March 7 
Semifinal winners 

Southern Conference 
At Asheville, N.C. 

First Round 
Friday, March 2 
The Citadel vs. VMI 
Samford vs. Chattanooga 
Quarterfinals 
Saturday, March 3 
UNC Greensboro vs. The Citadel/VMI 
Mercer vs. Wofford 
ETSU vs. Samford/Chattanooga 
Furman vs. Western Carolina 
Semifinals 
Sunday, March 4 

UNC Greensboro—The Citadel-VMI 
winner vs. Mercer-Wofford winner 

ETSU—Samford-Chattanooga winner 
vs. Furman-Western Carolina winner 

Championship 
Monday, March 5 
Semifinal winners 

Summit League 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 3 

South Dakota State vs. Western Illinois 
South Dakota vs. Omaha 

Sunday, March 4 

Fort Wayne vs. North Dakota State 
Denver vs. Oral Roberts 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 5 

South Dakota State/Western Illinois vs. 
Fort Wayne/North Dakota State 

South Dakota-Omaha winner vs. Den¬ 
ver-Oral Roberts winner 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Semifinal winners 

West Coast Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Friday, March 2 

Loyola Marymount vs. Portland 
Santa Clara vs. Pepperdine 
Quarterfinals 
Saturday, March 3 
BYU VS. San Diego 
San Francisco vs. Pacific 
Gonzaga vs. Loyola Marymount-Port- 
land winner 

Saint Mary’s vs. Santa Clara-Pepper- 
dine winner 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 5 

Gonzaga—Loyola Marymount-Portland 
winner vs. San Francisco-Pacific winner 
Saint Mary’s—Santa Clara-Pepperdine 
winner vs. BYU-San Diego winner 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 

Semifinal winners 


Big Ten heads to Big Apple 


By Genaro C. Armas 

Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — What an 
odd year in the Big Ten. 

Michigan State looks Final 
Four-worthy but faces off-court 
questions. Wisconsin looks bet¬ 
ter of late but still faces a losing 
record. 

And Nebraska — Nebraska! 
— is up. 

It’s time to take this Midwest 
hoops show back on the road 
again. 

The Big Ten Tournament be¬ 
gins Wednesday, one week earli¬ 
er than usual at a rather unusual 
venue: Madison Square Garden in 
New York. While well outside of 
the league’s predominantly-Mid- 
west footprint, the Garden can’t 
be beat as one of the traditional 
hubs of college basketball. 

No better place for a potential 
NCAA bubble team like Nebraska 
to make a stand. The Cornhusk- 
ers had a school-record 13 confer¬ 
ence wins to bust its reputation as 
a lower-division dweller. 

“Personally I think so,” guard 
Anton Gill said when asked after a 
76-64 win Sunday over Penn State 
if Nebraska had done enough to 
make the NCAAs. “But we’re not 
going down to New York just to 
play around. We want to win that, 
too. We feel like we have the best 
team in the Big Ten.” 

That title actually belongs to 
Michigan State. 

Coach Tom Izzo’s team won the 
conference crown outright and 
the top seed in the Big Ten tour¬ 
ney by grinding out a 68-63 win 
at Wisconsin in a matchup of the 
last two team conference teams 
to make the Final Four (2015). 

Each school has had had chal¬ 
lenging seasons for different 

Rising: Zags 

FROM BACK PAGE 

inflicted a rare home loss on the 
Zags, 74-71, to take sole posses¬ 
sion of first place. 

But the Zags haven’t lost since. 
They won at Saint Mary’s, 78- 
65, in the rematch, and survived 
close games in many of their 
other contests. 

They kept finding ways to win. 

A recent game against Pep¬ 
perdine was a good example. The 
Waves closed within 66-64 with 
VVi minutes left in the game, and 
seemed to have the momentum. 
But Gonzaga outscored them 15- 
3 the rest of the way to seal the 
win. 

“We needed to win this game,” 
said senior Johnathan Williams, 
who had 18 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, including two dunks in 
the closing stretch. “And basi¬ 
cally we started getting stops and 
rebounds.” 

The win broke a three-year 
streak of losing in the home fina¬ 
le, also known as Senior Night. 

Pepperdine coach Marty Wil¬ 
son was impressed. 

“I’m blown away and tip my hat 
to Mark and what he’s done,” Wil¬ 
son said. “It’s remarkable, not just 


reasons. 

The young Badgers endured 
growing pains and an uncharac¬ 
teristic losing season. But there 
are signs that the inexperienced 
players surrounding Ethan Happ 
are finally getting it after win¬ 
ning four of five games before 
ending the regular season with a 
close loss to Michigan State. 

In the locker room, guard Brad 
Davison had a message for his fel¬ 
low Badgers after the freshman 
scored a career-high 30 points. 

“I just told them, T’d rather beat 
the next week anyway,”’ Davison 
said, referring to the Big Ten 
tourney. “It’s not college football. 
It’s college basketball, where the 
regular season is kind of washed 
away.” 

Michigan State’s most pressing 
issues have come off the court. 

Questions have swirled over 
how the school handled allega¬ 
tions against disgraced former 
sports doctor Larry Nassar, lead¬ 
ing to broader questions about 
how Izzo and other coaches at the 
school have dealt with various al¬ 
legations against players. 

Following a Yahoo Sports re¬ 
port last week, Michigan State 
said its compliance office dis¬ 
covered that Bridges’ family had 
dinner with an agent last winter 
without his knowledge, com¬ 
mitting an NCAA violation. The 
school said the finding Friday 
made Bridges ineligible, lead¬ 
ing it to apply for reinstatement, 
which was granted the next day 
by the NCAA. Bridges paid $40, 
the cost of the meal, to charity. 

Questions are likely to come up 
again in New York. On the court, 
the Spartans have pressed on and 
head into the postseason with 
a 28-3 record, the best start in 
school history. 



Rick Bowmer/AP 

Gonzaga forward Johnathan 
Williams reacts after dunking 
against BYU on Saturday. 

to have the success, but to sustain 
it in domination form.” 

Afterward, Few took some 
time to focus on the importance 
of reaching 25 wins for the 11th 
consecutive season. Only Kansas, 
at 12, has a longer streak. 

“Those are hard to come by, 
man,” Few said. “Really hard to 
come by in college basketball. 



Nebraska forward Anton Gill 
and the Cornhuskers hope 
their showing in the Big Ten 
Tournament will solidify a spot in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

“Handling the adversity that 
they’ve handled I think is going 
to make them better men for the 
next 60 years,” Izzo said. 

Other story lines and 
things to watch at the Big Ten 
Tournament: 

Buckeyes are back: Chris 
Holtmann’s first season coaching 
at Ohio State was a hit after the 
Buckeyes exceeded preseason 
expectations to finish 15-3 in the 
league to get the second seed in 
the tournament. Forward Keita 
Bates-Diop (19.2 points, 8.9 re¬ 
bounds) won league player of the 
year honors. 

Boilers back up: A three-game 
losing streak in mid-February 
ended Purdue’s chances to win 
the Big Ten. But the Boilermak¬ 
ers have steadied themselves 
with three straight wins headed 
into the tournament. 


“I don’t take them for granted. 
Staff doesn’t and nor do our play¬ 
ers, because they’re the ones out 
there fighting and making the 
plays to get it done,” he said. 

Indeed, Gonzaga’s most singu¬ 
lar achievement is to sustain a 
Top 25 program for two decades. 

The numbers are 

overwhelming. 

Gonzaga has won at least 
25 games for 18 of the past 20 
seasons. It has produced 21 
straight 20-win seasons, and 19 
consecutive trips to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The Zags have won or shared 
16 of the past 17 conference regu¬ 
lar-season titles. This season, 
they have six players averag¬ 
ing at least 9.9 points per game, 
making life difficult for opposing 
defenses. 

Few said the balanced scoring 
is a sign of a special team. Seven 
different players have scored 
at least 20 points in a game this 
season. 

“That shows character and a 
winning spirit, when there’s a lot 
of selfish spirits out there in the 
world of basketball right now,” 
Few said. 


win 25 for 11th straight time 
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Briefly 

NFL seeks $2 million 
from Cowboys owner 



Duke guard Trevon Duval, right, and Virginia Tech guard Nickeil Alexander-Walker battle for a loose ball 
during the first half of Monday’s game in Blacksburg, Va. Virginia Tech won 64-63. 

Top 25 roundup 

Hokies stun Blue Devils, 
enhance tourney resume 


Associated Press 

BLACKSBURG, Va. — Nick¬ 
eil Alexander-Walker’s emotions 
changed in a heartbeat — not 
once, but twice. 

The freshman guard at Vir¬ 
ginia Tech took what he thought 
would be the game-winning shot. 
Then he saw it sail over the rim 
entirely. Then he saw teammate 
Chris Clarke collect the rebound 
and lay it back in, giving the Hok¬ 
ies a stunning 64-63 comeback 
victory over No. 5 Duke. 

“It was in the air, I was like, 
‘Oh my God. I’m about to hit it,’” 
Alexander-Walker said. Then? 
“Oooooh, and then, yeah!” 

Clarke’s mind was working 
overtime, too, as he grabbed the 
rebound. 

“Definitely you can’t miss that 
layup or it looks really bad,” he 
said of the putback with 4 seconds 
left, which gave Virginia Tech 
its first lead since the opening 
minutes. “I wouldn’t say nerve- 
wracking. I just knew I had to 
make it.” 

Because he did, the Hokies 
gained another signature victory 
to enhance their NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment credentials. Clarke said 
they haven’t talked about that as 
a team, even with pundits seem¬ 
ing very much on the fence as to 
whether they have done enough. 

“We know we’re not done yet,” 
Clarke said. “But we know it’s a 
booster.” 

The Hokies (21-9, 10-7 Atlan¬ 
tic Coast Conference) also have 
home wins against No. 9 North 



Raymond Thompson/AP 


West Vii^inia guard Daxter Miles 
Jr. celebrates at the conclusion 
of Monday’s 84-74 victory over 
Texas Techin Morgantown, W.Va. 

Carolina and No. 18 Clemson, 
and a road victory at top-ranked 
Virginia. They got this one by 
holding Duke without a field goal 
for the final seven minutes of the 
game, snapping the Blue Devils’ 
five-game winning streak. 

No. 6 Kansas 80, Texas 70: 
Svi Mykhailiuk had 17 points, 
Devonte Graham added 10 and 
11 assists and the host Jayhawks 
beat the Longhorns. 

Kansas (24-6, 13-4 Big 12) 
used a strong night from seniors 
Mykhailiuk and Graham in what 
was the pair and walk-on Clay 
Young’s senior night and final 
game in Allen Fieldhouse. The 


Jayhawks’ powerful start helped 
them control the game early, 
forcing Texas (17-13, 7-10 Big 12) 
to bum four timeouts in the first 
half 

Kerwin Roach II led the way 
for Texas, scoring 18 points and 
dishing out eight assists just days 
after hitting the game winner 
against Oklahoma State. Jacob 
Young posted 14 points and five 
rebounds. 

The Longhorns were with¬ 
out star freshman Mo Bamba, 
who missed the game with a toe 
injury. 

No. 20 West Virginia 84, No. 
12 Texas Tech 74: Jevon Cart¬ 
er scored 21 points and Daxter 
Miles Jr. added 18 in their final 
home game, and the host Moun¬ 
taineers rode a hot start to beat 
the Red Raiders. 

West Virginia (22-8, 11-6 Big 
12) broke a second-place tie 
with Texas Tech (22-8, 10-7) and 
moved closer to earning the No. 
2 seed in the Big 12 tournament 
with one game left. 

Sagaba Konate added 16 points, 
Esa Ahmad had 11 points and 11 
rebounds, and James “Beetle” 
Bolden scored 10 for the Moun¬ 
taineers, who have won three 
straight. 

Freshman guard Jarrett Culver 
scored 26 points, Niem Stevenson 
added 24 and Zhaire Smith scored 
12 for Texas Tech, which lost its 
fourth straight. The Red Raid¬ 
ers were without injured starters 
Justin Gray, Keenan Evans and 
Zach Smith. 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — The NFL is ex¬ 
ploring options to get more than 
$2 million in reimbursement for 
legal fees from Dallas Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones over his threat 
to derail Commissioner Roger 
Goodell’s contract extension and 
support of running back Ezekiel 
Elliott’s fight to avoid a six-game 
suspension, said a person with 
knowledge of the situation. 

Many owners were consulted 
on seeking restitution, including 
members of the finance commit¬ 
tee, according to the person who 
spoke to The Associated Press 
Monday on condition of anonymi¬ 
ty because the matter hasn’t been 
addressed publicly. 

Some of the finance committee 
members are on the compensation 
committee that was at the center 
of what became a legal back-and- 
forth over Goodell’s deal. 

The attempt at restitution is 
rooted in a 1997 resolution that 
states owners can seek repay¬ 
ment for legal fees if a fellow 
owner is responsible for getting 
them involved in legal action. 

The Cowboys declined to com¬ 
ment on the owners’ actions. 

Jones’ attempt to derail 
Goodell’s extension, which came 
after Elliott was suspended over 
domestic violence allegations, led 
to a volley of threatening letters 
from lawyers for both sides. 

After eventually relenting, 
Jones said after the owners meet¬ 
ings in December that he got what 
he wanted with an agreement to 
consider changes to the power of 
the commissioner’s role through 
the league’s constitution. 

In other NFL news: 

■ Eagles punter Donnie Jones 
has retired after 14 seasons in the 
NFL. 

Jones made the announcement 
on Tuesday. 

Jones played for Seattle, 
Miami, St. Louis and Houston be¬ 
fore joining Philadelphia in 2013. 
He set the record for most regu¬ 
lar-season games played by an 
Eagles punter (80). He finishes 
his career with the third-longest 
consecutive-games-played streak 
(208) behind only Texans punter 
Shane Lechler (254) and Cowboys 
tight end Jason Witten (235). 

Arizona State’s Hurley 
fined $10K by Pac-12 

SAN FRANCISCO — Arizona 
State coach Bobby Hurley has 
been fined $10,000 by the Pac- 
12 Conference for inappropriate 
conduct toward officials at the 
end of the Sun Devils’ loss to Or¬ 
egon State. 

The conference said in a news 
release on Monday that Hurley 
followed and verbally confronted 
the officials as they exited the 
court after the Sun Devils’ 79-75 
loss on Saturday night. 

Hurley responded to every 
media question after the game 
with: “I’m a terrible coach right 


now.” 

Pac-12 Commissioner Larry 
Scott said in a statement Hurley 
violated conference policy and 
that type of behavior will not be 
tolerated. 

Hurley was also reprimanded 
by the Pac-12 in January for his 
public comments about officiat¬ 
ing after a loss to Colorado. 

In other basketball news: 

■ The US. remained unbeaten 
with a spot secured in the second 
round of qualifying for the 2019 
Basketball World Cup, beating 
Puerto Rico 83-75 on Monday 
night. 

The Americans got big shots 
down the stretch from Rodney 
Purvis and Aaron Harrison after 
blowing almost all of a 22-point 
lead and improved to 4-0. They 
have two games left in the first 
round but are guaranteed to fin¬ 
ish among the top three in Group 
C and reach the second round. 

Harrison led the Americans 
with 16 points, Larry Drew II had 
14 and Purvis scored 12. 

Union files grievance 
against 4 MLB teams 

BRANDETON, Fla. — The 
Mqjor League Baseball Play¬ 
ers Association filed a grievance 
against the Miami Marlins, Oak¬ 
land Athletics, Pittsburgh Pirates 
and Tampa Bay Rays, accusing 
the teams of failing to appro¬ 
priately spend revenue-sharing 
money. 

Union spokesman Chris Dahl, 
speaking Tuesday at the union’s 
training camp for free agents, 
said the grievance was filed Fri¬ 
day. Union head Tony Clark de¬ 
clined to comment. 

If the case is not settled, it would 
proceed to a hearing before Mark 
Irvings, baseball’s independent 
arbitrator. The grievance was 
first reported by the Tampa Bay 
Times. 

Bruins’ Bergeron out 
with fractured foot 

BOSTON — The Bruins say 
leading goal scorer Patrice 
Bergeron is out with a fractured 
right foot. 

General manager Don Swee¬ 
ney announced on Tuesday that 
a CT scan revealed the injury. 
Bergeron will be evaluated in two 
weeks. 

The forward originally suf¬ 
fered the injury while blocking 
a shot during the team’s 4-3 loss 
at Toronto on Saturday. He was 
evaluated after that game, but an 
X-ray was negative. 

In other hockey news: 

■ The Pittsburgh Penguins 
weren’t about to let Patric Horn- 
qvist get away. 

The two-time defending Stan¬ 
ley Cup champions signed the 
31-year-old forward to a five- 
year extension Tuesday that runs 
through the 2022-23 season. The 
deal has an average annual value 
of $5.3 million. 
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'He’s something else’ 

Davis scores 53 to carry Pelicans 

over Suns » NBA, Page 28 
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Rising to the challenge 

No. 1 Gonzaga defies low expectations after last year’s title loss 


Gonzaga guard 
Silas Melson 
celebrates after 
Saturday’s 79-65 
victory over BYU 
in Provo, Utah. 


By Nicholas K. Geranios 

Associated Press 

SPOKANE, Wash. — Coming off a loss in the NCAA 
championship game, Gonzaga began this season with a 
. bit of an edge. Not for that 71-65 defeat by Nor||||Cajjp- , 
' , lina, but because coaches in the West Coast TbitFer- 
•be predicted the Zags would finish second in the 
4 league this year. 

\ Coach Mark Few said his staff didn’t care about 
the diminished expectations. 

“But I think the kids did,” he said, 
k Picked to wind up behind St. Mary’s, the Zag^ 

are No. 7 and rising. They’ve won their sixth 
consecutivejitle and are seeded No. 1 head- 
ing into the WCC tournament in Las Vegas, 
with their first game on Sllurday. 

Gonzaga has won 11 consecu- 4 


tive games since losing to now-No. 22 Saint Mary’s at home. Always in the 
March mix. Few’s team seems to be peaking at the right time. 

The program lost four key players from last season’s team, accounting 
for 62 percent of the scoring, and experts wonde^||k if thiwwgtrftiS a 
down^ear for the Zags. 
m #hiWidn’t sit well with the players. 

“I have never heard of a team coming off the national championship 
game getting picked second in its league,” senior guard Silas Melson said 
after Gonzaga beat BYU to wrap up the league title on Saturday. 

“I just know we had pieces back... that contributed to last year’s team,” 
guard Josh Perkins said. “I just felt we deserved to be picked to win it.” 

“We weren’t, which is fine,” Perkins said. “Pick who you want, but at 
the end of the day, you’ll see who the No. 1 seed 
is in Vegas.” 

A conference title seemed iffy on Jan. 

18, when Saint Mary’s came to the 
McCarthey Athletic Center and 



NHL contenders deal high picks at deadline » Page 29 







